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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 20, 2019                                   11:03 A.M.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The House will come 

to order.

In the absence of clergy, let us pause for a moment of 

silence.  

(Whereupon, a moment of silence was observed.)

Whereupon, Acting Speaker Aubry invited visitors 

and members to join in the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Whereupon, Acting Speaker Aubry led visitors and 

members in the Pledge of Allegiance.)

A quorum being present, the Clerk will read the 

Journal of Tuesday, March 19th.

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, I move 
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that we dispense with the further reading of the Journal for Tuesday, 

March the 19th and ask that the same stand approved. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Without objection, so 

ordered. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.  I'd like to provide our quote for the day for colleagues, 

guests and staff that are in the Chambers.  It is from a young lady who 

is a storyteller.  She lives in Washington, D.C.  She also writes poetry 

and she does a lot of her work on self-help.  So, her quote today her - 

her name is Alexandra Ali -  "When we learn how to work together 

versus against each other, things just might start getting better."  

Again, Mr. Speaker, that's a young poetress from Washington, D.C. 

who is sharing her powerful words with us today.   

The members have on their desks a main Calendar.  

After there are any introductions and/or housekeeping, we will take up 

the resolutions on page 3, beginning with Assemblymember Barrett, 

commemorating Women's History Month.  There are an additional 

four women from our Chambers who will be speaking on this 

resolution as well, Mr. Speaker.  Our principal work for the day will 

be taking up Calendar No. 64 by Assemblymember Joyner.  We will 

also continue our consent on the main Calendar beginning with No. 

137 on page 14.  For our Majority members, there will be a need for a 

Democratic Conference at the conclusion of Session and, as always, 

we will confer with our colleagues to see if they have a similar need. 
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With that as a general outline, Mr. Speaker, if there 

are introductions and housekeeping, now would be the appropriate 

time.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  For the purposes of 

an introduction, Mr. Reilly.  

MR. REILLY:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I rise -- I 

rise today to welcome Reverend Timothy J. Mercaldo, who is the 

Lead Pastor of Gateway Church in my district on the Southern-most 

point of New York State.  I -- his Gateway Church was established in 

1965 by his father, who was the Lead Pastor and still remains on the 

staff.  They do some wonderful things for our community.  They have 

a great campus that hosts many events for our local organizations.  So, 

I would like to just acknowledge the great work that he does and 

please extend all the cordialities of the House to him, please. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Mr. Reilly, the Speaker and all the members, we welcome you here 

to the New York State Assembly.  We extend to you the privileges of 

the floor.  Thank you so much for joining us here today and hope that 

you enjoy our proceedings.  Thank you so very much. 

(Applause)

Mr. DiPietro for a [sic] introduction. 

MR. DIPIETRO:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 

allowing this introduction.  Thanks, Wayne.  First off, I'd like to 

introduce Pastor Al Robinson from the Spirit of Truth Urban Ministry, 

Pastor Jacquelyn Zambito and Dr. Donna Potter.  They're all here 
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advocating for the For New York Greater Erie County - which is all of 

Western New York - Drug Rehabilitation Center.  They have a 

faith-based center battling the opioid and drug addiction.  They've 

shown great results in battling this.  Their advocacy speaks so loudly 

in Western New York.  We're very proud of what they do and going 

into communities and tackling this horrendous addiction and I'd love 

if you could give them all the cordialities of the House. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Mr. DiPietro, the Speaker and all the members, we welcome these 

distinguished individuals here to the New York State Assembly.  We 

extend to you the privileges of the floor.  Our gratitude and thanks for 

the work that you're doing to help individuals who are suffering from 

addiction issues.  It is a critical issue in today's times, as it has been in 

the past.  Thank you so very much. 

(Applause)

Mr. Weprin for an introduction. 

MR. WEPRIN:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I want to 

welcome the American Pakistani Advocacy Group, most of who -- 

many of whom hail from my Assembly District who are here today to 

support a resolution I'm sponsoring to declare March 23rd Pakistan 

Day in the State of New York.  Specifically, I'd like to acknowledge 

APAG President Ali Rashid; Vice President Naveed Chaudhry; 

General Secretary Adeel Gondal; Treasurer Amin Ghani; and 

Directors Faisal Rashid, Faisal Khan and Tahir Mian. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 
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of Mr. Weprin, the Speaker and all the members, we welcome this 

distinguished group of Pakistanis here -- American Pakistanis here to 

the United States -- to the New York State Assembly.  We extend to 

you the privileges of the floor, hope that your visit here has been 

helpful and, of course, we appreciate the support for the resolution, 

which we will take up later.  Thank you so very much.  You are 

always welcome here. 

(Applause)

The Clerk will read, resolutions, page 3. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 200, Mrs. 

Barrett.  Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor Andrew M. 

Cuomo to proclaim March 2019 as Women's History Month in the 

State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, 

Mrs. Barrett. 

MRS. BARRETT:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I think 

at some point I hope that we will get more than a month here, but for 

now we are happy to celebrate March as Women's History Month and 

I appreciate the opportunity to speak on this resolution.  As everyone 

knows, New York has a deep and rich history in -- in women 

leadership and women's history, including the opening of the first 

public high school for girls in 1826, and in 1848, the Seneca Falls 

Conference Convention which secured, for all women, the right to 

vote, and then in 1970, New York City was the site of the first 

women's strike for equality.  
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So as we celebrate this year, the 100th anniversary of 

the first women who were seated in the New York State Legislature, 

Mary Lilly and Ida Sammis, we also have a -- a really historic moment 

in time for us right now.  In our own Legislature, we have the largest 

number of women ever in the Legislature.  That is an incredibly rich 

and diverse group of women from every corner of the State of New 

York.  Our age span is from -- is something like 50 years between 

being in their 20's to being in their 80's, and it's a range of ethnic 

groups, it's a range of a lot of experiences that women bring to the 

Legislature.  We have for the first time two women as our Majority 

Leaders, our very own Crystal Peoples-Stokes and in the Senate, we 

have Andrea Stewart-Cousins.  We have 50 percent of the women -- 

50 percent of the Statewide elected offices for the first time are 

women; this is our Senators, our Lieutenant Governor and our 

Attorney General.   

