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TUESDAY, MAY 7, 2019                                                    2:37 P.M.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The House will come 

to order. 

Imam Tahir Kukaj will offer a prayer.  

IMAM KUKAJ:  (Speaking foreign language).

All praise be to Almighty God, the Creator, the 

treasurer of the world.  His peace and blessings be upon our prophet 

Muhammad and upon prophets proceeding with righteousness and 

upon all those they follow Him with the righteousness to the day of 

judgment.  May God's blessings and peace be upon this Assembly.  

Bless your effort, guide your mind to righteousness and what is benefit 

for our State.  

It's an honor and a privilege to be here with elected 

officials of our beloved State.  I bring greetings from Staten Island, 

from Albanian community, Muslim community in Staten Island.  
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Bring greetings for our elected officers, in particular from Staten 

Island Assemblymembers Nicole Malliotakis, Michael Cusick, 

Michael Reilly and our beloved recently-elected Charles Fall.  We 

pray to Almighty God that open your ears to hear God's voice, the 

truth.  We pray to Almighty God to open and bless your eyes to see 

God's blessings and bounties.  We pray to Almighty God to open your 

minds to receive God's eternal wisdom.  We pray to Almighty God to 

bless your spirit to find the truth.  We pray to Almighty God to bless 

your hearts to receive God's love.  

Almighty God, we ask You to bless our 

Assemblymembers with a patronize of profit Abraham, father of all 

prophets, father of Christians and Jews and Muslims.  We pray to 

Almighty God that give you the wisdom and leadership of prophet 

Moses who led his People to their land of free from slavery.  We pray 

to Almighty God to give members of the Assembly the spirit of 

statement of prophet David and Solomon to give your hearts and 

humbleness and nobleness of Jesus peace be upon Him and mercy and 

justice for all of prophet Muhammad, peace be upon Him.  God bless 

you all.  Honored to be here again.  Thank you.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Amen.  

Visitors are invited to join members in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  

(Whereupon, Acting Speaker Aubry led visitors and 

members in the Pledge of Allegiance.) 

A quorum being present, the Clerk will read the 
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Journal of Monday, May 6.  

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, I move to 

dispense with the further reading of the Journal of Monday, May 6th, 

and ask that the same stand approved. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Without objection, so 

ordered.  

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker, to our colleagues and staff and guests in the Chambers, if I 

could have your attention, please.  Today's quote is actually coming 

from -- 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  It's not a time for 

conversation, please.  We want to listen to the Majority Leader.

Proceed.  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.  Our quote today comes from Mrs. Joyce Meyer.  And Joyce 

says, "We can improve our relationships with others by leaps and 

bounds if we become encouragers instead of critics."  Again, 

"encouragers instead of critics."  That is by Joyce Meyer.  

Mr. Speaker, members do also have on their desk a 

main Calendar which we're going to work from today.  After any 

housekeeping and introductions are done, we're going to start with the 

resolutions on page 3, and then we're going to continue to consent 

from the main Calendar, starting with Calendar No. 242, which is on 
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page 22.  We also have a few bills we're going to take up on debate.  

The members of the Rules Committee should be ready to go for a 

Rules Committee momentarily.  And then there also will be a need for 

a Governmental Employees Committee meeting as well, Mr. Speaker, 

off the floor.  I would also remind members that we will be finishing 

today in a pretty timely manner because our star interns will be 

holding their Mock Session this evening at 5:00.  So with that as a 

general outline, Mr. Speaker, if there are any introductions or 

housekeeping, now would be the appropriate time. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Housekeeping first, 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.

On a motion by Ms. Jacobson -- Mr. Jacobson, page 

27, Calendar No. 269, Bill A-7080, the amendments are received and 

adopted.  

For the purposes of an introduction, Mr. Fall.  

MR. FALL:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I would like to 

take this opportunity to thank Imam Tahir for giving the invocation on 

the second day of the Holy Month of Ramadan.  Imam Tahir is also 

joined here by his son Adam, and Mustapha.  Please.  

I -- I know from experience it's not easy traveling a 

distance, a far distance during the month of Ramadan, so I'm really 

happy that the Imam was able to come out here and make it.  Now, 

Imam Tahir is a wonderful example of the amazing community 

leaders we have out here in a great borough in Staten Island.  He often 

brings the diverse community together on many occasions, whether 
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it's holidays or to bring communities of faith together to condemn any 

violence that may have happened to, whether it's in a mosque, a 

synagogue or in a church.  He's also one of the main imams that were 

behind the Muslim holidays in the City of New York, you know, and 

that's one of the items I plan to make a reality here in the State with 

the support of my colleagues.  He received his PhD at the Graduate 

Theological Foundation of Indiana.  He studied at one of the most 

prestigious Islamic university located in Egypt, and he currently serves 

as an advisor for the NYPD Muslim Advisory Council, a chaplain for 

the NYPD Muslim Officers Society and a board member of the 

Building Bridges Coalition.  One of the things that the Imam often 

highlights is how hate can be defeated in our great society through 

education and communication.  

In addition to introducing the Imam, you know, I -- I 

think as a first Staten Island State representative of African descent 

and of Muslim faith, I really want to take this opportunity to briefly 

describe what Ramadan teaches us.  It teaches us to gift, charity; 

purifying one's behavior; doing good deeds; bringing a diverse 

community together of different faiths to break fast; and express 

thankfulness and appreciation for all we have.

Mr. Speaker, can you kindly extend the privileges of 

the floor and today's cordialities to Imam Tahir, his son Adam, and 

Mustapha.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Mr. Fall, the Speaker and all the members, Imam, we welcome you 
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here to the New York State Assembly, thank you for -- 

IMAM KUKAJ:  Thank you very much.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  -- offering prayers.  

