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TUESDAY, JANUARY 12, 2021                                         3:26 P.M.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The House will come 

to order.

In the absence of clergy, let us pause for a moment of 

silence.

(Whereupon, a moment of silence was observed.) 

Visitors are invited to join the members in the Pledge 

of Allegiance.

(Whereupon, Acting Speaker Aubry led visitors and 

members in the Pledge of Allegiance.) 

A quorum being present, the Clerk will read the 

Journal of Monday, January 11th.

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, I move to 

dispense with the further reading of the Journal of Monday, January 
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the 11th and ask that the same stand approved. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Without objection, 

so ordered.  

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.  As we all know, we are in the first month of the -- 2021.  A 

lot of things going on in this month.  One of them is New Years Day, 

the other one is the celebration of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther 

King's birthday.  And so, Mr. Speaker, if it's okay with you and the 

members, my quotes for the remainder of the month for January will 

come from the Honorable Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King.  The 

quote today, When evil men plot, when evil men burn and burn, good 

men must build and bind.  When evil men shout ugly words of hatred, 

good men must commit themselves to the glories of love.  Again, Mr. 

Speaker, Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, an American Baptist 

minister and an activist who became one of the most visible, spoken 

persons, leader and Civil Rights movement from 1955 until he was 

assassinated in 1968.  

Mr. Speaker, I welcome all who are within our 

Chambers and those who are participating remotely.  I would like to 

outline our schedule for today.  We've had 18 Committee meetings 

earlier today producing our first Calendar of the Session, which is on 

the members' desks.  Mr. Speaker, I move now to advance that 

Calendar.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On Mrs. 
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Peoples-Stokes' motion, the Calendar No. 1 is advanced. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker, and we're going to take that Calendar up directly, but before 

we do so I'd like to also remind members that we'll be operating under 

similar rules as we have during remote procedures as we did yesterday 

and last year because of the pandemic.  Just as a reminder, those 

participating by Zoom should use the Zoom "raise hand" function - we 

needed to use that today during these Committee meetings - when 

seeking to be recognized for debate purposes and/or to explain your 

vote.  As in our previous remote Sessions, when we are on a fast roll 

call or a Party vote, members wishing to be an exception should 

contact their respective Majority or Minority offices to inform.   

With that, Mr. Speaker, I think we're ready to begin 

the Calendar. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you very 

much.   

Bill No. 953, Rules Report No. 1, the Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00953, Rules Report 

No. 1, Englebright.  An act to amend the Environmental Conservation 

Law, in relation to prohibiting certain uses of trichloroethylene; and to 

amend a chapter of the Laws of 2020, amending the Environmental 

Conservation Law relating to prohibiting certain uses of 

trichloroethylene, as proposed in legislative bills numbers S. 6829-B 

and A. 8829-A, in relation to the effectiveness thereof.  
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ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. -- read the last 

section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will 

record the vote on Calendar No. 1 -- Rules Report No. 1.  This is a fast 

roll call.  Any member who wishes to be recorded in the negative is 

reminded to contact the Majority or Minority Leader at the number 

previously provided. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

Mr. Goodell. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, just to -- 

to explain my vote.  This particular bill is an amendment to a bill that 

passed last year.  There was considerable negative votes last year 

because it banned trichloroethylene.  Trichloroethylene is a chemical 

that's used in many applications including an ingredient in many other 

products.  But of particular concern, trichloroethylene is used as a 

degreaser in manufacturing processes.  And for those who may not be 

familiar, if you're engaged in milling work or drilling or lathes or 

CNC, a lot of times they will spray oil on the drilling bits to keep them 

lubricated during the process.  And when they're done and they 

assemble the metal component or metal product, they then have to 

degrease it in order for the paint to stick on it.  And this is not 

something you throw in a bath of water with some Dawn soap, 

because that would cause it to rust.  And so, trichloroethylene is a 

very, very effective degreaser and the problem that we're wrestling 
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with is trichloroethylene itself is very toxic and has to be handled with 

great care.  And in the past, it was not handled with great care which 

was causing considerable problems on Long Island, but the regulations 

are very stringent now, including existing stringent New York State 

regulations.   