So, this is really a moment in time that we want to 

continue, and will in the Legislative Women's Caucus, will continue 

to speak out and lead on child care, on out-of-school, on equality in 

the workplace, on social justice and environmental justice and 

criminal justice and all of the things affecting all the women of New 

York State.  And we will continue to inspire the next generation, 

because we want women and girls growing up today to understand 

that this is what elected officials look like.  So, thank you very much, 

Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you.
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Ms. De La Rosa. 

MS. DE LA ROSA:  Thank you.  I want to thank my 

colleague for presenting this resolution.  As we memorialize Women's 

History Month, let us also remember and celebrate the women who 

blazed the trail for us to enjoy the rights and privileges that we do 

today.  I celebrate immigrant women, like my mother, who came to 

this country with nothing but a dream for a better life for us, her 

children.  We celebrate women of color, who have historically had to 

work three times as hard to hold the door open for us to be successful.  

We celebrate a historic moment where now, we have 70 women in 

this Legislature, and the historic extension of women like our Majority 

Leader, Crystal Peoples-Stokes, who for the first time, an 

African-American woman to hold this position.  We celebrate our 

sisterhood in this Chamber and we celebrate the women of New York 

State as we continue to succeed and represent our communities in this 

great Body.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you.  

Ms. Dickens.  

MS. DICKENS:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I, too, 

thank my colleague, Assemblymember Didi Barrett, for bringing forth 

this resolution.  This mid-point of the 2019 Women's History Month 

calls us to look back and honor our proud legacy as the birthplace of 

the Women's Rights Movement.  I quote from a Daily News op-ed of 

Lieutenant Governor Kathy Hochul:  I took her opening as the 

shoulders we stand on, those who broke glass ceilings at difficult 
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times, not easy due to sexism and racism.   

This brings me to the first, not second, not 31st, but 

the very first African-American woman, woman of color, black 

woman, elected to this august Assembly Body, who walked these halls 

representing Harlem, what is now partially Assemblymembers Al 

Taylor and Carmen De La Rosa's districts, the Honorable 

Assemblywoman Bessie Allison Buchanan, a political frontier woman 

who opened the doors 66 years later for our Majority Leader, 

Assemblymember Crystal Peoples-Stokes who, in 2019, became the 

first woman and the first black woman to serve in that capacity.   

As I look around this Body today and see 70 women 

serving in these halls, the People's House, of which 22 are black, 

Hispanic and Asian, I cannot help but reflect upon the extreme 

hardships Assemblymember Buchanan faced, the fear, the loneliness, 

the backs turned; yet she, as we still do today in many sectors face the 

same hardships, yet we continue to fight, raising our heads high as 

Poet Laureate Maya Angelou wrote:  Be a Phenomenal Woman and 

Still I Rise.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you. 

On the resolution, all those in favor signify by saying 

aye; opposed, no. The resolution is adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 201, Mr. 

Weprin.  Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor Andrew M. 

Cuomo to proclaim March 23, 2019 as Pakistan Day in the State of 

New York. 
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ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Weprin on the 

resolution. 

MR. WEPRIN:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Pakistan 

Day is a National Holiday in Pakistan, commemorating the founding 

of Pakistan on March 23rd, 1956, making it the world's first Islamic 

Republic.  Each year on this day, the citizens of Pakistan celebrate 

with parades, awards and memorials to Muhammad Iqbal, regarded as 

having inspired the Pakistan movement, and Muhammad Ali Jinnah, 

the founder of Pakistan.  New York City alone is the home to 194,000 

American-Pakistanis, many of whom who live in my Assembly 

District.  This resolution provides the means by which all New 

Yorkers can learn more about Pakistani heritage and foster 

appreciation for different cultures.  

It is important that we are able to come together in 

this divided time and overcome the barriers to recognize each other as 

fellow New Yorkers and fellow Americans.  It is my hope that this 

legislative Body, in keeping with the time-honored traditions, will 

take the opportunity to recognize the contributions made by the 

Pakistani-American community, and extend best wishes to all of its 

members and support this resolution recognizing March 23rd as 

Pakistan Day in the State of New York.  Thank you.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you.  

On the resolution, Ms. Bichotte. 

MS. BICHOTTE:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I, too, 

just want to honor the Pakistani-Americans in the State of New York.    
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I, too, have a large constituency base of Pakistan-American [sic].  This 

year, we made history in New York City where we named a Coney 

Island Avenue after the leader of Pakistan, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, 

and I'm just really extremely excited to have this resolution today.  

And so, I just want to thank my colleague for commemorating 

Pakistani Day in New York State.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Sayegh. 

MR. SAYEGH:  Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.  

I wanted to also commend fellow colleague Assemblyman Weprin on 

honoring Pakistan Day.  I also have the pleasure of having a very large 

Pakistani-American community in the City of Yonkers in Westchester 

County, and to attest to their loyalty in American values and traditions 

and their focus on education, their focus on business development and 

becoming the very best citizens that they can.  So, I commend my 

colleague for honoring Pakistani-Americans and wish them very well 

on this worthy day.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you.

Mr. Ramos. 

MR. RAMOS:  Mr. Speaker, I, too, would like to 

commend the sponsor for bringing this resolution to the floor.  The 

Pakistani community has been the fastest growing and the largest 

segment of the Muslim community on -- on Long Island.  In the past 

15 years, they went from a very small community to a very large one 

today that is in all parts of society.  They're working in government; 

I've had several work in my office.  They're really making their mark, 
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as other groups have done, that have immigrated to the United States.  

It is befitting that we honor their -- their holiday today, their 

independence.  We embrace them as wonderful neighbors in our 

community and to our Pakistani guests, I say Pakistan Zindabad. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 

adopted. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, if we could 

now go to, on the main Calendar, page 8, Calendar No. 64 by Ms. 

Joyner. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A03276, Calendar No. 

64, Joyner, Gottfried, Jean-Pierre, L. Rosenthal, Thiele, Otis, Bronson, 

Hunter, Abinanti, Hevesi, Fahy, Englebright, Simon, Bichotte, 

Seawright, Barron, Taylor, Arroyo, Galef, Peoples-Stokes, Ra, 

Fernandez, Rivera, Wright, Dickens, D'Urso, Jaffee, Lavine, Solages, 

Barrett, Epstein, Davila, Lifton, Niou, Rozic, Montesano, Cook, 

Glick, Mosley, Ortiz, Stern, Lentol, Colton, Byrne, Vanel, Cruz, 

Weprin, Woerner, Walker, Stirpe, Lupardo, Quart.  An act to amend 

the Public Health Law, in relation to maternal morality review boards 

and the Maternal Mortality and Morbidity Advisory Council.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 
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the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  First vote of the day. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  First vote of the day, 

members.  If you are in your seats, please vote now.  If you are in the 

sound of our voice, please come to the Chamber and cast your vote. 