IMAM KUKAJ:  Thank you.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  -- we really 

appreciate that time.  

And to both your son and guest, you also are 

extended the privileges of the floor.  Thank you so very much for 

joining with the Imam and keeping him company on this wonderful 

day.  Thank you and please know you're always welcome here.  Thank 

you. 

(Applause)

For the purposes of an introduction, Ms. Buttenschon. 

MS. BUTTENSCHON:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 

the opportunity to interrupt our proceedings to introduce the family of 

Fallen Officer Kevin F. Crossley, a member of the Whitesboro Police 

Department, as well as the administration and friends that are here 

today.  Fallen Officer Kevin Crossley's parents are here; George and 

Linda Crossley; his aunt and uncle, his brother Mike and girlfriend 

Natalie; the Winan (phonetic) family; Whitesboro Mayor and Deputy 

Mayor Friedlander and Daviau; Chief Hiffa; Sergeant Buley and 

Officers Ruszkowski, Scarafile, Jacon, Buley, Jones and Sobel.

Whitesboro Police Officer Kevin Crossley was killed 

in the line-of-duty on April 11, 2018 in the Village of Whitesboro.  

Kevin loved his job and the people that he served.  He also 
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volunteered as a firefighter and supported many events that served 

those in need throughout our community.  Officer Crossley is dearly 

missed by his community, his coworkers, friends and family.  Today 

Officer Crossley was remembered at the Annual Police Officers 

Memorial Ceremony to remember all 63 Fallen Officers across the 

State of New York.  And today I will be introducing a resolution 

honoring the life of Fallen Officer Crossley on the one-year 

anniversary of his passing.  Please welcome the Crossley family, 

friends, police officers, administration here to the Assembly today as 

we honor Officer Kevin F. Crossley. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On behalf of Ms. 

Buttenschon, the Speaker and all the members, to those individuals 

here from Whitesboro, to the Crossley family, to friends, all who have 

traveled here for this day, we extend to you the privileges of the floor, 

our condolences on your loss and our commitment to work with you 

to improve the life and people of this State and so that such things will 

never happen again.  Thank you so very much.  Thank you for your 

sacrifice and spending this time with us.  Thank you. 

(Applause)

For the purposes of an introduction, Mr. Smith.  

MR. SMITH:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for allowing 

me to interrupt the proceedings for the purpose of an introduction.  I 

have the distinct honor today to introduce Evelyn and Quinn Volgraf 

and their daughter Laurie.  Today Evelyn Volgraf is being honored as 

one of 63 Women of Distinction across the State of New York for the 
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great work she's done in our community.  As someone who knows the 

Volgraf family very well, Evelyn has led a great effort in our 

community to clean up Lake Ronkonkomo, which is one of the -- 

which is the largest freshwater lake on Long Island.  At a time when 

local governments - this lake spans three towns and has county 

property - at the time where our government had neglected cleaning 

this great natural resource and great beauty of our town, Evelyn and 

her family stood up with over 80 members of our community to take 

on the job themselves.  And for that reason it's something that I think 

we should all be proud of, citizen leaders in our State that take 

initiative to take ownership of their community.  She's also been 

involved in numerous other organizations.  She's the President of the 

Lake Ronkonkomo Historical Society, which works very hard to 

ensure that future generations can appreciate Long Island's great and 

rich history.  

Now, on behalf of myself and my colleague 

Assemblywoman Monica Wallace, who, we both personally know the 

Volgraf family and consider them kind of part of our extended family, 

we want to thank them for coming and ask that you extend to them the 

cordialities of the floor.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Mr. Smith, Ms. Wallace, the Speaker and all the members, we 

welcome you here to the New York State Assembly.  We extend to 

you the privileges of the floor.  We commend you on the work that 

you're doing to protect the environment and protect your communities.  
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Continue to do that great work and we will always be grateful.  Thank 

you, you are always welcome here.

(Applause)

Ms. Solages for an introduction.  

MS. SOLAGES:  Thank you for allowing me to 

interrupt the proceedings for the purposes of an introduction.  Today 

we will pass a resolution proclaiming May 5-12 Fibromyalgia 

Awareness month -- Week.  And so I'm here with the Fibromyalgia 

Task Force that was developed with the International Institute for 

Human Empowerment under the leadership of Sue Shipe, PhD, in 

order to address the inequalities in the diagnosis and treatment of 

fibromyalgia patients due to the lack of education of physicians 

regarding this illness.  So, this year, the Task Force wishes to honor 

Beth - I have to pronounce your name - Yoxthimer, PT, who founded 

the integral [sic] pain program at St. Peter's Hospital.  We thank them 

for providing innovative and outstanding pain management for over 

20 years for many patients living with this chronic pain.  And so some 

of the members of the Task Force are here including Sue Shipe, Brian 

Hart, Lisa Houck.  We also have Dr. Phil Albrecht.  We also have 

volunteer Michelle McCarthy, who is here to recognize this resolution 

and also to advocate for additional support for our patients and 

additional awareness regarding this ailment.  So please, can you 

extend them the cordialities of the House and thank them for all their 

great work.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                                     MAY 7, 2019

10

of Ms. Solages, the Speaker and all the members, we welcome you 

here to the New York State Assembly, the People's House.  We extend 

to you the privileges of the floor.  Our thanks for the work that you're 

doing for individuals afflicted by this disease.  Continue that great 

work.  It makes a difference when you can change the outcome of 

someone's life.  Thank you so very much.  Continue that great work.  

Thank you.  

(Applause)

Resolutions on page 3.  The Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 354, Mr. 

Cusick.  

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Andrew M. Cuomo to proclaim May 7, 2019, as Police Memorial Day 

in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 

adopted.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 355, Mr.  

