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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2023                                12:13 P.M.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The House will come 

to order. 

In the absence of clergy, let us pause for a moment of 

silence.

(Whereupon, a moment of silence was observed.) 

Visitors are invited to join the members in the Pledge 

of Allegiance.

(Whereupon, Acting Speaker Aubry led visitors and 

members in the Pledge of Allegiance.) 

A quorum being present, the Clerk will read the 

Journal of Tuesday, January 17th.

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, I move to 
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dispense with the further reading of the Journal of Tuesday, January 

the 17th and ask that the same stand approved. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Without objection, so 

ordered. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, sir.  

Colleagues and guests that are in the Chambers, I want to begin again 

today with a quote honoring the man that we've been celebrating for 

the vast majority of this month and should celebrate every day of the 

year, Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King.  His words for us today:  The 

ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of 

comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of challenge 

and controversy.  Again, Mr. Speaker and colleagues, those words are 

from the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King. 

And I want to thank you for the opportunity to as well 

share with the colleagues, Mr. Speaker, that they have on their desks a 

main Calendar, and after you have any introductions - I believe there 

are some - as well as housekeeping, we are going to call the following 

committees and they're going to be meeting off the floor.  These 

committees will be in the Speaker's Conference Room.  It will be 

Ways and Means and Rules.  These committees will produce an 

A-Calendar which we will take up today.  While the committees are 

meeting we will continue to consent where we left off on yesterday.  

We're going to begin with Rules No. 14 by Ms. Rosenthal.  It's on 

page 4 of the main Calendar.  That is generally where we're going 
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today, Mr. Speaker.  It's a small outline.  It's pretty much we'll be 

staying right with that one today.

If there are any introductions, now would be a great 

time to do so. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you, Mrs. 

Peoples-Stokes. 

For the purposes of an introduction, Ms. Seawright.  

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  On 

behalf of Assemblyman Fred Thiele and myself we have a very 

special guest with us today, Michael Pitsinos.  He is a Global Strategic 

Advisor of Pavilion Investment Group, an economic, an entrepreneur 

based in New York City and Long Island.  With vast experience in 

enterprise management, banking and hospitality, he provides strategic 

advisory services to investment groups in a broad range of industries 

including telecommunications, oil, hotel and F&B.  He currently 

serves as the Global Advisor for Pavilion Investment Group 

headquartered in Seoul, Korea, and is a partner in the Grace 

Hospitality Group with offices in Los Angeles and New York.  He 

previously served as the Secretariat of the United Nations in the 

Department of Public Information, where he reported on the daily 

activities of the General Assembly and the Security Council.  He's the 

owner of the Capri Hotel and Naia Restaurant in South Hampton and 

is also on the board of Luv Michael.  His hotel employs people with 

disabilities, and we're very honored and pleased to have him in the 

Chamber.  
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If you could please extend to him the courtesies of 

the House.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Ms. Seawright, the Speaker and all the members, we welcome you 

here, sir, to the New York State Assembly, the House -- the People's 

House.  We extend to you the privileges of the floor, congratulate you 

on all of the accomplishments that you've had and the many activities 

that you seem to be involved in.  Keep up the good work.  Continue to 

make New York State a strong state.  Thank you so very much.  

(Applause) 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, if we could 

have all colleagues who are members of the Ways and Means 

Committee to proceed to the Speaker's Conference Room for the 

purposes of that meeting being held.

Thank you.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you very 

much.  

Ways and Means, Speaker's Conference Room 

immediately.  Thank you.

(Pause)

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Resolution, page 3, 

the Clerk will read.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 38, Ms. 

Lupardo.
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Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim January 2023 as Radon Awareness Month 

in the State of New York.

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Ms. Lupardo on the 

resolution.  