The second problem is that the alternatives, by and 

large, are more toxic.  And some of the alternatives break down into 

trichloroethylene; it's one of the by-products.  So, there's a great deal 

of tension between how do we respond to the environmental issues 

while being sensitive to the cost.  And this amendment today will 

extend the effective date of a complete ban by about a year to allow 

the US EPA to complete its evaluation, including the evaluation of 

alternatives, so that we make the best decision we can.  There will be a 

number of us who may have voted against the first bill, but support the 

extension.  There may be some members who will be voting against 

the extension because they want to address trichloroethylene today.  

So, that's a little bit of a background.  I will be supporting the 

amendment.  Thank you, sir. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you, sir. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, I'd like to 

remind our colleagues that this is -- we're on a fast roll call and if there 

are members wishing to cast their vote in the negative, they should 

contact my office and your votes will be duly noted.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you, Mrs. 

Peoples-Stokes.  
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MR. GOODELL:  Likewise, if there are Republicans 

that would like to vote against this amendment, please contact the 

Minority Leader's Office right away.  Thank you, sir. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you, Mr. 

Goodell.  

Mr. Montesano to explain his vote. 

MR. MONTESANO:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I just 

want to add my comment that I'll be voting in the negative on this bill 

because this particular chemical has had a large impact on the 

Bethpage plume, something that we've been fighting, you know, to 

correct for a number of years and finally we've gotten action, 

corrective action is being taken right now due to the effects of the 

Governor's passing of some legislation with us.  So, there's wells 

being put in, heavy duty treatments being conducted to finally 

eradicate this chemical and many others from the Bethpage plume.  

So, I cannot vote for an extension of this and wait for the EPA to do 

the job it should've done in the last several years.  So because of that 

and this toxic chemical continues to pose a danger to my constituents, 

I'll be voting in the negative.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you.  Mr. 

Montesano in the negative.  

Mr. Cahill to explain his vote. 

MR. CAHILL:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Using 

similar reasoning that was just asserted by my colleague, I fully 

respect and understand the sponsor's goal to get the Governor to sign a 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                               JANUARY 12, 2021

7

bill and his willingness to compromise in order to achieve that; 

however, I agree that this is a dangerous chemical that needs 

immediate attention.  Any further extensions I believe would further 

endanger populations across New York State, so I join my colleague 

in voting in the negative. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Cahill in the 

negative.

Mr. McDonough to explain his vote. 

MR. MCDONOUGH:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Can 

you hear me?  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Yes, sir. 

MR. MCDONOUGH:  Can you hear me?  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Yes, we can. 

MR. MCDONOUGH:  Okay.  Being from Long 

Island and the Bethpage plume affects the area where I'm from and 

where my constituents are from, I also join my colleague in voting 

against this bill, in the negative.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. McDonough in 

the negative.

Mr. Lavine to explain his vote. 

MR. LAVINE:  And I will also be voting in the 

negative. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Lavine in the 

negative.

Mr. Mikulin to explain his vote. 
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MR. MIKULIN:  To explain my vote.  I just want to 

say that as a resident of Bethpage myself, somebody who represents 

the Bethpage area and also lives within the Bethpage water district, 

which is completely affected by the Northrop Grumman Navy Plume 

I, too, must cast my vote in the negative.  We cannot delay.  It is, you 

know, we have worked so hard to just get the Bethpage Grumman 

Plume cleaned up that in order to delay right now when other parts of 

the State could be affected by this chemical, it's just wrong.  So I 

myself am going to vote in the negative and I encourage my 

colleagues to do the same. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Mikulin in the 

negative. 

Mr. Goodell. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you, sir.  In addition to 

those who have already spoken and explained their vote, please record 

the following Republican Assemblymembers in the negative:  Mr. 