Stirpe.  

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Andrew M. Cuomo to proclaim May 5-11, 2019, as Small Business 

Week in the State of New York.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Stirpe on the 

resolution.  

MR. STIRPE:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I rise today 
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to speak on this resolution.  As Chair of the Small Business 

Committee and a former small business owner, it is my honor to 

sponsor this resolution celebrating Small Business Week.  Small 

businesses are a critically important part of our economy in New 

York.  There are more than 600,000 businesses with fewer than 100 

employees in our State.  That's over 98 percent of all businesses in 

New York.  These businesses employ 54 percent of the State 

workforce or more than 4.1 million people.  These are the 

entrepreneurs, the mom and pop shops and the family restaurants that 

line our Main Streets and bring growth to our neighborhoods.  I grew 

up in my parents' small family restaurant in Clyde, New York, starting 

the day at 4:30 a.m. every weekend, school vacation and all summer 

long.  That's where I learned about hard work and giving back to your 

community.  And there are countless small business owners who do 

that every day in our great State.  With this resolution, we honor them 

all and we say thank you.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, nay.  The resolution is 

adopted.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 356, Ms. 

Solages.  

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Andrew M. Cuomo to proclaim May 5-12, 2019, as Fibromyalgia 

Awareness Week in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 
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those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 

adopted.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 357, Ms. 

Hunter.  

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Andrew M. Cuomo to proclaim May 2019, as Building Safety Month 

in the State of New York.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 

adopted.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 358, Ms. 

Malliotakis.  

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Andrew M. Cuomo to proclaim April 30, 2019, as Therapy Animal 

Day in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 

adopted.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 359, Mr. 

Thiele.  

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Andrew M. Cuomo to proclaim May 2019, as Lupus Awareness 

Month in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 
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adopted.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 360, Ms. 

Reyes.  

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Andrew M. Cuomo to proclaim May 2019, as Workers Awareness 

Month in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Reyes on the 

resolution.  

Ladies and gentlemen, this is not a -- this is not 

conversation time.   

MS. REYES:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I am proud 

to introduce this resolution proclaiming May 2019 as Workers 

Awareness Month in the State of New York in conjunction with the 

Observance of International Workers Day.  This day honors the 

hardworking men and women of New York State.  But more 

importantly, it pays homage to the strong union traditions of our great 

State.  May Day is an official holiday in 66 countries.  The roots of 

May Day, however, are deeply American and date back to May 1st of 

1886 where more than 300,000 workers and 13,000 businesses across 

the United States walked off their jobs in demand of an eight-hour 

workday.  It is the original People Over Profit rally call.  Since then, 

organized labor has fought for the rights and dignity of all workers.  

From this organizing and their sacrifices we now have child labor 

laws, 40 hour work weeks, living wage laws, the minimum wage, 

health benefits, pension benefits, Social Security, all of which benefit 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                                     MAY 7, 2019

14

all those people who call America home.  I may be an elected official, 

but I'm also a proud rank and file union member.  In the labor 

movement we believe that United We Bargain and Divided We Beg.  

It is my firm hope that we will take this opportunity to not just 

recognize the contributions of workers, but strive to protect workers 

and their families in all we do.  Thank you.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Epstein on the 

resolution.  

MR. EPSTEIN:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Thank you 

for the opportunity to speak on this resolution.  I want to thank the 

sponsor for presenting this resolution before us today acknowledging 

that May Day and the struggle of workers for social and economic 

justice did not come easy.  It came over months and years of struggle.  

Thinking about the -- the idea of an eight-hour workday, five days a 

week.  Workers throughout the world now recognize May Day as a 

day of solidarity, day of movement.  As a former shop steward, as a 

son of a labor leader, as a union president, this is such an important 

moment in symbolizing what we do for workers all over the State.  I 

want to speak in favor of this resolution and thank you for bringing it 

before us today. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you. 

On the resolution, all those in favor signify by saying 

aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is adopted.  

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Mr. 
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Speaker.  Before we move forward, if we could interrupt the 

proceedings to announce a guest in our Chambers.  He is engaged 

right now with one of his constituents.  He is the current Speaker of 

the New York City Council, Corey Johnson.  He, as you know, Mr. 

Speaker, has been elected not too long ago.  He is actually elected to 

serve the 3rd City Council District in New York City, but he's been 

elected by his colleagues to serve as a leader.  So, if you could, Mr. 

Speaker, welcome him to our Chambers.  Always good to see him 

here.  And give him the cordialities of our floor. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Mrs. Peoples-Stokes, the Speaker to the Speaker, we welcome you 

here to the New York State Assembly, extend to you the privileges of 

the floor.  Thank you for joining us today.  We do appreciate the fact 

that you've taken time to come and visit Albany and work with us in 

order to preserve and protect the City of New York.  Thank you so 

very much. 

(Applause)

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  We can go to page 22 

now, Mr. Speaker, starting with Calendar No. 222 -- 242.  Sorry. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Page...

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  22. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  -- 22, Calendar -- 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  242.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  -- 242.  The Clerk 
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will read.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A04615, Calendar No. 

242, Bichotte, Gantt, Mosley, Gottfried, Blake, Walker, Cook, Perry, 

Pretlow, Ortiz, Dinowitz, Lifton, Peoples-Stokes, Hevesi, L. 

Rosenthal, Reyes, Zebrowski.  An act to amend the Executive Law, in 

relation to ethnic or racial profiling.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A04734, Calendar No. 

253, Pretlow.  An act to amend the Racing, Pari-Mutuel Wagering and 

Breeding Law, in relation to certain payments to the horsemen's 

organization.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On a motion by Mr. 