Ms. Joyner to explain her vote. 

MS. JOYNER:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 

allowing me to explain my vote.  Today we are passing legislation that 

will address the devastating reality that our maternal mortality rate 

ranks 30th in the nation.  Black women are four times as likely to die 

during childbirth compared to white women.  We are seeing this issue 

impact women of color across all socioeconomic backgrounds.  These 

startling statistics require our immediate attention, and today is a 

critical step in the right direction to ensure that women throughout our 

State will have confidence in our health care system.  

This legislation will create a Statewide review board 

in statute that will include a diverse group of experts that are reflective 

of the community.  This review board will work in collaboration with 

a community advisory council to reduce the risk of maternal mortality.  

I would like to thank all of the advocates.  A special thanks to the 

Health Committee Chair, Dick Gottfried, and his half, my Albany staff 

and all of my Assembly colleagues.  This is an issue of great 

importance to women of color, and I want to thank everybody for their 
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support.  Thank you.  I vote in the affirmative. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Joyner in the 

affirmative. 

Ms. Bichotte. 

MS. BICHOTTE:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 

allowing me to affirm my vote, and I certainly want to thank the 

sponsor of this bill, Latoya Joyner.  This bill finally addresses the 

pervasive racial disparity of maternal morbidity.  The establishment of 

the Maternal Mortality Review Board is crucial to providing the 

culturally competent care that our State needs in order to minimize the 

maternal death rate by assessing the cause of death, factors leading to 

death and developing strategies for reducing the risk of maternal 

mortality.   

I am pleased to take this bill as an initiative because it 

would remove New York from ranking the 30th in the State in the 

country of maternal death rates.  As a representative of the 42nd 

Assembly District, I have the largest Caribbean immigrants, which 

many of whom speak different languages, like Haitian Creole, and I 

understand the critical need of our cultural competent care for many of 

our constituents.  Now, as -- as you heard before, each year 700 

women die of pregnancy-related causes in the U.S., and a 

disproportionate number of them are black women, according to the 

Center for Disease Control.  

I cannot express how important this is to me because 

on October 4th in 2016 when I was pregnant, I was rushed to New 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                               MARCH 20, 2019

14

York Presbyterian Columbia Hospital after realizing I was dilating.  

And even with the emotional and excruciating pain, Columbia 

Hospital turned me away.  Because of hospital policies, they said that 

they had no beds.  And so, I interpreted it as you're sending me home 

to die with my baby.  They sent me away.  And never once did I tell 

them that I was an elected official.  They treated me horrible.  

So, Mr. Speaker, I want to say that I vote in support 

of this bill on behalf of mothers across the State and across the 

country.  I vote in supporting establishing cultural competent health 

care and I vote for this bill to prevent any further discrimination like 

how I was discriminated at Columbia Hospital.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Bichotte in the 

affirmative. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

(Applause)

Page 14, Calendar No. 137, the Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A04259, Calendar No. 

137, DenDekker, Seawright, D. Rosenthal, D'Urso.  An act to amend 

the General Business Law, in relation to requiring that advertisements 

which include a discount or rebate in the advertisement price also 

include the actual selling price prior to any deductions in the same 

font and size.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 
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THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A04413, Calendar No. 

138, Stern, D'Urso, Buttenschon.  An act to amend the Executive Law, 

in relation to the listing of county and city veterans' service agencies.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 90th 

day. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A04421, Calendar No. 

139, Zebrowski, Englebright, Simon, Dickens, De La Rosa, Jaffee, 

Crespo, Gunther, McDonough.  An act to amend the General Business 

Law, in relation to enacting "Harper's Law" requiring tip restraint 

devices on certain furniture.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A04438, Calendar No. 

140, DenDekker, Bronson, Hawley, Brabenec, McDonald, D'Urso.  

An act to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in relation to the 

display of amber and blue lights on certain hazard vehicles.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A04879, Calendar No. 

141, Ramos, Weprin, Taylor, L. Rosenthal, Gottfried, Thiele, Colton, 
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Abinanti, Ortiz.  An act to amend the Civil Practice Law and Rules, in 

relation to time limitations for filing claims for certain injuries.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A04959, Calendar No. 

142, Cusick, Malliotakis, Colton, Fall, D'Urso, Griffin.  An act to 

amend Chapter 395 of the Laws of 1978, relating to moratoriums on 

the issuance of certificates of environmental safety for the siting of 

facilities and certification of routes for the transportation of liquefied 

natural or petroleum gas, in relation to extending the effectiveness of 

the provisions of such chapter.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05219, Calendar No. 

143, Galef, Walker, Taylor, D'Urso, Jacobson, Arroyo, Blake, Epstein, 

Stirpe.  An act to amend the Election Law, in relation to certificates of 

acceptance.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05318, Calendar No. 

144, Rozic, Abbate, Abinanti, Blake, Bronson, Colton, Crespo, Jones, 

Otis, Raia, Richardson, Rodriguez, Simon, Seawright, Pheffer Amato, 

Bichotte, Griffin, L. Rosenthal, Fall, Perry, Cruz.  An act to amend the 

Public Service Law and the General Business Law, in relation to 

requiring companies to allow victims of domestic violence to cancel 

contracts when there is a domestic violence incident report, a police 

report, an order of protection, or a signed affidavit.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 
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THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05622, Calendar No. 

145, Weinstein, Taylor, Weprin.  An act to amend the Debtor and 

Creditor Law, the Civil Practice Law and Rules, the Estates, Powers 

and Trusts Law and the Workers' Compensation Law, in relation to 

enacting the "Uniform Voidable Transactions Act"; and to repeal 

certain provisions of the Debtor and Creditor Law relating to 

fraudulent conveyances.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall -- this act shall take 

effect on the 120th day. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05355 [sic] 

(A05955), Calendar No. 146, Jaffee, D'Urso.  An act to amend the 

Village Law and the Public Officers Law, in relation to permitting 

building inspectors, fire inspectors and code enforcement officers of 

the Village of Airmont to live within Rockland County or adjoining 

counties.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 
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the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

Mr. Goodell. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you very much, Mr. 