Friend, Mr. Tague, Mr. Durso, Ms. Miller, Ms. Giglio and Mr. Ra.  

Thank you, sir. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you, Mr. 

Goodell.  All those members will be recorded in the negative.   

Mr. Lawler to explain his vote. 

MR. LAWLER:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I will join 

my colleagues in voting no on this legislation.  I think given the 

explanation by my colleagues out on Long Island and other parts of 

the Hudson Valley, obviously I think it's time we move forward with 
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this -- with this legislation and not delay any further.  So, I will be 

voting no. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Lawler in the 

negative.   

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.  If we could record our colleague, Yuh-Line Niou, as a 

negative. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Gandolfo to 

explain his vote.

MR. GANDOLFO:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I will 

join my colleagues from Long Island and echo the same concerns that 

I would like to see this ban take effect immediately.  We've had a lot 

of trouble with harmful chemicals leaching into our water supply.  We 

can't delay any longer.  The sooner we have safer water, the better.  I'll 

be casting my vote in the negative and I encourage my colleagues to 

do the same.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  Mr. 

Gandolfo in the negative. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, if you 

could cast a negative vote for our colleagues Mr. Stern, Ms. Griffin, 

and Ms. Sillitti. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The following 

members will be recorded in the negative.

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 
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(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00954, Rules Report 

No. 2, Wallace.  An act to amend the State Technology Law, in 

relation to the use of biometric identifying technology; and to repeal 

certain provisions of the Education Law relating thereto.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will 

record the vote on Rules Report No. 954.  This is a fast roll call.  Any 

member who wishes to be recorded in the negative is reminded to 

contact the Majority or Minority Leader at the numbers previously 

provided.   

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Mr. Goodell. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you, sir.  By way of 

background for some of our colleagues who quickly -- our new 

colleagues who weren't here last year, the bill-in-chief banned the use 

of biometric technology to identify threats to schools.  Those who 

support the original bill noted that this biotechnology has some 

technical weaknesses and there are issues on privacy and accuracy.  

Those who were opposed to banning it - and by banning it, it was 

more of a temporary moratorium for a couple of years - but those who 

were opposed to the moratorium felt that our school districts should 

have the discretion to use whatever technology is available to them to 
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maximize the safety of their schools, even if the technology was not 

foolproof.  

So, that was the original debate, and the bill passed 

and there were 24 no votes.  When the bill passed, it banned -- I'm 

sorry.  When the bill passed, it placed a moratorium on all biometric 

technology and inadvertently banned the use of biometric technology 

for fingerprinting, which is used by all of our schools to identify 

pedophiles and those with a criminal record who shouldn't be on 

school grounds under any circumstances.  And so, this is a technical 

amendment that lifts any inadvertent moratorium on the use of 

biotechnology to do fingerprint identification.  And it also specifically 

includes the Office of Technology in the process of evaluating the 

feasibility and accuracy of this new technology.  Although I voted 

against the original bill, I will be supporting this amendment and 

recommend it to my colleagues, as well.  Thank you, sir. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you.  Mr. 

Goodell in the affirmative. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Colleagues, this is a fast 

roll call.  Members wishing to be recorded in the negative should 

contact my office right away.   

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Goodell. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you, sir.  And if there are 

Republican colleagues that would like to vote in the negative, please 

contact the Minority office right away.  Thank you, sir. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Are there any other 
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votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00955, Rules Report 

No. 3, Thiele.  An act to amend the Insurance Law, in relation to 

insurers providing an actuarially appropriate reduction of premiums 

for yacht or boating liability insurance. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Goodell. 

The Clerk will record the vote on A955.  This is a fast 

roll call.  Any member who wishes to be recorded in the negative is 

reminded to contact the Majority or Minority Leader at the numbers 

previously provided.   