Pretlow, the Senate bill is before the House.  The Senate bill is 

advanced.  Read the last section.   

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.  

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)  

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  This is our first vote of 

the day, Mr. Speaker, so if you could ask our colleagues in and around 

the Chambers to please come in and cast their votes, it would be 

greatly appreciated.  First vote of today.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  First vote of the day, 

members.  Please, if you are in your seats, vote now.  If you are in the 
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sound of our voice, please come to the Chamber and cast your vote.  

Thank you. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, if you 

could... 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you.  If you could 

ask our colleagues to cast their vote.  For those of them that are on the 

Rules Committee, if they could vote and then head towards the 

Speaker's Conference Room for Rules Committee meeting.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Again, members, if 

you are in your seats, cast your vote.  If you need to go to Rules, cast it 

now.  And Rules Committee in the Speaker's Conference Room 

immediately.

ACTING SPEAKER D. ROSENTHAL:  Are there 

any other votes?  Announce the results.  

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed.  

The Clerk will read.

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05000, Calendar No.  

244, Gunther, D'Urso.  An act to amend the General Municipal Law, 

in relation to permitting the Enlarged School District of Middletown 

to establish an insurance reserve fund.  

ACTING SPEAKER D. ROSENTHAL:  On a motion 

by Mrs. Gunther, the Senate bill is before the House.  The Senate bill 

is advanced.
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Read the last section.  

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately.  

ACTING SPEAKER D. ROSENTHAL:  The Clerk 

will record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Are there any other 

votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed.  

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker, for allowing the interruption of our proceedings to introduce 

guests of our colleagues, Judy Griffin and Taylor Raynor.  They are 

Moms Who Demand Action, this -- the whole entire New York State 

chapter, Mr. Speaker.  So if you would please welcome them to our 

Chambers and provide for them the cordialities of the House.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Ms. Griffin and Ms. Raynor, the Speaker and all the members, we 

welcome you here to the New York State Assembly, the People's 

House.  We extend to you the privileges of the floor.  Thank you for 

coming and sharing this day with us in Albany.  We hope that you 

have been profitable and have exercised your free speech rights.  

Thank you so very much.  Always continue to come visit us.  

(Applause)

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.  
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MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, if you 

could please call the Government Employees Committee to the 

Speaker's Conference Room, Mr. Abbate is awaiting.  He's on his way 

there. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Government 

Employees, Speaker's Conference Room immediately.  

The Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05164, Calendar No. 

245, Mosley, Heastie, Gottfried, Gantt, Cook, Perry, Pretlow, 

Dinowitz, Lifton, L. Rosenthal, Crespo, Weprin, Rodriguez, Kim, 

Pichardo, Walker, Barron, Seawright, Joyner, Blake, Hyndman, 

Jaffee, Jean-Pierre.  An act to amend the Criminal Procedure Law, in 

relation to grand jury proceedings.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05175, Calendar No.  

246, Blake, Barron, Cook, Crespo, De La Rosa, Gottfried, Hyndman, 

Mosley, Ortiz, Pheffer Amato, Pichardo, Richardson, Seawright, 

Taylor, Walker, Arroyo.  An act to amend the Private Housing 

Finance Law, in relation to establishing an electronic automated 

system for applications and waiting lists, and to develop a written 

procedure for applicant selection and rejection.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section.  

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 60th 

day.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 
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the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

ACTING SPEAKER BLAKE:  Are there any other 

votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.  We have some distinguished guests in our Chambers, they're 

from the University Heights High School.  These are 62 students, 

there are four educators with them.  They are grades 10 through 12.  

They are studying governmental sections, they have a mock trial -- I'm 

sorry, Mr. Speaker, I...  

ACTING SPEAKER BLAKE:  Ladies and 

gentlemen, can you be quiet in the Chamber, please.  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you.  Mr. 

Speaker, I do believe that these young people from Member Blake's 

district are worthy to some quiet while they are introduced.  

Again, Mr. Speaker, these students are from the 

University Heights High School.  There are 62 of them in grades 10 

through 12.  They are studying government, they have a mock trial, a 

US History and a mock congressional hearing group.  Each of these 

students does four-- four research papers to argue the claims in their 

thesis via writing and oral explanations for Regents exams.  Mr. 

Speaker, I think we should welcome these wonderful students from 
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Mr. Blake's district and certainly encourage them in their efforts and 

hope that they will enjoy themselves here today and one day they 

might actually be in one of these seats.  With that, Mr. Speaker, if you 

would welcome these fine students to our Chambers.  

ACTING SPEAKER BLAKE:  Thank you, Madam 

Leader.  On behalf of myself, the Speaker and all the members, we 

welcome these remarkable students here, including there are several 

who have already told us that they want to run for office and are 

having a mock hearing as well next week.  We welcome them to the 

floor, we welcome them to the Chamber.  We extend the privileges of 

the floor and, of course, this House.  And we hope that they enjoy the 

proceedings before they're about to get back on the road and head 

back to the South Bronx right now.  But they are remarkable students 

that we should be proud of and we thank them all for joining us.  

Thank you, everybody.

(Applause)

The Clerk will read.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05176, Calendar No.  

247, Cook, Ortiz, D'Urso, Otis, Blake, Gunther, Sayegh, Englebright, 

Arroyo, Titus.  An act to amend the Agriculture and Markets Law, in 

relation to creating an advisory board on food safety protection and 

inspection programs in the Department of Agriculture and Markets.

ACTING SPEAKER BLAKE:  The bill is laid aside.

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05268-A, Calendar 

No. 248, Santabarbara.  An act to amend the Highway Law, in relation 
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to designating a portion of the state highway system as the "Sergeant 

Jeremy J. VanNostrand Memorial Highway."  