Speaker, for the opportunity to interrupt our proceedings to introduce 

some very important guests from Assemblyman Schmitt's district.  

These are people that have known him his entire life.  John Schmitt, 

his father, is here making sure that his son is doing a phenomenal job 

on behalf of the residents.  His father, John Schmitt, retired after 35 

years in the -- the Fire Department of New York.  Also joining us is 

Denise Harford, who is a good friend.  And if you would extend the 

cordialities of our House to Mr. Schmitt's father and his good friend.  

Thank you so much, sir. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of your son, the Speaker and all the members, we welcome you here 

to the New York State Assembly.  We extend to you the privileges of 

the floor.  Thank you for the past service that you have provided us in 

New York City, keeping our community safe.  Thank you for sending 

your son here to this august Body, as we call it.  This is the People's 

House.  You are family.  You are always welcome.  Thank you so 

very much for being with us. 

(Applause) 
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MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, if we could 

now go to the main Calendar, Calendar No. 47 on page 6, Mr. 

Braunstein, in debate. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00431, Calendar No. 

47, Braunstein, Abinanti, Gunther, Mosley, Gottfried, Weprin, 

Montesano, L. Rosenthal, Colton, Jaffee, Cahill, O'Donnell, 

Peoples-Stokes, Steck, Raia, Perry, Simotas, Otis, Rodriguez, Blake, 

Simon, Buttenschon.  An act to amend the General Business Law, in 

relation to the sale and use of employment information.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Braunstein, an 

explanation is requested.  Ladies and gentlemen, we are on debate.  

Please, let's have a little quiet in the Chamber.  Conversations should 

be taken to the back of the Chamber or outside the Chamber if you 

must have them.   

Proceed, Mr. Braunstein. 

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  This 

bill would require consumer reporting agencies to obtain a standalone 

document before they can sell an individual's employment data to a 

debt collector. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Ra. 

MR. RA:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Will the sponsor 

yield? 

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  Yes. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Braunstein 
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yields. 

MR. RA:  Thank you.  So I know we had the 

opportunity to discuss this bill last year and, you know, we all know 

there are a variety of instances in which somebody might have to have 

their information disclosed and they, you know, in certain instances 

they may be applying for credit and at which point, you know, you're 

applying for credit, you're applying for a mortgage, credit card, 

usually you sign some type of document to allow the information to be 

disclosed.  So, I don't think this is aimed at those types of instances, 

though, this is situations where I guess there are certain types of 

clearinghouses that debt collectors would use to get that information; 

is that correct?  

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  Sure.  You know, we've talked 

about this before.  The consumer reporting agency Equifax had this 

product called "the work number".  About 30 percent of all 

Americans' employment information, their salary, their position, 

sometimes their health -- health insurance information is included in 

"the work number".  And "the work number" provides a service, for 

example, lenders to verify someone's employment status.  And it 

makes sense, if you're applying for a mortgage and you want to -- and 

the lender wants to verify your employment status, you certainly 

would be willing to sign a standalone document to let them verify 

your employment situation.  However, what's been going on is that the 

-- Equifax, through "the work number", has been selling this 

information to debt collectors and the debt collectors monitor people's 
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employment situation.  And when people get a raise or they get a new 

job, then the debt collector starts ramping up their -- their collection 

efforts.  So, this bill would say that the -- the availability of access to 

someone's employment data is only useful for that one transaction. 

MR. RA:  Okay.  So first off, this -- this deals with 

just the transfer of the information.  This doesn't restrict the ability to 

actually collect the information; is that correct?  

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  No.   

MR. RA:  So would the entity -- I mean, the -- the 

initial holder of the information would still have it.  They -- they just 

can't transfer it to something like this work number?  

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  Unless -- unless someone signs 

a document permitting them to transfer that information. 

MR. RA:  So -- and that document would be, you 

know, in the individual instance saying, you know, there's a request 

for this information and you'd have to, it's not like a -- a general -- I 

think you're saying, you know, you'd initially say you applied for 

something, you'd -- you'd sign some type of consent to run your credit.  

That debt will only be effective for that instance, they couldn't 

continue to aggregate. 

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  So -- so it's -- it makes sense if 

you're applying for a mortgage that you're going to sign the document 

to say, yes, you have access to check the work number to verify my 

employment status.  Same thing if you're applying for a new job and 

the new employer says, Well, you know, your resume says you worked 
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at, you know, this firm.  Will you give me permission to go check to 

verify that through the work number?  You would definitely sign that 

document to give them permission to do that.  What you don't want to 

be doing is giving that employer or that lender the opportunity to 

continually check your employment status and then for years in 

perpetuity, in the event that you get a new job where they want to start 

intensifying their collection efforts. 

MR. RA:  Now, who -- who is the onus on to verify 

there is -- there is something that -- written consent has been obtained, 

because it's presumably it's a debt collector who is trying to get this 

information from, say, an Equifax and -- and, as we know, oftentimes 

debt may be transferred, change hands a number of times and then it 

gets in the hands of, you know, say a debt collector or some other 

agency that's going to collect on it.  So, is it -- is it the entity like an 

Equifax that -- that is responsible for verifying that they have the 

consent, or would it be the debt collector?  

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  It would be the consumer 

reporting agency. 

MR. RA:  Okay.  Would this allow information, say, 

just, you know, general information about an employer that's not, you 

know, identifiable to any particular employee to be transferred?  

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  It's employment information 

about an individual. 

MR. RA:  So we deal with identifiable information 

then, okay.  I think one of the concerns that's been raised is, you know, 
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I think we all, in this day and age, are very concerned with, you know, 

our information and how many different places it's out there, but -- but 

oftentimes, too, I think we pay more attention to, you know, our credit 

on a day-to-day basis, whereas maybe years ago you'd order a credit 

report once or twice a year and you'd take a look at it, and now we 

have all these, you know, apps on our phones and credit cards with 

monitoring service so we pay a little more regular attention to it.  If, 

you know, they don't have access to this type of information, one of 

the instances in which they're observingly going to use it is when they 

want to collect on a debt and they may have a judgment and may need 

to go after a particular employer so that they can, you know, garnish 

wages or something of that nature.   

So, presumably, they're going to try to find some 

access to the information.  This -- we -- I think, generally is fairly 

reliable information.  Do you know what other sources there might be 

that they might go after the information?  Because there has been a 

concern raised that you may end up actually, you know, if somebody 

has, say, a common name, they may actually end up causing some 

trouble for somebody who is not the debtor that they're looking for.   