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

Mr. Goodell. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I have 

great sympathy for the sponsor of this bill.  He had drafted this bill 

that would authorize insurance companies to offer a discount on boater 

liability insurance if the operators pass a safety course.  It was an 

optional discount at the option of the insurance company as part of 

their private marketing plan.  In negotiations with the Senate, the 

Senate sponsor wanted it to be a mandatory discount, which raised 

some concerns in the industry, amongst others.  And when the bill 

went to the Governor's desk he said, You know, I think it really should 
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be optional.  And so, I want to commend the sponsor.  We're back to 

his original draft with a lot of input from a lot of people, and I think 

it's great the sponsor is listening to everyone and trying to come up 

with the most appropriate language.  So, I will be supporting it and 

recommend it to my colleagues, as well.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you.  Mr. 

Goodell in the affirmative.

Mr. Smith to explain his vote. 

MR. SMITH:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I'm proud to 

support this bill today.  I have a -- just a quick procedural question.  

I'm sitting in the Legislative Office Building to respect the feelings 

that we have no more than 30 people in the Chamber, hoping that it 

could be considered that we can get a camera on the actual voting 

board because, you know, if you're sitting in the actual Chamber you 

can have the benefit of seeing how votes are being recorded so that we 

may properly communicate remotely if we want to be either in the 

opposition of the Party line vote one way or another, if a party is 

voting one way or the other.  I think it would really help with just the 

communication, if we could actually see the board right now on the 

display that we, the legislators, can see.  We can see the title of the 

bill, as well, but it would really save time on that.  So, if that can be 

considered separately, I would appreciate that.  Thank you, and I do 

support the bill. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Smith in the 

affirmative and we will look into the technology for you, sir.   
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Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00956, Rules Report 

No. 4, Jean-Pierre.  An act to amend the Alcoholic Beverage Control 

Law and the Tax Law, in relation to certificate of authority numbers. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will 

record the vote on Bill No. A956.  This is a fast roll call.  Any member 

who wishes to be recorded in the negative is reminded to contact the 

Majority or Minority Leader at the number previously provided.   

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Mr. Goodell. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you, sir.  This is a very 

technical amendment that just changes the entity that lists the 

certificate of authority numbers for alcoholic beverage licenses.  These 

numbers are issued by the Department of Taxation and Finance and 

with this amendment, the Department of Taxation and Finance will 

maintain the database, rather than the ABC board.  It will be a little bit 

faster and a little bit more efficient and a little bit more adequate, but it 

accomplishes the same purpose.  The original bill passed unanimously 

and I anticipate the amendment will, as well.  Thank you, sir. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Goodell 

affirmative on this bill.   
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Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00959, Rules Report 

No. 5, Hyndman.  An act to amend the Insurance Law and the Vehicle 

and Traffic Law, in relation to premium reductions of commercial risk 

insurance policies covering for-hire vehicles and to amend a Chapter 

of the Laws of 2020 amending the Insurance Law relating to 

establishing the For-hire Motor Vehicle Safety Program as proposed 

in legislative bills numbers S. 7881 and A. 9763-A, in relation to the 

effectiveness of such chapter.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Goodell to 

explain his vote. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you, sir.  Last year we had 

considerable debate on this bill, that it's kind of a cascading effect.  

First the Legislature required a dramatic increase in insurance 

premiums or commercial buses that carried more than eight 

passengers.  Once we increased the insurance requirement then, of 

course, the Legislature heard the pains of anguish from everyone who 

had to pay the higher premium for the higher coverage.  That 

prompted another bill that would require the Department of Financial 

Services to put together, in conjunction with DMV, a safety training 

course and mandate that insurance companies give a price break.  And 
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there's a lot of concern about how we were manipulating the market 

and the impact it would have on insurance companies.  

What we didn't realize at the time, I don't think 

anyone did, was that once that legislation went into place, there were 

some people that would take multiple driving safety courses and then 

seek a multiple discount, and that was never the intent of anyone 

whether they supported or opposed the original bill.  And so this 

legislation makes it clear that if you take one of those driving safety 

courses, you only get one discount.  You can't take multiple courses 

and get multiple discounts.  So, it's a clarification on unintended 

consequence that we didn't realize flowed from the previous bill.  So, I 

will recommend to my colleagues that they support this amendment.  