ACTING SPEAKER BLAKE:  On a motion by the 

Senate -- on a motion by Mr. Santabarbara, the Senate bill is before 

the House.  The Senate bill is advanced.  

Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall -- shall take effect 

immediately.  

ACTING SPEAKER BLAKE:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.  

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)   

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Are there any other 

votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05607, Calendar No. 

249, Weinstein, Dinowitz, Seawright, Colton, Abinanti, Weprin, M.G. 

Miller, Englebright, Gottfried, D'Urso, Jaffee, Zebrowski, Taylor.  An 

act to amend the Civil Practice Law and Rules, in relation to claims 

relating to consumer goods.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05619, Calendar No. 

250, Weinstein, Perry, Hyndman, Colton, Abinanti, Taylor, Wright.  

An act to amend the Real Property Actions and Proceedings Law, in 

relation to the failure to raise the defense of lack of standing in a 
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mortgage foreclosure action.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05701-B, Calendar 

No. 251, Buttenschon.  An act to amend the Highway Law, in relation 

to designating a portion of the state highway system in Oneida County 

as the "Officer Kevin F. Crossley Memorial Highway."  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section.  

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 30th 

day. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.  

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.  

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed.  

Ms. Buttenschon, your first.  Congratulations. 

(Applause)

The Clerk will read.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05776-A, Calendar 

No. 252, Dinowitz, Reyes, Sayegh, Gottfried, Galef, D'Urso, Stirpe, 

Arroyo, Simon, Steck, Cruz, Glick, Zebrowski, Ortiz, Weprin, 

Fernandez.  An act to amend the General Obligations Law, in relation 

to prohibiting agreements between employers that directly restrict the 

current or future employment of any employee.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside.  
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THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05937, Calendar No. 

253, Galef, Cusick, D'Urso.  An act to amend the Criminal Procedure 

Law, in relation to a "problem solving court."  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On a motion by Ms. 

Galef, the Senate bill is before the House.  The Senate bill is 

advanced.  The bill is laid aside.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06023, Calendar No. 

254, Perry, Barron, Colton, Cook, Taylor, Weprin.  An act to amend 

the Public Health Law, in relation to requiring physicians and 

hospitals to obtain the name of the school attended by school-aged 

patients and include this information in their admission registration 

forms.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06163, Calendar No.  

No. 255, Mosley.  An act to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in 

relation to mandatory seat belt use.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside.

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06184, Calendar No. 

256, Pretlow.  An act to amend Chapter 472 of the Laws of 2010 

amending the Racing, Pari-Mutuel Wagering and Breeding Law 

relating to the New York State Thoroughbred Breeding and 

Development Fund, in relation to the effectiveness thereof.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On a motion by Mr. 

Pretlow, the Senate bill is before the House.  The Senate bill is 

advanced.  
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Read the last section.   

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.  

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06277, Calendar No. 

257, Walker, Aubry, Dickens, Perry, Barron, Williams, Simotas, 

Colton, Ortiz, Arroyo, Wright, DenDekker, Niou, De La Rosa, Simon, 

Cook, Englebright, Jean-Pierre, Taylor, Blake.  An act to amend the 

Private Housing Finance Law, in relation to affordable housing 

corporation grants.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06292, Calendar No. 

258, Mosley, D'Urso.  An act to amend the General Business Law, in 

relation to enacting the Pension Poaching Prevention Act. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 120th 

day. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 
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(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06344-A, Calendar 

No.  259, Gunther, M.L. Miller.  An act in relation to making 

available information regarding the process for individuals to obtain 

eligibility for services offered by the Office for People with 

Developmental Disabilities.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 90th 

day.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06358, Calendar No. 

260, Cruz, Arroyo, DenDekker, D'Urso, Epstein, Crespo, M.G. Miller, 

Gottfried, Cook, Sayegh, Dickens, Williams, Ortiz, Simon, Blake, 

McMahon, Galef, Griffin, McDonough, Lawrence, Glick, Hyndman, 

Mosley, Jaffee, Frontus, Colton, Jean-Pierre, Fernandez, Otis, L. 

Rosenthal, Thiele.  An act to amend Chapter 670 of the Laws of 2007 

amending the Education Law relating to directing the Commissioner 

of Education to promulgate regulations limiting the engines of school 

vehicles to remain idling while parked or standing on school grounds, 
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in relation to the effectiveness thereof.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

Ms. Cruz to explain her vote.  

MS. CRUZ:  In -- thank you, Mr. Speaker.  In 

communities like mine where we have a high incidence of asthma, 

this bill's particularly important.  So, I want to thank my colleagues 

who signed on to co-sponsoring who will be voting in the affirmative, 

which I will be doing as well.  So thank you so much for that. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Cruz in the 

affirmative on her bill. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed.  

Ms. Cruz, your first.  Congratulations.  

(Applause)

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, if we could 

advance the A-Calendar. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On Mrs. 

Peoples-Stokes' motion, the A-Calendar is advanced.  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  However, but before we 
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take that up, we want to go to two bills that were previously amended.  

One is on page 6, it's Calendar No. 22.  And the other one is on page 

16, it's Calendar No. 189. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A01104-A, Calendar 

No. 22, Abinanti, Weprin.  An act to amend the General Obligations 

Law, in relation to genetically modified organisms.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.  

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)  

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A03408-A, Calendar 

No. 189, Zebrowski, Kim, Rodriguez, Weprin, Niou, Perry, 

Montesano.  An act to amend the Financial Services Law, in relation 

to student debt consultants.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section.   

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 180th 

day. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.  

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 
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Mr. Zebrowski to explain his vote.  Quiet, please.  