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  I'm not sure I understand the 

question. 

MR. RA:  Well, presumably the creditor or the debt 

collector is going to be looking for, you know, an individual, and this 

may be, you know, not just general information, but they may have a 

judgment that they're looking to execute.  So, maybe they're looking to 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                               MARCH 20, 2019

24

go to the employer and garnish the individual's wages.  This process 

as currently in law I think provides, you know, reliable information for 

them so that they go after the right person.  There's been a concern 

raised that without some -- without access to this type of information, 

they may have to go to, you know, other sources of information that 

may not be as accurate and might not be able to find the correct 

person.  And say if you have a very common name, that they be 

contacting an employer of somebody's who's not the person they're 

looking for. 

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  When -- when someone takes 

out a loan, I think it's incumbent upon the lender to get their -- their 

proper contact information so they could follow up and -- and get 

repaid.  I think that's the point, that the lender should be getting 

accurate information about the borrower. 

MR. RA:  Okay.  And just with regard to how, you 

know, the interplay between this and the Fair Debt Collection 

Practices Act which I know, you know, limits the purposes for which 

this type of information can be -- can be transferred and used and I 

think has some requirements in terms of, you know, notifying 

somebody when their -- when their information has been requested.  Is 

there any concern with conflict between the Federal law and how this 

would operate?  

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  No. 

MR. RA:  One last question I had.  So, you know, in 

a situation where we're talking about say, you know, it's perhaps a 
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governmental entity looking for an individual, you know, missed 

taxes, child support payments.  Would -- would the governmental 

entity that -- that needs to look for this individual be able to access 

this information, or would they also need the signed -- the signed 

disclosure?  

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  Governmental entities are 

separate.  They're not covered under this. 

MR. RA:  Okay.  Thank you very much.  

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  Thanks, Ed.

MR. RA:  Mr. Speaker, on the bill. 

Thank you.  You know, I think certainly, you know, 

in the year 2019 we're all -- we're all concerned with -- with our data 

being out there and, you know, we've -- we've probably all at some 

point either heard about, you know, a store or a bank credit card that 

we have that had a data breach and, you know, had to deal with credit 

monitoring and trying to hopefully make sure that our data hasn't 

fallen into the wrong hands.  

So -- so I think the intent is certainly good for there to 

be -- for there to be, you know, disclosure and informed consent from 

a person that their information is being shared, but I do think there are, 

you know, legitimate uses of a lot of this information that debt 

collectors, unfortunately, have to rely on to collect debts that are -- 

that are legally owed to them.  So -- so I think that there are legitimate 

concerns with this piece of legislation, because there are Federal laws 

in effect that -- that govern the use of this information and restrict its 
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use, make sure that there's notification.  So -- so I think some may be 

opposed because of that -- that reason.  Thank you.

ACTING SPEAKER PICHARDO:  Mr. Goodell. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you.  Would the sponsor 

yield? 

ACTING SPEAKER PICHARDO:  Does the sponsor 

yield?  

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  Yes. 

ACTING SPEAKER PICHARDO:  The sponsor 

yields.

MR. GOODELL:  As I understand the bill, the credit 

card -- the credit companies like Equifax would not be able to make 

available credit information -- 

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  Employment; employment.  

MR. GOODELL:  -- to a debt collector without the 

debtors' consent; that's the purpose of this bill?  

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  Yes. 

MR. GOODELL:  And, of course, it's unlikely that 

most debtors will give that consent.  I would find that very unusual if a 

debtor would cooperate with a debt collection company to seek their 

assets or their information; is that correct? 

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  It's -- yes, it's -- the consumer 

reporting agency would not be able to sell the individual's 

employment information to a debt collector without getting consent, 

yes.  
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MR. GOODELL:  So, the basic purpose of this bill is 

to eliminate the ability of debt collectors, as a practical matter, to 

access that type of information in seeking to collect the debt?  

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  Yeah. 

MR. GOODELL:  But as we know, all these bills 

have financial ramifications that go well beyond the individuals.  And 

so, when we take out a credit card, the fees that we pay as a legitimate 

credit card holder, the interest rate that we pay, the interest rate we 

pay on mortgages, the costs that we pay when we buy goods, all of 

those costs reflect the fact that not everyone who uses a credit card or 

takes out a mortgage or buys goods on credit pays, right?  And so, the 

uncollected debt is, in a sense, passed on to the consumer. 

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  Say -- say that again. 

MR. GOODELL:  Certainly.  We know whenever we 

buy goods or services, or take out a loan or acquire a credit card that 

part of what we are paying for in interest rates or in a charge is part of 

that charge covers the fact that not everyone else pays on time.  And 

so when a debt collector is successful in collecting on a credit card 

debt, that debt collector's success results in lower charges to everyone 

else.  So, don't we want to encourage everyone to pay their legitimate 

debt?  Because otherwise the people who are paying end up paying a 

higher price or a higher interest rate or more expense.  They have to 

pick up the loss. 

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  I understand your point, but 

right now, people don't even know that their employment information 
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is being shared.  When they go to take out a mortgage and their 

information is accessed through the work number, they have no idea 

that ten years down the road, that their information is still going to be 

available to a debt collector, and that's something that we're trying to 

prevent. 

MR. GOODELL:  So shouldn't --  wouldn't that issue 

be resolved by a notice of some sort?  

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  By a notice?  

MR. GOODELL:  Well, again, I go back to this -- the 

basic question:  Shouldn't we make it easier for debt collectors to 

collect debt so that the rest of the State, all the rest of the residents 

who are paying on time, won't have to pay higher rates to cover those 

losses?  

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  I'm sorry, say that again. 

MR. GOODELL:  Sure.  Don't we want -- 

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  People make a decision, 

people make a decision.  

MR. GOODELL:  Don't we want to encourage people 

to pay their own debts so that everyone else doesn't have to pay higher 

costs to cover their debt?  

MR. BRAUNSTEIN:  People make a decision at the 

time of taking out their mortgage whether or not they want to accept 

the rate that's being offered or not.  And this affords them an 

opportunity to prevent their employment information from being sold 

to debt collectors ten years, 20 years down the road.  That's what this 
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bill accomplishes. 

MR. GOODELL:  Okay.  Thank you very much for 

your comments, I appreciate it.  

On the bill, sir. 