Thank you, sir. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will 

record the vote on Assembly Print A959.  This is a fast roll call.  Any 

member who wishes to be recorded in the negative is reminded to 

contact the Majority or Minority Leader at the numbers previously 

provided.   

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

Ms. Hyndman to explain her vote.  

MS. HYNDMAN:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 

allowing me to explain my vote.  I'm glad that my colleagues realize 

that this double discount wasn't supposed to happen.  We wanted to 

make sure that these operators who operate these vehicles as a small 

business, especially operating during this pandemic, would be able to 
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continue operating and also not double dip between their business and 

their personal driving abilities.  So, I'm glad that my colleagues agree 

with me and I will be voting in favor of this bill and encourage my 

colleagues to do the same.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The sponsor of the 

bill will vote in favor of the bill.  

(Laughter)

Thank you, Ms. Hyndman. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00965, Rules Report 

No. 6, Zebrowski.  An act to amend a chapter of the Laws of 2020, 

relating to authorizing the Commissioner of General Services to 

transfer and convey certain unappropriated State land to Rockland 

Recovery Homes, Inc., as proposed in legislative bills numbers S.5948 

and A.7821, in relation to the purpose of lands transferred, to the 

reverter interest of lands transferred and to the effectiveness thereof. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will 

record the vote on Bill No. A956.  This is a fast roll call.  Any member 

who wishes to be recorded in the negative is reminded to contact the 

Majority or Minority Leader at the numbers previously provided.   

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)
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Mr. Goodell. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you, sir.  I will not make it 

a practice to speak on every bill, but these are chapter amendments so 

it's helpful for our new members.  The original bill had no opposition.  

It's a local bill.  It authorizes the transfer of State property which 

requires legislative approval.  This is a technical amendment that 

doesn't change the nature or intent of the original 

unanimously-approved bill.  And so I will be supporting it and 

recommend the same.  Thank you, sir. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Goodell in the 

affirmative. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00966, Rules Report 

No. 7, Solages.  An act to amend the Labor Law, in relation to 

regulations promulgated for systematic and sustained efforts to find 

work for unemployment benefits.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

We are taking Bill No. 966 up on debate.  

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.  If we could have Member Solages remotely brought up so 

that we can take up No. 966 on debate. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Solages for an 
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explanation of the bill. 

MS. SOLAGES:  When a worker loses their job 

through no fault of their own, they may also lose their ability to 

finance safe and affordable child care for themselves and for their 

families.  Last year, we successfully passed legislation to ensure that 

child care needs are taken into consideration when individuals who are 

collecting unemployment benefits complete their work search 

requirements.  The issue has never been more important or timely 

given the challenges of COVID-19, and as schools and day cares are 

forced to close for in-person attendance with little or no notice, many 

parents are left scrambling looking for affordable child care.  

So, this bill would amend Chapter 252 of the Laws of 

2020 to make clear that UI claimants who have proven care for their 

children -- excuse me, who have provided care for their children will 

not be exempt from any work search requirements, but rather that they 

factor into the consideration when they show proof for work search 

requirements.   

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Goodell. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you to the sponsor.  Just, I 

want to make it clear on the record and I think you already said that, so 

if I'm asking you to repeat yourself a little bit, I apologize.  So, the 

original language said that the regulation shall ensure that such 

claimants are able to satisfy the standards for proof of work, meaning 

it was an automatic waiver, basically, if you had child care issues.  

And as I understand the amendment, the amendment says the 
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Department of Labor shall consider the needs for child care, but it's 

not an automatic waiver of any work search efforts; is that an accurate 

summary of the intent of this amendment?  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  You have asked Ms. 

Solages to yield, I presume?  