MS. LUPARDO:  Thank you very much.  Thank you, 

colleagues.  I just wanted to just take a quick second to point out 

something you will find interesting, I hope.  A recent report by the 

American Lung Association showed that 14 percent of homes tested in 

New York State have high levels of radon.  It's the second-leading 

cause of lung cancer.  I also wanted to remind you that a few years 

ago we passed a bill creating a task force out of the Health 

Department to issue recommendations.  We have a draft report and 

I'm going to make sure each and every one of you receives the final 

report so that we can work together on addressing the obvious need 

for public education and other changes in law.  

So, thank you very much for letting me take a 

moment to talk about the importance of recognizing radon awareness 

in this month.  Thank you.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  On the resolution, 

all those in favor simplify -- signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The 

resolution is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 39, Ms. 

Buttenschon.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 
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Kathy Hochul to proclaim January 2023 as Firefighter Cancer 

Prevention Month in the State of New York.

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Ms. Buttenschon on 

the resolution.  

MS. BUTTENSCHON:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

This resolution is one that is important to all of us.  As we know, not 

only do firefighters come to us in our time of need, but the 

occupational hazards with cancer looming over them as they enter any 

building with the unknowns that they would endure.  So clearly, with 

this resolution it's just a time to stop and think how those firefighters, 

all that they do for us, and clearly the occupational hazards that come 

with this profession.  Now, am I biased?  I am.  My son is a firefighter, 

and he in his time has endured, again, many situations where it's very 

concerning.  So I will continue to advocate and I request that all of my 

colleagues in the Assembly do the same.  That we remember our 

firefighters, our first responders and the occupational hazards that they 

face, and as this month we spend the month reflecting the importance 

of preventive measures when we discuss that of cancerous hazards.

Thank you.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Ms. Shimsky on the 

resolution.  

MS. SHIMSKY:  Thank you.  I've heard from first 

responders, especially firefighters in my own legislative district, that 

not only are various cancers an occupational threat, but there is a lack 

of knowledge among the community and even among the medical 
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profession about the dangers involved and the need for, for example, 

more extensive testing of people who work as firefighters and first 

responders for cancer at an earlier age.  

I salute Assemblywoman Buttenschon for this 

resolution, and increasing public education is the first step to 

protecting our firefighters.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  On the resolution, 

all those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed?  The resolution is 

adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 40, Mr. 

DeStefano.

Legislative -- Legislative Resolution memorializing 

Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim January 2023 as Thyroid Disease 

Awareness Month in the State of New York.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Mr. DeStefanto 

[sic] on the resolution.

Do I owe you a coffee?  I apologize.  

MR. DESTEFANO:  No problem.  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker, for the opportunity to speak on this resolution.  The Month of 

January is Thyroid Awareness Month.  The main purpose of the 

thyroid is to create hormones and spread throughout the body and 

affect organs such as the brain, liver, heart, kidneys and the skin.  The 

hormones provided also help control the metabolism, digestion, 

regulation of body temperature and many other functions the body 

needs to survive.  Thyroid disorders are broken down into three 
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conditions knows as hyperthyroidism, commonly known as overactive 

thyroid disease, hypothyroidism, also called underactive thyroid, and 

four types of thyroid cancer.  According to the American Thyroid 

Association, one in ten people suffer from a thyroid disorder, meaning 

that in the United States 30 million Americans have been affected by 

one of the aforementioned disorders.  Given that such a large portion 

of the American public suffer from one of these silent diseases, it is 

crucial that we ensure that the people of this State are aware of the 

dangers that can come from these disorders.  Fortunately, treatment is 

possible in many of these cases but the public must remain alert, 

especially our senior citizens who are at huge risk at developing one 

or more of these ailments.  It is recommended that seniors over 60 

begin taking thyroid-stimulating hormone tests to ensure that they are 

receiving thyroid-stimulating tests every so often and to ensure that 

they are receiving the proper care they need if they are diagnosed with 

one of these disorders.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  On the resolution, 

all those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed?  The resolution is 

passed. 

Main Calendar, on consent, page 4, Rules Report No. 