ACTING SPEAKER PICHARDO:  On the bill. 

MR. GOODELL:  This, unfortunately, is somewhat 

of a zero-sum game.  So, the more people default on their credit card, 

the higher the credit card interest is for everyone else.  And so, 

ironically, when a debt collector is successful in getting someone to 

pay the debt that they promised to pay in the first place, their success 

in getting people to pay for their own debt means that the rest of us 

don't pay higher charges to pay for that debt.  And so, if you're 

interested in helping the consumers who pay their debt on time to pay 

lower charges or lower interest rate, then you equally ought to want to 

encourage those who don't pay to bring their credit card debt or their 

mortgage debt or their consumer debt current because if they don't 

bring their own debt current, you and all your constituents will be 

paying more to cover those losses.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER PICHARDO:  Read the last 

section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 180th 

day. 

ACTING SPEAKER PICHARDO:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 
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Mr. Vanel to explain his vote. 

MR. VANEL:  Mr. Speaker, I rise to -- to thank the 

sponsor in -- in --in putting in this bill.  This bill is simple.  It's about 

making sure that people and New Yorkers have the right to their 

information.  It's very unfair for people to be able to -- for employers, 

for Equifax or for any of the reporting agencies to be able to take New 

Yorkers' information and resell them without -- without our 

permission.  We're moving to a point where data is very valuable.  In 

America and in New York State, data is the new gold and consumers 

must have more rights and -- and autonomy over their data.  This is a 

good step ahead and a good step forward.  I vote in the affirmative. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Kim.

MR. KIM:  Yeah, I want to thank the Speaker -- 

Assemblymember Ed Braunstein for putting this bill together.  This is 

-- you know, we already live in a society where the rules and 

regulations heavily favor the lenders and by credit card -- credit card 

rating companies just selling data of consumers left and right without 

any oversight, we're actually perpetuating the favoritism to our 

lenders.  They're mining data every single day to predict public 

behavior and -- and how they can treat consumers, and that's not right.  

And this bill protects consumers' data and I appreciate my colleague, 

Edward Braunstein, for championing this legislation.  But we have to 

do more to make sure that we can own our data moving forward.  

Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Kim in the 
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affirmative. 

Ms. Niou to explain her vote. 

MS. NIOU:  I just wanted to commend the sponsor of 

the bill for putting together such a strong consumer protection.  I think 

that one of the things that this bill does is really be able to have some 

teeth in putting together some ability for folks to actually have a fine 

related to the things that they're doing.  So, I think that that's a really, 

really strong protection for consumers and I just wanted to commend 

the sponsor for putting this together, because without these 

protections, a lot of folks can fall prey to having their information sold 

without their knowing.  So few of my constituents knew that their 

information was being sold without their knowledge.

And so, I just wanted to thank our sponsor, again, 

because I think that our consumer protection issues, there are so many 

different little nuances to the things that are being leaked nowadays 

with technology, and I think that this is something that is a good 

example of a strong consumer protection.  So, thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  Ms. Niou in 

the affirmative.  

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

Mr. Goodell. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you, Madam Speaker, for 

the opportunity to interrupt our proceedings for an important 
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introduction on behalf of our Assemblyman Cliff Crouch.  We have 

with us the Chief of the Chenango Forks Fire Department, Darin 

Johns.  And accompanying Mr. Johns, as well, is a very important 

person, Lisa Johns.  So, if you would welcome to our Chamber on 

behalf of Assemblymember Cliff Crouch, Darin and Lisa Johns from 

Chenango Forks.  Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  On behalf 

of Mr. Crouch, the Speaker and all the members, we welcome the 

Chief and his wife from the Chenango Forks to the Chamber, and 

extend the privileges of the floor and we hope you enjoy our 

proceedings and thank you for joining us today. 

(Applause)

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Madam 

Speaker.  If we can now turn to Calendar No. 88, it's on page 10 and 

it's on debate, as well, by Mr. O'Donnell. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  The Clerk 

will read. 

THE CLERK:  Senate No. S00300, Calendar No. 88, 

Senator Hoylman (O'Donnell, Seawright, De La Rosa -- A05604).  An 

act to amend the Estates, Powers and Trust Law and the Surrogate's 

Court Procedure Act, in relation to making technical corrections 

related to marriage equality.  

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  An 

explanation has been requested.
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Mr. O'Donnell. 

MR. O'DONNELL:  Thank you very much.  In 2007 I 

wrote a bill that this House passed which afforded same-sex couples 

the same rights and privileges that the State gives to gender discordant 

couples, that is the right to marry.  Five years later in 2011, the Senate 

finally took up that bill and marriage equality was the law of the State 

of New York.  At the time, it was the largest State in the nation that 

provided that opportunity.  Since then, the Supreme Court has ruled in 

the Windsor case that the Defense of Marriage Act was violative of 

the Equal Protection Clause and that my right to marry had to be 

treated equally to anyone else's right to marry by the Federal courts -- 

by the Federal government.  Subsequent, in the Obergefell case, the 

Supreme Court ruled that states were required to issue licenses to 

same-sex couples to have a license to marry, just like everybody else. 

This is a simple technical amendment to two portions 

of the State laws that were written in a non-gender neutral way.  It 

doesn't change anything, it simply changes words like "paternal 

grandparent" to "grandparents", or "husband and wife" to "spouse". 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  Mr. 

Montesano. 

MR. MONTESANO:  Thank you.

On the bill, please. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  On the bill. 

MR. MONTESANO:  Thank you.  While I 

understand the sponsor's intent with the law and don't dispute any of 
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the facts about same-sex marriage and the rights that travel with it, 

and many of our laws have been amended to reflect those changes, the 

concerning issue in -- in -- in amending this law along the lines that 

this bill provides for creates a problem for estate planning attorneys 

and attorneys that practice before the Surrogate's Court.  Because on 

many of occasion when someone dies, especially intestate without a 

will, we have to submit a very lengthy family tree that explains the 

lineage of the decedent.  And in that lineage, you have to describe not 

only who the parents were of that decedent, but the grandparents of 

that decedent.  And sometimes you have to go as far back as to the 

great-grandparents of the decedent.  And then you have to do it on 

both sides; so, on the mother's side and on the father's side.  