MR. ZEBROWSKI:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  To 

explain my -- my vote.  It's no secret to my colleagues and to New 

Yorkers that we have a student loan -- a student debt crisis.  Making 

matters worse oftentimes, is when borrowers are taken advantage of 

either by the servicers or, in other instances, by what are known as 

student debt consultants.  When folks are in debt, when they have 

maybe missed a payment, oftentimes they are approached by, or they 

see advertisements by companies that suggest that they can help get 

them out of debt.  Too often these unregulated companies will then 

take fees on the front end, will actually serve to put these students 

further into debt, further behind the eight ball and exacerbate the 

situation.  So, what this bill would do would be to establish a 

regulatory structure for these consultants, establish prohibited 

practices, establish what can and cannot be in a contract so that 

hopefully we can get a handle on this.  And if there are companies that 

truly help student borrowers, that we are sure that if they are operating 

in our State, that at the end of the day the borrowers end up better off, 

and not worse off, by contracting with these companies.  I'll be voting 

in the affirmative and I ask all my colleagues to join me.  Thank you.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Zebrowski in the 

affirmative. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed.  
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Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, if we can 

now go to Rules Report No. A -- that we already advanced we're -- 

Rules Report No. 61 on page 3. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will read.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06865-A, Rules 

Report No. 61, Dickens.  An act authorizing Commissioner of General 

Services to transfer and convey certain lands in the County of New 

York City, City of New York, to the Urban Development Corporation; 

and providing for the repeal of certain provisions upon expiration 

thereof.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  An explanation is 

requested, Ms. Dickens.  

MS. DICKENS:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 

allowing me this time.  I just want to give a little history on the 

organization, the non-for-profit that is purchasing this -- this -- this 

land.  The National Urban League was founded in 1910 in Harlem 

emerging at a time when it was badly needed to help the improvement 

of, and the financial and political assistance for African-Americans.  

The mission of this organization is to secure economic self-reliance, 

parity, political power, economic power and civil rights.  The fight 

continues.  During the distinguished tenure of the renowned Whitney 

Young, the League held meetings with A. Philip Randolph, Martin 

Luther King and others to develop lands for the 1963 March on 

Washington and initiated programs such as the Speed Academy as an 
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alternative education for high school dropouts for preparation to 

eventually go to college.  Today, under the form -- former Mayor of 

New Orleans, Marc Morial, the League continues to serve in 36 states 

and Washington D.C. with 90 affiliates providing direct service in 

education, health care, housing, jobs and justice, including the 

Coalition to Stop Gun Violence.  This development is being -- the 

structure of it is EDC and OGS, that's the New York City Economic 

Development Corp. and the Office of General Services will convey 

the parcel and heir rights to ESD, the Empire State Development, 

which will convey the land to the National Urban League through a 

99-year lease.  This is a private mixed-use project that will benefit this 

community through job enhancements.  With a community that has 40 

percent below the poverty level in the 13th Congressional District, 

there will be approximately 630 full-time permanent jobs at the site, 

with 500 direct construction jobs.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you. 

Mr. Goodell. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you very much.  Would the 

sponsor yield? 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Dickens, will 

you yield?  And we will ask for some quiet, folks, we are on debate 

now.  So you've had -- 

MS. DICKENS:  Mr. Goodell, you're asking me to 

yield?   

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Yes. 
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MS. DICKENS:  Yes, I will. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you, Ms. Dickens.  I -- I 

note the purpose of this bill is to transfer title from the State of New 

York of the 125th Street Project over to the Urban Development 

Corporation.  And as you now mentioned, the Urban Development 

Corporation in turn is planning to lease it under a 99-year lease to the 

Urban Development League.  My question is:  The purchase price set 

forth in this legislation is $1 million.  The property has 160,000 square 

feet so that's $6, $6.25 per square foot.  Is that a fair market value for 

this building or what is the fair market value?  

MS. DICKENS:  All right.  Let me just break 

something down just for a minute which you mentioned.  There will 

be 170 affordable units, housing units ranging from 40 percent AMI to 

80 percent AMI, something that has not been done in some time in 

that community.  Plus, there will be an additional 30 percent 

supportive housing units.  There will be 20,000 in cultural space for a 

civil rights museum.  Sixty-thousand square feet that the National 

Urban League will occupy as its national headquarters, as well as have 

a conference center.  There will be 68,000 square feet of class A office 

space that can be utilized by the community.  There's 4,500 square 

feet, that's a community-facility housing the 100 black men and the 

jazz mobile rent-free in perpetuity and 83,000 square feet of retail, 

which will subsidize the museum's operations. 

Now, the -- there was a -- an appraisal that was gotten 

by OGS at -- at some point.  The -- the appraisal was based upon the 
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annual rent, and this is what was arrived at, how they arrived at that 

$1 million.  It was based upon the annual rent that was and will be 

paid to the 125th Street Improvement Fund.  EDC was receiving the 

$1 million yearly that was put into the Fund, and that is how they 

arrived at that -- that price of $1 million that would be put into the 

Fund.  The -- I don't have the numbers from the actual OGS appraisal, 

but I can tell you that the 125th Street Fund was derived when I was a 

City Councilperson and we did the 125th Street rezoning.  We created 

this Fund to assist financially small businesses along that economic 

corridor that may be displaced and/or in need of assistance.  

MR. GOODELL:  Now, I note that the purchase price 

of $1 million was to be deposited with the 125th Street Improvement 

Trust Fund.  Is that correct?  

MS. DICKENS:  Improvement Fund, yes.  

MR. GOODELL: And how is it that when the State 

of New York sells property, the sales price goes into a trust fund?  

Doesn't that require a budget amendment?  

MS. DICKENS:  I -- I don't know about whether that 

requires a budget amendment, and I -- I -- to be honest with you, it 

does not.  