14, the Clerk will read.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00988, Rules Report 

No. 14, L. Rosenthal.  An act to repeal Section 1 of a chapter of the 

Laws of 2022 relating to determining whether the State can claim 
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Federal financial participation for coverage of a payment for certain 

prescription digital therapeutics, as proposed in legislative bills 

numbers S.559 and A.3642, in relation to prescription digital 

therapeutics.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Read the last 

section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

This is the first vote of the day.  Please make your 

way to the Chamber. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker.

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Mrs. Peoples- 

Stokes, please.  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, sir.  If I 

could encourage our colleagues in and around the Chambers, press 

your button for a vote.  If you're just at the lounge and you know you 

left a couple of your colleagues in there, if you don't mind texting 

them or calling them so that they might come in and take their vote as 

well.  This is the first vote of the day and members have to be in their 

seat to vote.  

Thank you.

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Are there any other 

votes?  Announce the results. 
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(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00996, Rules Report 

No. 15, González-Rojas.  An act to amend the Tax Law, in relation to 

availability of certain reports detailing sales of opioids in this State.

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  On a motion by the 

sponsor, González-Rojas, the Senate bill is before the House.  The 

Senate bill is advanced.  

Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately.

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00997, Rules Report 

No. 16, Forrest.  An act to amend the Social Services Law, in relation 

to limiting availability and coverage for non-invasive prenatal testing 

for Medicaid patients based on age if such limits are recommended by 

the United Stated Food and Drug Administration, the Centers for 

Medicare and Medicaid Services or the United States Department of 

Health and Human Services.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Read the last 

section. 
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THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, the Ways 

and Means Committee has completed their work.  Could we now ask 

the members of Rules to proceed to the Speaker's Conference Room 

for the purposes of a Rules Committee meeting.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Rules in the 

Speaker's Conference Room.  Thank you.

Bill No. 998, Rules Report No. 17, the Clerk will 

read.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00998, Rules Report 

No. 17, L. Rosenthal.  An act to amend the Public Service Law and 

the General Business Law, in relation to requiring the release of 

individuals from utility, phone and television contracts in instances of 

domestic violence; and to amend a chapter of the Laws of 2022 

amending the Public Service Law and the General Business Law 

relating to requiring the release of individuals from utility, phone and 

television contracts in instances of domestic violence, as proposed in 

legislative bills numbers S.7157-A and A.6207-B, in relation to the 
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effectiveness thereof.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Read the last 

section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Mr. Goodell to explain his vote. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  What 

this bill does is eliminate any requirement that a person who claims to 

be the victim of a domestic violence incident actually attests to that 

fact when using that explanation to cancel their cell phone contract, 

their telephone contract or their cable TV contract or their utility 

contract.  And so under the current law -- before this amendment, 

under the current law, if you're the victim of domestic violence and 

you attest to that fact, meaning you make that statement under 

penalties of perjury, you can cancel your cell phone contract or your 

utility contract or your cable TV contract.  I voted against the original 

bill because there was no nexus between canceling those contracts and 

the domestic violence.  So in other words, even under the existing law 

you don't have to certify in any way that just getting a new cell 

number is sufficient rather than canceling your contract with AT&T 

and going with Verizon, or vice versa.  And there was no nexus under 

the current law that you show that -- you wanted to change from DISH 

to DIRECTV or -- or some other cable company because of domestic 
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violence.  So the current law is a wide-open statement that says if 

you're the victim of domestic violence or claim to be, you can walk 

away from any written contract that you signed that involves your 

phone, your TV or your utilities.  This amendment takes it one step 

further and now says you don't even have to attest under oath that 

you're even a victim.  All you have to attest now is that you want to 

switch your cell phone provider or your TV provider or your utility 

provider, and you don't have to attest anymore under penalties of 

perjury that you're the victim.

