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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2019                                      11:11 A.M.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The House will come 

to order.

In the absence of clergy, let us pause for a moment of 

silence. 

(Whereupon, a moment of silence was observed.) 

Visitors are invited to join the members in the Pledge 

of Allegiance.  

(Whereupon, Acting Speaker Aubry led visitors and 

members in the Pledge of Allegiance.) 

A quorum being present, the Clerk will read the 

Journal of Monday, February 4th.  

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, I move to 
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dispense with the further reading of the Journal of Monday, February 

4th and ask that the same stand approved. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Without objection, so 

ordered.  

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker, for the opportunity to share with my colleagues, members 

and guests in the Chambers, the quote for the day is from Oprah 

Winfrey.  And it says, "I am here because of the bridges that I crossed.  

Sojourner Truth was a bridge.  Harriet Tubman was a bridge.  Ida B. 

Wells was a bridge.  Madame C. J. Walker was a bridge.  Fannie Lou 

Hamer was a bridge."  Quote is by, again, Oprah Winfrey.  

Mr. Speaker, I'd also like to draw members' attention 

to the schedule for today.  There is a main Calendar on our desk, and 

after introductions and housekeeping, we will consider -- continue to 

consent new bills that are on our Calendar, starting with Calendar No. 

20 on page 5.  

The members of the Governmental Operations 

Committee will -- should be ready to be called from the floor for a 

meeting today.  And our Majority members should be clear that there 

will be a need for Democratic Conference at the conclusion of today's 

Session.  Not exactly sure about the status of the Minority Conference, 

but I'm sure Mr. Goodell will let us know in -- in due time.  

So with that general outline, Mr. Speaker, if there are 

introductions and housekeeping, now would be the appropriate time. 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                               FEBRUARY 5, 2019

3

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  We have no 

housekeeping, and you are the first to provide us with an introduction.  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Well, thank you very 

much, Mr. Speaker.  I have the sheer delight to have so many folks 

from my Buffalo and Western New York community.  I want to start 

by recognizing the gentleman from the Buffalo Public School District, 

Dr. Kriner Cash is our Superintendent; Geoffrey Pritchard is our 

Certified Public Accountant and Dr. Will Keresztes is the 

Intergovernmental Affairs and Planning Communications Engagement 

Director.  

Mr. Speaker, these gentlemen, in - I won't say a brief 

time, because it did take them some time - have transformed the 

school district in the City of Buffalo from a district that had 45 or 

more schools in receivership, to now being a district that only has 

three -- and that's way too many, but it's a lot less than where we were.  

And I really wish that you would provide them with the cordialities of 

the floor and welcome them to our Chambers. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Mrs. Peoples-Stokes, the Speaker and all the members, we 

welcome these fine gentlemen and great educators here to the New 

York State Assembly.  We extend to you the privileges of the floor.  

Thank you for the work that you do for the children of Buffalo, as it 

improves the conditions of our entire State.  Thank you so very much.  

You are always welcome. 

(Applause)
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MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, some of 

the work that our great Superintendent in the district has done, are in 

the audience with a different agenda today.  Talisa King is the Erie 

County Youth Bureau Planning Coordinator.  She has with her 

Mickilea Apliens (phonetic), Savannah Worth and Yanava Hawkins.  

They are all with the Association of New York State Youth Bureaus 

and the Buffalo -- Buffalo Center for Arts and Technology.  Mr. 

Speaker, if you would please welcome them to the Chambers and give 

them the cordialities of the floor, I would greatly appreciate it. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Mrs. Peoples-Stokes, the Speaker and all the members, we 

welcome these great young people here to the New York State 

Assembly.  We extend to you the privileges of the floor.  Thank you 

for the work that you're doing in your district.  Please continue that 

work and always know that you're welcome here.  Thank you so very 

much. 

(Applause)

Assemblymember Norris for an introduction.  