MR. GOODELL:  And can you explain what is the 

125th Street Improvement Trust Fund?  

MS. DICKENS:  That's the fund that was set up 

during the 125th Street rezoning.  That was a fund that was set up to 

assist the small businesses that might be displaced because of the 
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growing -- the economic fair that was coming about.  And the small 

businesses needed assistance financially in order to step up their -- 

their products that they were selling and/or to assist in displacement. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you very much, Ms. 

Dickens.

On the bill, sir. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the bill, Mr. 

Goodell. 

MR. GOODELL:  I appreciate the comment of my 

colleague.  Certainly this transfer of property is part of a much, much 

larger project that has a lot of beneficial impact on the City of New 

York and the neighborhood, including over 100 affordable housing 

units, plus the funds are going into a trust fund to help that area of the 

City as well with numerous other projects.  So, I very much appreciate 

the overall project and the scope of the project, think it's a very 

positive thing.  I am concerned that we're asked to approve a transfer 

of land without knowing what the appraised value is, so that without -- 

and without that information, we don't know really the full extent that 

the State of New York is investing in this project.  But I think the 

explanation as to the nature and scope of the project is compelling and 

I will be voting for this bill, notwithstanding the lack of a formal 

appraisal.  Thank you, sir. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you, sir.

Mr. Barron.  

MR. BARRON:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I rise to 
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solicit support for this bill because Harlem like many other black and 

brown communities is being gentrified, and we don't get a whole lot of 

resistance when white developers come into Harlem or Bed-Stuy and 

gentrify the neighborhoods by bringing in housing that is way over the 

neighborhood area median income.  When you look at the 

neighborhood area median income in many of our communities, it's 

like 35- $45,000 for a family of three.  So, if a white developer that 

gets land dirt cheap from the State and from the City, when they get 

that land and say they're building affordable housing, we say 

affordable to who?  Affordable for who?  So, when you look at the 

finding affordability, we should look at the neighborhood AMI, and 

not HUD's definition of affordability is 80 percent of New York City 

Metropolitan area AMI, which is $93,000 for a family of three.  So, 80 

percent of that would be like 70,000 for a family of three in a 

neighborhood whose area median income might be 45,000 or 35,000.  

So, this bill allows for the Urban Development Corporation to lease 

the property, State property for 99-years through the National Urban 

League and provide the kind of things as the sponsor of this bill said.  

It's a good bill.  It gets us to maintain land.  It has retail on the bottom 

floor of it, retail so that people can do economic development.  And 

also, it gives an opportunity to have cultural centers and space for 

communities to meet.  It is time for the land in our communities to be 

owned by the people of our community, by black people, by Latino 

people.  It's time for the State and the City to let us own land in our 

neighborhoods so we can put a halt on gentrification.  So, I want to 
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rise to just support this bill 100 percent and thank the sponsor for 

bringing it forward. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section.  

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

Mr. O'Donnell to explain his vote.  

MR. O'DONNELL:  I stand here today to thank the 

sponsor for this wonderful piece of legislation and I agree one 

wholeheartedly with Mr. Barron.  It may come as a surprise to some of 

you that I represent part of 125th Street, but I do.  And the work that 

needs to be done to preserve the historical nature and the character of 

125th Street is needs to happen and it needs assistance from the State 

government.  And so, I don't really care what the fair market value 

will be if we're going to provide that many housing units to people 

who can afford to live in the heart, in the heart of black America, 

which is Harlem USA.  So, thank you to the sponsor, it's a wonderful 

bill, I'll be voting in the affirmative.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. O'Donnell in the 

affirmative.  

Mr. Rodriguez.

MR. RODRIGUEZ:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 

giving me the opportunity to explain my vote.  And I want to 

personally thank the sponsor.  As the representative on the east side of 
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125th Street and -- and the neighbor to the east, we recognize that 

125th Street is in the process of transformation, whether we're talking 

about west, central or East Harlem and this is an example of the kind 

of positive development that we need to see in our communities 

where, you know, State property is conveyed for a project that has 

numerous benefits to the community including cultural community 

space, including affordable housing.  And we all know in New York 

City with the scarcity of land, particularly City or State-owned 

property, that we don't have many opportunities to see and put 

together projects of this scope, scale and -- and vision.  And I want to 

personally say thank you to our sponsor for her leadership in terms of 

bringing people together to make something that we will hope will be 

a beacon and a model for Central Harlem, but will be certainly 

enjoyed by the residents of East and West Harlem as well.  So, thank 

you, and as a result, I will be voting in the affirmative and encourage 

my colleagues to do the same. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Rodriguez in the 

affirmative.  

Ms. Hyndman.  

MS. HYNDMAN:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 

allowing me to explain my vote.  I want to commend the sponsor on 

this piece of legislation which I hope to duplicate in other parts of 

New York City, particularly in southeast Queens as we undergo 

dramatic development from the outside come into communities, and 

we don't want the displacement.  One of the number one requests in 
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my office is affordable housing, and this -- this bill will create that in 

Harlem.  So we want to make sure that we use these -- these ideas to -- 

and duplicate them around the City.  We have been a Conference that 

has fought for sustainable housing and that is also taking place in this 

bill.  So, I want to commend the sponsor.  I'll be voting in the 

affirmative.  And let's see how we can do this in Queens.  Thank you.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Hyndman in the 

affirmative.

Mr. Fall.

MR. FALL:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I want to 

commend my colleague for introducing this legislation that will assist 

the 125th Street Improvement Trust Fund to bring about development 

for a headquarters for the National Urban League, a civil rights 

museum, a retail and office space.  And I think also this bill kind of 

fits into, you know, what we're doing here as a Body in terms of 

affordable housing, community advocacy to assist our residents and 

permanent and stable jobs.  With that being said, I vote in the 

affirmative. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Fall in the 

affirmative.