And for that reason I cannot support this amendment 

and would not recommend it to my colleagues.  Thank you, sir.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Mr. Goodell in the 

negative.  

Ms. Giglio to explain her vote.

MS. GIGLIO:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  On the bill, 

I want to explain my vote.  So, I attended a lot of meetings over the 

summer and up until January 1st, and we did have many discussions 

about domestic violence.  And I've also spoken to a lot of law 

enforcement that are called to people's houses when there is domestic 

violence and they bring the person that committed the domestic 

violence, they bring them into the precinct and then they let them go 

and they go right back to the houses.  Unless the person that is 

suffering from domestic violence fills out an Order of Protection, they 

cannot do anything with that person and that person just keeps 

repeating the same cycle over and over again.  So I couldn't agree with 
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my colleague more that you need to have an Order of Protection if you 

want to get out of these bills.  Because as we saw with the pandemic 

and COVID where utility bills were forgiven, we see our rates going 

up for utility bills all throughout the State.  And by canceling this debt 

for a person who doesn't even have to attest to the fact that they are a 

victim of domestic -- domestic violence is really going to put the 

burden back on the ratepayers.  So I really think that an Order of 

Protection is needed in order to get out of these debts and these 

contracts.  

And so for that reason, I will be voting in the 

negative.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Ms. Giglio in the 

negative.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Are there any other 

votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A01004, Rules Report 

No. 18, Rivera.  An act to amend the Public Authorities Law, in 

relation to transportation authorities.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 
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Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, members 

have on their desks now an A-Calendar.  I would like to advance that 

A-Calendar so that we might take it up immediately.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On Mrs. Peoples- 

Stokes' motion, the A-Calendar is advanced.  

Page 3, Rules Report No. 19, the Clerk will read.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00609, Rules Report 

No. 19, Dinowitz.  An act to amend the Executive Law, in relation to 

requiring a plan for the delivery of medical supplies and medications 

to pharmacies, hospitals and nursing homes in affected areas during a 

State disaster emergency.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00610, Rules Report 

No. 20, Paulin.  An act to amend the Public Officers Law, in relation 
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to prohibiting agencies from charging a fee for records where an 

electronic copy is already available from a previous request made 

within the past six months.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly -- Assembly No. A00611, 

Rules Report No. 21, Paulin.  An act to amend the Executive Law, in 

relation to requiring the Commissioner of General Services to 

maintain a list of all State boards and requiring each State board to 

maintain a publically-accessible website; and to amend a chapter of 

the Laws of 2022 amending the Executive Law relating to information 

on State boards, as proposed in legislative bills numbers S.8145 and 

A.843-A, in relation to the effectiveness thereof.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 
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(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00613, Rules Report 

No. 22, Gunther.  An act in relation to requiring monthly status reports 

of community investments and the impact on inpatient census; and to 

repeal certain provisions of the Mental Hygiene Law relating thereto.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00616, Rules Report 

No. 23, Jean-Pierre.  An act to amend a chapter of the Laws of 2022 

amending the Alcoholic Beverage Control Law, relating to requiring 

curriculum related to human trafficking awareness to be included in 

alcohol training awareness programs, as proposed in legislative bills 

numbers S.7360 and A.9821, in relation o the effectiveness thereof.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 
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Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, if we could 

now call our attention to Rules Report No. 38, it's on page 7 by Mr. 

Lavine. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will read.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A01003, Rules Report 

No. 38, Lavine, Pheffer Amato.  An act in relation to terms and 

conditions of employment of certain nonjudicial officers and 

employees of the Unified Court System; to amend Chapter 400 of the 

Laws of 2014 relating to terms and conditions of employment of 

certain nonjudicial officers and employees of the Unified Court 

System, in relation to annual longevity payments for certain 

employees; and to repeal certain provisions of such chapter          

relating thereto.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 
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Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, before we 

close today, I would like to -- adjourn for today, I would like to make 

notice that on or before Monday, January the 23rd the Majority will be 

-- may be move -- moving to make amendments to our existing Rules 

on or before Monday, January the 23rd.  