MR. NORRIS:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I'm here 

today to introduce to this august Body members from my district, 

including the Clarence Youth Bureau and the Niagara County Youth 

Bureau, and the Director of the Niagara County Youth Bureau, Ben 

Bunker, is here and the Director -- the Assistant Director of the 

Clarence Youth Bureau, Jimmy Corre is here.  And also, students 

Jaydon Lange, Trevor Howell, Madison Tiffany and Maygha 
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Chadhuri.  And I would like to -- just to say on the floor, these 

individuals do great work in the Clarence and Niagara County areas of 

my district.  I am so proud that they are here today, and I kindly ask 

that you extend to them the courtesies of the floor.  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Assemblymember Norris, the Speaker and all the members, we 

welcome this distinguished group here to the New York State 

Assembly, extend to you the privileges of the floor.  Welcome to the 

People's House.  Remember, you are always welcome here.  This is a 

place you can always come.  Thank you so very much and for the 

work that you do. 

(Applause)

Ms. Woerner.  

MS. WOERNER:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the -- 

for allowing me to make an introduction today.  We're joined in the 

Chamber by some students from the Future Farmers of America 

District 3, which extends from my district in the south all the way up 

to Assemblyman Jones' district and the Canadian border.  These 

young people are, in fact, the future of agriculture and they and their -- 

and their teachers are here today as great ambassadors for what is the 

number one industry in New York State that -- and not only that, we 

all love to eat, and they are the ones that make the food.  So, if you 

would extend to them the cordialities of the House, I would be much 

appreciated. 
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ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Ms. Woerner, the Speaker and all the members, we welcome these 

Future Farmers of America here to the New York State Assembly.  

We extend to you the privileges of the floor, congratulate you on your 

work.  We know that you will continue on in your endeavors and will 

continue to make sure that this State is fed and fed well.  Thank you 

so very much. 

(Applause)

Mr. Goodell.  

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Believe 

it or not, there are people in the State of New York that live even 

further than I do from the Capitol.  And here today are a group of 

Future Farmers of America from Sherman, New York, it's another 

half-an-hour drive further west.  They are actually closer to Cleveland 

than they are to Rochester.  And as my colleague, Ms. Woerner, 

mentioned, a great group of young students and their advisors 

focusing on one of our most important industries.  If you would 

welcome from Sherman, New York, Gwen Chose, Kelly Maleski, 

Rebekah Lee and Josie Allen for making the trip here to Albany.  

Thank you so much, sir.  

(Applause) 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Mr. Goodell, the Speaker and all the members, we welcome you 

also here to the New York State Assembly.  We extend to you the 

privileges of the floor, appreciate the time and energy it has taken to 
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come and visit us.  We hope this is a productive day for you.  

Continue your great work.  Thank you so very much. 

(Applause)

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.  I am pleased to rise again and introduce another 

distinguished group of guests to Albany today who are here to talk 

about some very important work as it relates to helping New Yorkers 

stay in their homes and prevent mortgage foreclosures.  We will soon 

be taking up a resolution on this topic memorializing Governor 

Cuomo to proclaim February 5th as Foreclosure Prevention and 

Community Stabilization Awareness Day in the State of New York.  

Our guests are Ed Jackson.  Ed is the Executive 

Director of the West Side and Black Rock Riverside Neighborhood 

Housing Services; Kevin Quinn is from the Center for Elder Law and 

Justice; Joseph Kelemen is the Executive Director of the West New 

York Law Center and is joined by Amy Katling (phonetic) and 

Samantha Exberg (phonetic).  Additionally, Mr. Speaker, the Legal 

Aid Bureau and Belmont Housing Services of Western New York are 

in Albany today.  If you would welcome them to the floor and give 

them the cordialities of the floor, I would appreciate it, Mr. Speaker.  

Thank you.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Mrs. Peoples-Stokes, the Speaker and all the members, we 

welcome you here to the State of New York Assembly.  We extend to 
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you the privileges of the floor.  Our thanks for the work that you're 

doing to help others.  Continue that great work and know you're 

always welcome here.  And I hope you've delivered a positive 

message to Albany today.  Thank you so very much. 