Mr. Blake.  

MR. BLAKE:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  First, to of 

course commend the sponsor of this bill and -- and of course be voting 

in the affirmative.  In particular, we've talked the civil rights museum 

which is essential.  We talked about the development.  I want to make 
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sure in particular to highlight the National Urban League led by Marc 

Morial as mentioned, the former mayor of New Orleans, a dear friend, 

a dear fraternity brother and a dear ally.  Just yesterday, Speaker and 

colleagues, it was released the annual State of Black America report 

that National Urban League produces which conveyed that the attacks 

on voter suppression on the black community is at levels that have not 

been seen since the early 1960s, which Marc Morial made it a point to 

convey that we are doing a disservice to those that came before us if 

we are not taking clear actions against them.  And so, this is not just 

about looking back at what has happened before, but it's 

demonstrating how we move forward.  The Urban League has been 

focused on economic development as well as voter activity and for 

any of us that have a core in terms of what's happening with our black 

and brown communities, we have to support our brothers and sisters 

in Harlem.  So, again to the sponsor, we thank her for her leadership.  

And, of course, I'll be sponsoring [sic] this bill in the affirmative.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Blake in the 

affirmative.  

Mr. Taylor.  

MR. TAYLOR:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I rise to 

congratulate my colleague on submitting this piece of legislation and I 

hope it's something that can be emulated across this State because it 

speaks to what this Body has come together to do to provide 

community employment opportunities and maintaining a history.  I 
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recall as a kid being on 125th Street.  I watched the lights go out on 

125th Street because of the drugs and everything else that this 

amounted to that.  And then when the lights came up, it didn't look 

like the Harlem and 125th Street that I grew up on.  And so I think this 

brings back stability, it brings back an opportunity, as was mentioned 

by my colleagues and national -- the Urban League will be there.  

There's housing for 170 units which means it's going to be 

neighborhood AMI, as opposed to some of the other things and my 

colleague pointed out earlier, typically when you say "affordable" the 

question is to whom?  And I think this is a game-changer and again, I 

want to urge my colleagues to vote this in the affirmative, but also 

congratulate my colleague for putting this on the floor.  Thank you, 

Mr. Speaker, and I'll be voting in the affirmative.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Taylor in the 

affirmative.  

Ms. Dickens.

MS. DICKENS:  Permission to explain my vote.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Yes, ma'am.  

MS. DICKENS:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  This is a 

very important development that's occurring in -- in my community.  

But it's not just mine, it's ours.  It's Danny O'Donnell's, it's -- it's Al 

Taylor's, it's Bobby Rodriguez.  It's all of us.  This is a -- a community 

investment that all of us will be doing and it -- the National Urban 

League will be the occupant, but the partnership is with BRP, which is 

a minority developer, L&M Partners and Taconic Investment.  This is 
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going to be a great and badly-needed development that is not only 

going to provide affordable housing, and I mean truly affordable for 

my community, but the retail space will allow the economic dollars to 

circulate which helps the community to survive.  So I thank all that 

have spoken in support of this and I ask all of my colleagues to vote in 

the affirmative.  I vote in the affirmative. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Dickens in the 

affirmative.  

Ms. Arroyo.  

MS. ARROYO:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 

allowing me to support this bill and to congratulate Ms. Dickens and 

the Speaker for bringing this bill to the floor.  And to all my 

colleagues here in the minorities communities, this is an example to 

follow because if we work together, we can preserve our community 

for the groups that for years and years are suffer to stay in the 

neighborhood and to enjoy the neighborhood of the future.  My 

congratulation to the Speaker and to Ms. Dickens and to the 

supporters of -- and the people of Harlem for what they are doing.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Arroyo in the 

affirmative.  

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed.  

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, do we 
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have any further housekeeping or resolutions?  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  We have both, Mrs. 

Peoples-Stokes. 

On behalf of Ms. Paulin, the Assembly bill recalled 

from the Senate, Bill No. 7318.  The Clerk will read the title of the 

bill.

THE CLERK:  An act to amend the Public Health 

Law.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Motion to reconsider 

the vote by which the bill passed the House.  The Clerk will record the 

vote.  

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

The Clerk will announce the results.  

(The Clerk announced the results.)  

The bill is before the House.  The amendments are 

received and adopted.  

On behalf of Mr. Magnarelli, Bill No. 4950-A, 

Assembly bill recalled from the Senate.  The Clerk will read the title 

of the bill. 

THE CLERK:  An act to amend the Vehicle and 

Traffic Law.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Motion to reconsider 

the vote by which the bill passed the House.  

The Clerk will record the vote.  

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 
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The Clerk will announce the results.  

(The Clerk announced the results.)  

The bill is before the House.  The amendments are 

received and adopted.  

We have numerous fine resolutions.  We will take 

them up in one vote.  On the resolutions, all those in favor signify by 

saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolutions are adopted. 

(Whereupon, Assembly Resolution Nos. 361-367 

were unanimously approved.)

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, colleagues 

should be aware that our Chambers are getting ready to be used for 

interns' Mock Session, so if you have some things on your desk and 

you would like to keep them, put them inside your drawers, please.  

Otherwise, the staff will come through and clean and it may not be 

there.  

Mr. Speaker, I move that the Assembly stand 

adjourned until 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, May the 8th.  Tomorrow 

being a Session day. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Assembly stands 

adjourned after you clean your desk.  

(Laughter)

(Whereupon, at 4:43 p.m., the Assembly stood 

adjourned until Wednesday, May 8th at 10:00 a.m., Wednesday being 

a Session day.)