MR. GOODELL:  I have.  Thank you, sir. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Okay.  Let's not -- 

we're still in procedure.  Thank you.  Ms. Solages, you will respond? 

MS. SOLAGES:  Yes, and I will yield.  And the 

intent of the bill was never to exempt individuals for work search 

requirement, but rather to make sure that the, you know, that UI and 

the Department of Labor promulgate rules to include child care in their 

consideration, if someone was not able to find child care for that week.  

And especially now when we're dealing with COVID-19, we have 

child care deserts and we've seen the statistics from the Department of 

Labor that the burden of child care falls on women and that practically 

all the job losses that happened in December was because -- all the job 

losses that happened in December was because of women had to leave 

or were fired from the workforce. 

So this bill is just really ensuring that we have 

conformity to the Federal Unemployment Laws, and it's a technical 

fix, really technical fix to ensure that no UI claimant will be exempt 

from work search requirements. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you very much, Ms. 

Solages. 
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On the bill, sir. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the bill, Mr. 

Goodell.  

MR. GOODELL:  I very much appreciate the 

sponsor's explanation and that explanation addressed a concern that 

was raised last year, and I'm glad that this amendment makes it clear 

that we expect those who have been laid off to continue to look for 

work.  And we all know that the only way you can be successful 

financially if you're involved in the workforce is to get off of 

unemployment and get a job.  No one maximizes their financial 

success while on unemployment.  And we also recognize, of course, 

that the only way you can get a job is to look for it.  So, job search 

efforts are absolutely critical.  And as the sponsor recognized, in this 

legislation there are a lot of challenges to getting jobs, including child 

care, and others like transportation and a number of others in this 

COVID situation, but we all want the very best for those who are 

unemployed, and the only way they can get back into the workforce 

and maximize their personal opportunities is to look for work.  

And so, I appreciate my colleague's explanation, and 

with the understanding that we expect everyone to be looking for 

work, including those who have challenges with child care, but that 

we need to be sensitive to those challenges.  I will be supporting the 

amendment and recommend the same to my colleagues.  Thank you, 

sir. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you, sir.
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Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will 

record the vote on A966.  This is a fast roll call.  Any member who 

wishes to be recorded in the negative is reminded to contact the 

Majority or Minority Leader at the numbers previously provided. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, if I can 

remind colleagues that we are on fast roll call and those who would 

like to vote in the negative, please contact the respective office and I 

will be happy to acknowledge their vote. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Solages to 

explain her vote. 

MS. SOLAGES:  Just to explain my vote.  Claimants 

are required to actively search for work and keep a record of their 

search for work each week in order to claim their benefits, and they 

have to certify to claim their benefits.  So, if an individual is not 

looking for work, they are then not entitled to unemployment and, 

hence, they're going to get kicked off.  So this is not to allow people to 

languish and lavish on unemployment, not at all.  This is just allowing 

us to consider that child care is in an unstable state and we need to just 

be sensitive to that, that child care deserts and child care closings are 

existing in this unpredictable time.  And so this bill is just allowing us 

to do and in no way possible are we allowing people just to sit on 

unemployment without looking for work or searching for work. 
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ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you, Ms. 

Solages.   

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, are there 

resolutions and/or housekeeping?  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  We have one fine 

resolution, which we will take up with one vote.  On the resolutions, 

all those in favor signify by saying aye no matter where you are - oh, 

louder than that - aye.  The resolution is adopted.

(Whereupon, Assembly Resolution No. 12 was 

unanimously approved.)

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, I now 

move that the Assembly stand adjourned until Wednesday, January the 

13th, tomorrow being a legislative day, and we will reconvene at 2 

p.m. on Tuesday, January the 19th, that being a Session day. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Assembly stands 

adjourned.  

(Whereupon, at 4:11 p.m., the Assembly stood 

adjourned until Wednesday, January 13th, Wednesday being a 

legislative day, and to reconvene on Tuesday, January 19th at 2:00 

p.m., Tuesday being a Session day.)