(Applause)

Mrs. Galef.  

MRS. GALEF:  It's a very exciting time when young 

people come to Albany.  And it is my pleasure to introduce from the 

Putnam County Youth Bureau a number of people that have come up.  

Janeen Cunningham, who is the Executive Director of the Youth 

Bureau, Dana Foley and Michelle Verali (phonetic), who are staff -- 

staff people for the Putnam County Youth Bureau, as well as some 

wonderful younger lobbyists, Sara Velez (phonetic), Eden Barone 

(phonetic), Gabby Lama (phonetic) and Rowan McGlynn (phonetic).  

And it's just so wonderful to have them come up, and I know that if 

they are part of the process here in Albany that they're going to be a 

part of the process of being involved with government for the rest of 

their lives.  So, congratulations, for a tour up here. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Mrs. Galef, the Speaker and all the members, we welcome the 

Putnam County Youth Bureau here to the New York State Assembly.  

We extend to you the privileges of the floor.  This is the People's 

House.  We hope that you always know that you're welcome here and 

that you will do some great work in Albany today.  Thank you so very 

much. 
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(Applause)

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. [Sic]  

Buttenschon.  

Oh, Ms.  

MS. BUTTENSCHON:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I 

have the opportunity and the honor to introduce the Future Farmers of 

America from the Central New York region, which includes Oneida, 

Herkimer, Jefferson and Sullivan County:  Christy Ann Frank 

(phonetic), Ethan Billman (phonetic), Ann Beca (phonetic), Taylor 

Rowlands (phonetic), Olivia Parkin (phonetic), and their advisor, Mr. 

Derek Hill (phonetic).  Thank you so much for what you do for our 

communities and beyond, and thank you for being here today.  Thank 

you, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On behalf of 

Assemblymember Buttenschon, the Speaker and all the members, we 

welcome you here to the New York State of America, Future Farmers.  

We hope that you will enjoy the proceedings today and that your time 

in Albany will be beneficial.  Thank you so much for taking the trip. 

(Applause)

Mr. Tague.  

MR. TAGUE:  Mr. Speaker, today I have my home 

school that I graduated from in beautiful -- the heart of New York 

State, the beautiful Schoharie Central School.  I have the Schoharie 

Valley FFA with me and it's an honor and a privilege for me to 

introduce Caitlin Holiday (phonetic), Jamie Fox (phonetic), Andrew 
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Hahn (phonetic), Joshua Bay (phonetic), and student teacher Kristin 

Brandt (phonetic).  And, Mr. Speaker, I would ask that you give them 

the congeniality of the House and all the privileges, and I thank you 

very much for this time and honor. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Mr. Tague, the Speaker and all the members, we welcome you here 

to the New York State Assembly, extend to you the privileges of the 

floor and our congratulations on the work you're doing in your 

community.  We hope that you will continue that work and come back 

and visit us again.  Thank you so very much. 

(Applause)

Assemblymember Schmitt.  

MR. SCHMITT:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I rise to 

introduce three gentlemen from the New York American Legion from 

the State Department, who are instrumental in running the New York 

American Legion Boy State Program, which is held annually at SUNY 

Morrisville where over 1,000 young men from across our State, at no 

cost to them, are welcome for a -- the world premier Youth 

Leadership Program, again, at no cost.  We've had Presidents, 

Supreme Court Justices, Governors, even young freshman Assembly 

members like myself, who have successfully gone through the 

program.  And I'd like to -- to welcome them.  We have Frank 

LaMarsh, who's the Department and Legislative Chair; we have James 

Casey, who's the Department Adjutant, and Dave O'Brien, who is the 

Program Director for the Boys State Program.  I'd like to give them 
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the full privileges of the floor and welcome them and thank them for 

what they do for our youth.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Mr. Schmitt, the Speaker and all the members, we welcome you 

here to the New York State Assembly, extend to you the privileges of 

the floor and our thanks for the work as -- you are doing with our 

young people and providing leadership in lives, as, obviously, Mr. 