And the language that's used is the "maternal side" 

and the "paternal side".  And this is used throughout our country to 

track family trees.  It's also used in international law.  In many cases 

that I've had over the years that I appeared in as a guardian for some 

people, we see these family trees come in from England, from Italy, 

from Spain, from France and the documentation is continually the 

same, because that's how it's traced.  So, we have to find a way to 

track the lineage on both sides of the family and properly identify who 

the parents were for the decedent, grandparents, siblings are also 

included in that.  It goes to the first cousin, it goes to the second 

cousin, it goes to the third cousin.  Because when a person dies 

intestate, you have to find a way to track down the different classes of 

relatives because that's who would be entitled to the money that the 
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decedent left.  And you have to establish if there's two sides to the 

lineage and track down as many as you can during that discovery.  

So, the concern that I have and other attorneys have is 

what do we do, how do we adjust the verbiage in the law to address 

the family tree?  How do we explain if we're looking at a decedent 

who is a child of -- has two fathers.  How do we describe that on the 

family tree?  Do we say father one on one side and father two on the 

other side?  And then we have to show their parental lineage.  So, then 

you would have to use the term "mother" and "father" if they were 

born to a mother and father.  

So, it creates a complex problem that I don't think 

this particular bill addresses, and I think it would cause more trouble 

in laying out a family tree and tracking down the relatives in all 

classes, whether it be parental, whether it be a sibling, whether it be a 

cousin, to make sure they get what's coming to them under the 

decedent's estate.  So, for those reasons, I would ask my colleagues to 

give this some deep consideration.  While I understand the intent of 

the sponsor and would like to make all things equal and all things 

apply across the board in all the laws of the State that we have, I think 

this one has to really be thought of it and I would ask them at this 

time -- as I will be voting against this bill and would ask them to 

consider doing the same.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  Read the 

last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 
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ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  The Clerk 

will record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

Mr. O'Donnell to explain his vote. 

MR. O'DONNELL:  I'm a little surprised I'm standing 

up again.  There are people in the State currently who don't have a 

mother and a father, they have two parents.  Sometimes it's two 

women and sometimes it's two men.  To change the law that doesn't 

say "maternal" or "paternal" is to reflect the reality of what we live in.  

The courts allow for that, it also allows for adoptions.  No one has 

ever suggested that because people have been adopted that they are 

not -- that they don't have parents.   

So, in the end, this is just conforming legislation that 

is not at all complicated.  You take one parent and you go up the 

family tree on that one parent's side, and you take the other parent and 

go up the family tree on that family side, and then you have the whole 

family tree without ever having to assume the gender of either party.  I 

urge a yes vote. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  Mr. 

O'Donnell in the affirmative. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

Mr. Goodell. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you very much, Madam 
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Speaker.  On behalf of Assemblyman Kevin Byrne and 

Assemblywoman Sandy Galef, it is my honor to introduce some 

distinguished guests who are visiting us today.  These are Friends of 

Recovery for Putnam County, and their focusing on helping addicts 

recover from their addiction and to improve the quality and 

effectiveness of our addiction services.  And here today joining us is 

Victoria Metz, Kathy Nugent, Richard Malrey [sic] (Malvey), Debbie 

Molfetta, Tammy Bender and Brianna Adams.  If you would extend 

the cordialities of the House to these important residents who are 

doing so much good in Putnam County on behalf of Assemblyman 

Byrne and Assemblywoman Galef.  Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  Thank you.  

On behalf of Assemblyman Byrne and Ms. -- Assemblywoman Galef, 

the Speaker and all the members, we welcome you from Putnam 

County here today.  We appreciate you here -- being here today and 

all the work that you do helping individuals in need.  To the Chamber, 

we extend the privileges of the floor and hope you enjoy the 

proceedings, and thank you for joining us. 

(Applause)

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Madam Speaker, if we 

could take up another debate bill, it's Calendar No. 102 and it's on 

page 11, by Member Seawright. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  The Clerk 

will read. 
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THE CLERK:  Senate Bill No. S03134, Calendar No. 

130 -- 102, Ms. -- Senator Myrie (Seawright, D'Urso--A01740).  An 

act to amend the Election Law, in relation to satisfying filing 

requirements.  

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  An 

explanation has been requested.  

Ms. Seawright.

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  Thank you.  This bill is one of 

the State Board of Elections 2019 bipartisan legislative 

recommendations.  It allows candidates to satisfy both local and State 

requirements when filing to run for election by filing only once.  

Filing with a local campaign finance board may fulfill both local and 

State requirements, as well.  Under the current system, candidates are 

required to file with both their local campaign finance board and with 

the State, whose systems and requirements may not align.  The only 

locality that has local more restrictive campaign finance laws is in 

New York City.   

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  Mr. 

Goodell. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you, Madam Speaker, 

would the sponsor yield? 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  Does the 

sponsor yield?  

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  Yes. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you very much, Ms. 
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Seawright.  Under the current law, as I understand it, every State 

official and local official that's running has to file with the State Board 

of Elections, correct, their financial report?  

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  That is correct. 

MR. GOODELL:  And that provides every resident in 

the State a standardized database that they can easily and quickly 

access by going to one location, correct?  

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  That is correct. 

MR. GOODELL:  And it also ensures that the State 

Board of Elections, which has their primary Statewide responsibility 

for enforcing our finance laws, has the information itself.  

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  And under this bill, they would 

have the information, as well. 

MR. GOODELL:  But as you know, one of the tools 

that the State Board of Elections has to enforce the Campaign Finance 

Law is the penal provisions that make it a crime to file a false 

instrument.  Under this law, candidates would no longer -- some 

candidates would no longer be filing with the State Board of 

Elections, correct? 

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  Enforcement Council would 

still be able to enforce the Penal Law. 

MR. GOODELL:  If -- if there's a filing with a local 

finance board and the local finance board for some reason doesn't data 

enter the information correctly or accurately or timely.  What remedy 

is there under this law?  Is there a penalty that's imposed on the local 
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board for failing to file in a timely manner so the data's available on 

the State Board?  

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  So, under this bill the State has 

the authority to remove if -- if it's not being followed correctly under 

the local campaign finance board. 

MR. GOODELL:  Well, actually the removal 

provisions apply in three situations, correct?  One is -- deals with the 

filing format, the second is that the local finance board data is publicly 

available, and third is an authorization of the Chief Enforcement 

Officer.  Those three criteria could be met even though the local 

campaign finance board is not filing the information in a timely 

manner; isn't that correct?  

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  If the candidate is not following 

the law under the Campaign Finance Board, the State has the right to 

revert it back and require filing with the State. 