Schmitt is an example of your fine work, I'm sure he considers himself 

that, and I'm sure you consider him that.  Thank you so very much.  

And we hope to have you again.

(Applause)

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Yes, Mr. Speaker.  If 

you could please call the Government Operations Committee into a 

meeting in the Speaker's Conference Room. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Government 

Operations, Speaker's Conference Room.  Please go immediately.  

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  And then if we could go, 

Mr. Speaker, to our resolutions on page 3 and take them up in order. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 73, Mrs. 

Gunther.  Legislation Resolution memorializing Governor Andrew M. 

Cuomo to proclaim Friday, February 1st, 2019 as Wear Red for 

Women Day in the State of New York. 
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ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 

adopted.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 74, Mrs. 

Peoples-Stokes.  Legislation Resolution memorializing Governor 

Andrew M. Cuomo to proclaim February 5, 2019 as Foreclosure 

Prevention and Community Stabilization Awareness Day in the State 

of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, 

Ms. Raynor.  

MS. RAYNOR:  I would like to thank 

Assemblywoman Peoples-Stokes for this resolution.  Foreclosure 

prevention is so important and vital to the State of New York, 

especially in Nassau County.  If foreclosures are concentrated, they 

can have negative impacts on the community.  The incidents of 

abandoned houses, also known as "zombie houses," are on the rise as 

a result of foreclosure.  I've lived across the street from an abandoned 

house for two years and have seen an increase in people coming in, 

entering the property, and it really just does not feel safe anymore.  

So, we really know that in Nassau County we have to focus on this 

issue.  Our property is decreasing and our zombie homes are 

increasing.  We also have the issue of decreased home values and 

homelessness amongst victims of foreclosure.  So, I'm really excited 

to focus and hope today will be Foreclosure Prevention Day, February 

5th.  Thank you very much. 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                               FEBRUARY 5, 2019

13

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 

adopted.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 75, Mr. 

Cusick.  Legislation Resolution memorializing Governor Andrew M. 

Cuomo to proclaim February 14th, 2019 as Direct Caregivers Day in 

the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 

adopted.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 76, Ms. 

Jaffee.  Legislation Resolution memorializing Governor Andrew M. 

Cuomo to proclaim September 2019 as Kinship Care Month in the 

State of New York.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, 

Ms. Jaffee.  

MS. JAFFEE:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Whereas, 

the legislative Body is moved to memorialize Governor Cuomo to 

proclaim 2019 as Kinship Care Month in the State of New York.  And 

whereas, as Kinship Care Month is observed in September to 

recognize children in kinship families and the grandparents and other 

relatives who raise them, ensuring their safety, promoting their 

well-being and establishing a stable household for these young people 

to thrive.  
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And whereas, in kinship families, a caregiver cares 

for a child or children who are biologically born to another family 

member or close friend because the biological parents are unable to 

raise them.  And whereas, nationally, approximately 2.7 million 

children are living with grandparents and other relatives in kinship 

care, more than 180,000 of these young people reside in the State of 

New York, with less than 3,700 kinship children in foster care.  And 

whereas, one-in-eleven of all children and one-in-five of 

African-American children who live within a kinship family sometime 

during their childhood.  

And whereas, kinship caregivers reside in urban, 

rural and suburban households in every county of this great Empire 

State, stepping forward out of love and loyalty to care for the young 

relatives, offering much needed continue -- and security and providing 

the best opportunity to obtain a child's cultural heritage and 

community ties.  And whereas, Kinship Care Month honors the 

priceless role these grandparents and other relatives play in the lives 

of the children they love.  Famous kinship caregivers include 

President George Washington.  