MR. GOODELL:  I understand if the candidate 

doesn't comply, the State would be able to enforce.  What happens 

when the local board fails to comply?  

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  Same thing. 

MR. GOODELL:  So you're saying the State Board of 

Elections could bring an enforcement action against the local finance 

board if they don't file on time?  

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  No, I'm saying that the State can 

notify the local campaign finance board that the filing has to be with 

the State because they're in non-compliance. 
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MR. GOODELL:  How many local finance boards do 

we have across New York State?  

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  We have one -- New York City, 

which is more stringent in its rules and laws than New York State. 

MR. GOODELL:  So you're saying there's only one 

local finance board, there's no other local finance board anywhere else 

in the State?  

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  At this time. 

MR. GOODELL:  Well then why don't we pass a law 

requiring the New York City Finance Board to accept the data that's 

filed in New York State rather than create a patchwork situation?  

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  This saves time, red tape, 

resources by allowing a more stringent campaign finance board for a 

candidate to satisfy the filing requirements by filing locally with the 

Campaign Finance Board. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you very much for 

answering those questions, I appreciate it. 

On the bill. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  On the bill. 

MR. GOODELL:  I, again, I appreciate the desire of 

the sponsor of the bill to eliminate duplicate filing site, I support that 

concept.  The problem is that we go from a Statewide database that is 

available to any resident in the State and it's very easy to access and 

it's all the same, so you can compare filings anywhere you want.  

That's the system we have now.  The system we have now maximizes 
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transparency, it maximizes ease of access.  It maximizes the ability of 

any voter to find out any information they need about campaign 

finances.  

This bill suggests that instead of having a transparent 

single database that applies equally to everyone, we instead now will 

rely on local finance boards instead of a single Statewide finance 

board.  So, instead of having a single transparent finance board, we'll 

now have a patchwork.  Under this bill, if you want to find out what a 

candidate's finances are, instead of looking it up on the State board, 

you have to find out where they filed with the local board and then 

you have to access the local board.  It makes it harder to get 

comprehensive, open, transparent information about campaign 

finance. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  Ms. 

Seawright, why do you rise?  

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  Thank you.  Mr. Goodell, with 

all due respect, that's factually incorrect.  The State Board of Elections 

under this bill will be -- 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  Are you 

asking Mr. Goodell to yield?  

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  Yes.

MR. GOODELL:  I thought that was implied, and did 

you have a question?  

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  Are you aware that under the 

New York State Board of Elections Law that they will be maintaining 
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a link, very transparent for anyone that wants to access the data?  

MR. GOODELL:  Yes, I am aware of that.  

And so, going back on the bill, instead of looking at a 

database that's maintained by the State Board of Elections that allows 

for a very simple, comprehensive, compatible analysis, if the 

candidate filed with a local board under this -- this bill, all you would 

-- you would have a link that would take you to a different site that 

reports the information in a different manner.  And the accuracy of 

that different site and how fast that information is recorded doesn't 

rely on our State Board of Elections, it relies on a local board -- a 

finance board.

And so if the local finance board doesn't get it up 

quickly, they're not subject to any penalties.  There's no repercussions.  

In theory, they could have their rights withdrawn, but not for failure to 

comply in a timely manner; that's omitted under this bill.  So, for all of 

us who want open, transparent financial data on elections, on a single 

platform that enables us to compare financial data and understand and 

access it easily, we should stay with the same system.  And to meet 

my colleague's legitimate issue about duplicate financing, instead of 

replacing our single, comprehensive system with a patchwork, why 

don't we simply pass a bill that requires the local finance board to 

accept what's filed on the State level?  Thank you very much, Madam 

Speaker, and, again, thank you to my colleague. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  Ms. Griffin. 

MS. GRIFFIN:  Thank you.  Thank you very much 
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for asking -- having -- welcoming me to speak.  I wanted to ask 

everyone to join me in welcoming members of 32BJ -- 

VOICE:  We're on the bill. 

MS. GRIFFIN:  Oh, I'm sorry.  This was something 

else.  

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  Read the 

last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect January 1st. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  The Clerk 

will record the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Ms. Seawright to explain her vote.  

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  In 

1988, New York City passed a reform to its Charter that enacted 

public financing and created the Campaign Finance Board, which has 

more stringent laws and rules than New York State.  I appreciate my 

colleagues for supporting this bill today to reduce the red tape and the 

bureaucracy, and to promote efficiency on this Election Reform Bill 

that in 2019 has bipartisan support from the Board of Elections as a 

legislative recommendation.  I cast my vote in the affirmative.  Thank 

you. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  Ms. 

Seawright in the affirmative. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 
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The bill is passed. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Madam 

Speaker, for the opportunity to interrupt our proceedings briefly to 

acknowledge guests of our colleague, Ms. Griffin.  They are from the 

32BJ from Long Island, New York City and the Hudson Valley.  

Madam Speaker, would you please welcome and give them the 

cordialities of our floor. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  On behalf 

of Ms. Griffin, the Speaker and all the members, we welcome the 

distinguished guests from Long Island to the Chambers, extend the 

privileges to the floor and hope you enjoy the proceedings, and thank 

you for joining us. 

(Applause)

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Madam Speaker, if you 

could please call on Mr. Dilan to make an announcement for Mr. Otis. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  Mr. Dilan. 

MR. DILAN:  There will be an immediate 

Democratic Conference in the Speaker's Conference Room following 

the conclusion of Session. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  Democratic 

Conference after Session.

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Madam Speaker, if you 
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could please call on Mr. Crouch for an announcement. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  Mr. 

Crouch. 

MR. CROUCH:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  There 

will be an immediate Republican Conference, members-only, in the 

Parlor. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  

Members-only Conference in the Parlor.

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Madam Speaker, do we 

have any further housekeeping or resolutions?  

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  No, we do 

not. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Then I move that the 

Assembly stand adjourned until March the 21st, tomorrow being a 

legislative day, that we'll reconvene at 2:00 p.m. on March the 25th, 

that Monday being a Session day. 

ACTING SPEAKER BUTTENSCHON:  Thank you.

The Assembly stands adjourned.

(Whereupon, at 1:05 p.m., the Assembly stood 

adjourned until Thursday, March 21st, Thursday being a legislative 

day, and to reconvene on Monday, March 25th at 2:00 p.m., Monday 

being a Session day.)