And whereas a number of non-relative foster care -- 

foster parents continues to decrease and child welfare agencies are 

increasingly reliant on kinship families, and whereas grandparents and 

other relatives are increasingly providing caring homes for children 

because of the opioid crisis.  Whereas, the wisdom and compassion of 

kinship caregivers is a source of self-reliance and strength for 
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countless children and for all New Yorkers.  And whereas, Kinship 

Care Month also recognizes the accomplishment of countless youth 

through this great Empire State and across the nation, who, with the 

unconditional support of grandparents and other relatives has 

successfully navigated the emotional trauma of losing their parents.  

Famous youth who were raised in kinship care include, Maya 

Angelou, Sandra Day O'Connor and President Barack Obama.  

And whereas, it is vitally important that the public 

role and awareness of the challenges faced by children, grandparents 

and other relatives in kinship families and partnerships among the 

education, legal and social services, mental health, justice and other 

systems are necessary to ensure access to the services that can enable 

kinship youth to flourish in all facets of their life.  So, whereas, 

Kinship Care Month is reflective of the values, the family, community 

and the welfare of children shared by citizens across the State, 

therefore, be it resolved that this legislative Body pause in its 

deliberations to memorialize Governor Andrew M. Cuomo to 

proclaim September 2019 as Kinship Care Month in the State of New 

York.  

And so, I'm so proud of this opportunity to raise 

awareness about kinship care and how essential it is in our 

communities.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 

adopted.  
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Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, if we could 

go to page 5, Calendar No. 20, it's the Gottfried bill.  We'll start there 

and then go right in order, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A01034, Calendar No. 

20, Gottfried, Lupardo.  An act to amend the Public Health Law and 

the Education Law, in relation to exceptions to requirements for 

electronic prescriptions; and providing for the repeal of such 

provisions upon the expiration thereof.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section.

The bill is laid aside.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A01044, Calendar No.  

21, Simotas, Buchwald, Weprin.  An act to amend the Domestic 

Relations Law and the Civil Rights Law, in relation to name changes 

upon marriage.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section.   

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.  

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, this is the 

-- I want to inform our colleagues that this is our first vote of today.  

There are quite a few of us in and around the Chambers, if we could 

take those votes immediately.  We notice some of our folks are in 
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Budget Hearings, and some of our folks are, as well, in Government 

Ops, but those who are here and around, please cast your vote today.  

Thank you.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  First vote of the day, 

members.  If you are in your chair, please vote now.  If you are in the 

sound of our voice, come to Chamber and cast your vote. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.  

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed.

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A01104, Calendar No. 

22, Abinanti, Weprin.  An act to amend the General Obligations Law, 

in relation to genetically modified organisms.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section.   

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.  

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.  

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, I 

understand that there are several resolutions that need to be taken up, 

including one by Assemblymembers Niou and Kim.  If we could take 

that up now, these members would like to be heard. 
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ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will read.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 80.  

Legislative Resolution commemorating the Asian-American 

community's Celebration of the Lunar New Year, the Year of the Pig, 

on February 5th, 2019. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Niou on the 

resolution.  

MS. NIOU:  Thank you so much for allowing me to 

speak on the resolution.  I really wanted to celebrate New Year with 

all of you today.  We celebrate Lunar New Year 4,716.  That's a lot 

more than what we celebrate in our regular years here, but, each new 

Lunar Year corresponds with one of twelve animal signs, each with its 

own traits.  This year is actually my sign, the Year of the Pig.  So, 

those born under the sign of the Pig are hardworking, kind, loyal and 

patient.  The last one I still question.  They often have great fortune 

and are symbols of wealth.  Usually on the year of the birth sign, those 

born under the sign experience an unlucky year.  But, because we're 

pigs, we're unaffected; so, lucky me.  

But several years ago, we passed legislation to 

designate Lunar New Year as a school holiday so that students could 

spend the day how it should be spent, with friends and family.  Lunar 

New Year is a time to reflect on one's blessings and give thanks to 

one's loved ones.  And though we have Session today, I'm glad that I 

get to usher in the Lunar New Year with my family of legislators and 

other colleagues, and it is so important to me that our Body recognize 
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and celebrate our culture with us.  And I want to thank you for all your 

love and friendship and wish you a prosperous and happy New Year.  

(Speaking Chinese) 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Kim on the 

resolution.  

MR. KIM:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I, too, join my 

colleague, Assemblymember Yuh-Line Niou for carrying -- to thank 

her for carrying this resolution every year to celebrate the Lunar New 

Year.  This is something that Assemblymember Niou and I fought 

very hard over the years to make sure that the City of New York 

recognizes this holiday as a public holiday.  We carried legislation in 

this House for a couple of years and pushed the Mayor of New York 

to officially validate that holiday.  And it was a long fight, but we got 

it done.  

But this is not just about Asian-Americans 

celebrating this Lunar New Year, it's about all Americans accepting 

Asian-Americans as every part of the American fabric, as any other 

community that came before us.  So, it is -- it makes me tremendously 

happy that we can come here together and celebrate our heritage and 

our background and accept it as a part of the American fabric and 

American holiday.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  And I applaud everyone for 

passing this resolution today.  Thank you.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly. 

Mr. Ortiz on the resolution.  
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MR. ORTIZ:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I, too, would 

like to join my colleagues and wish them Gong hei fat choy.  I think 

this is a great day.  And I also would like to emphasize that today is a 

day -- a holiday in New York City where the kids and the family, 

finally, they can celebrate together the Chinese New Year.  And to all 

my constituents in Sunset Park, I would like to wish all of you a 

wonderful Year of the Pig and Chinese Lunar New York, and Gong 

hei fat choy.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Weprin. 

MR. WEPRIN:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I, too, 

would like to join in this resolution.  I -- when I was in the City 

Council, I was involved in suspending alternate side parking for Asian 

Lunar New Year, and now we've taken it to the next step in New York 

City by actually having an official school holiday starting today.  This 

is the first year, first time, as was mentioned, so, I think it just shows 

the Asian-American community throughout New York City and New 

York State has really come of age.  So, I want to also proudly join in 

this resolution.  Gong hei fat choy.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 

adopted.  

Mr. Goodell for an introduction.  

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you very much, sir.  On 

behalf of Assemblyman David DiPietro and Assemblyman Joseph 
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Giglio, if you would please welcome, all the way from Pioneer 

Central School, their FFA group, which includes Peyton Fontaine, 

Dylan Owens, Mitchell Ling, Jen Clayson and Madison Beery.  

If you would extend the cordialities of our House, I 

would certainly appreciate it.  Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Assemblymembers DiPietro and Mr. Giglio, the Speaker and all the 

members, we welcome you, gentlemen here to the -- and lady, to the 

New York State Assembly.  We extend to you the privileges of the 

floor, hope that your trip here has been well and that as young farmers 

of America, I believe that you are doing the work that's necessary in 

order to keep our State strong.  Thank you so very much. 

(Applause) 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.  If you can go to Mr. Otis for an announcement. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  We'll give him time 

to get back there.  

Mr. Otis for the purposes of a [sic] announcement.  

MR. OTIS:  There will be an immediate meeting of 

the Democratic Conference in the Speaker's Conference Room.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Meet -- immediate 

meeting of the Democratic Conference, Speaker's Conference Room.  

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, do we 
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have any further housekeeping or resolutions?  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  We certainly do, 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.  

We have several fine resolutions, we'll take them up 

in one vote.  On the resolutions, all those in favor signify by saying 

aye; opposed, no.  The resolutions are adopted.  

(Whereupon, Assembly Resolution No. 78 was 

unanimously approved.)

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, I move 

that the Assembly stand adjourned until Wednesday, February the 6th, 

tomorrow being a legislative today, and that we reconvene on 

February the 11th at 2 p.m., that being Monday a Session day, Mr. 

Speaker.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Assembly stands 

adjourned. 

(Whereupon, at 11:56 a.m., the Assembly stood 

adjourned until Wednesday, February 6th, Wednesday being a 

legislative day, and to reconvene on Monday, February 11th at 2:00 

p.m., Monday being a Session day.) 