Mr. Speaker, do you have any other resolutions or 

housekeeping?  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  We have two 

resolutions.  Resolution No. 41, the Clerk will read.

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 41, Mr. 

Kim.

Legislative Resolution commemorating the 

Asian-American community's celebration of the Lunar New Year, the 

Year of the Rabbit, on January 22, 2023.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Lee on the 

resolution.  

MS. LEE:  This resolution celebrates Asian culture 

and history and recognizes the incredible diversity and cultural 

contributions of Asian-Americans in New York.  Lunar New Year is 

one of the Asian community's most cherished, traditional holidays and 

is celebrated by millions of people all over the world.  This holiday 

marks a time for renewal, prosperity, happiness and health, as well as 

a time to reflect and get together with family and friends.  This year is 

the Year of the Rabbit.  In Chinese culture, the rabbit represents peace 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                              JANUARY 18, 2023

20

and longevity and is considered one of the luckiest of the Chinese 

zodiac animals.  So this year in 2023 we are predicted to have a year 

of hope, which we all need right now.  

Thank you.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you.  

Mr. Mamdani.

MR. MAMDANI:  Thank you.  You know, as our 

colleague Assemblywoman Lee and myself are the co-chairs of the 

Asian-American Task Force, and we hope that as we commemorate 

this Lunar New Year today in symbolism in our Chamber that we also 

continue to fight to ensure that this is a holiday that is recognized by 

every institution across this State to ensure that people are given the 

time that they deserve to celebrate this with their family and their 

friends and that it be reflected in our school calendars and our 

government calendars.  

Thank you.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you.  

Mr. Chang.

MR. CHANG:  Thank you.  Thank you very much.  I 

just wanted to recognize the Chinese New Year all over the world.  It's 

probably most prevalent in China, Taiwan, Korea, Japan.  Very 

recognized, and also extends to Muslim countries such as Indonesia 

and Malaysia.  So it's a well worldwide celebration.  In New York we 

have about 600 -- close to 700,000 ethnic Chinese.  In the Asian 

community, about 1.1 million in New York City alone.  So it's a big 
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celebration to us.  This is our Thanksgiving.  Almost ten days of 

Thanksgiving.  That's if we follow the tradition.  And the color red 

symbolizes luck, prosperity.  And we have a -- a Chinese letter called 

(inaudible) that means also luck as well.  So these red color means 

very symbolic for us.  Just to have this Body know about that.  And 

also, the Chinese has been persecuted for about almost 41 years for 

the Chinese Exclusion Act, starting in -- in 1820 when the first bunch 

of -- group of immigrants went to the California Gold Rush in -- in 

1820.  About 300, and since, the population has grown.  And the 

Chinese Exclusion Act is the only immigrants that was excluded from 

immigration back in 1882 and lasted until World War II in 1943.  The 

only group that was excluded to immigrating to the United States.  So 

just be mindful of that.  We have a long way to go.  And Asian hate, 

Semitic hate, so it's still prevalent in us.  But I choose to at this New -- 

Lunar New Year is our celebration and it's invited to all.  And -- and I 

wish this Body to recognize it and thank you very much for this time 

and opportunity to express that.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you, sir.  

Ms. Mitaynes.

MS. MITAYNES:  As we face hard economic times, 

it is even more important that we honor our neighbors and our culture.  

I was lucky to grow up in a community vibrant in the holidays and 

traditions of the Lunar New Year, reminding me of the bright cultural 

fabric of New York.  Sunset Park and its intertwined cultures are 
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representative of how the immigrant communities must support each 

other, and the shared experience of discrimination.  Holidays like 

Lunar New Year remind me of how important it is to stand up for your 

neighbor, and that's ultimately why I'm here.  To prove to our 

constituents that government can deliver and improve the lives of all 

working-class immigrants.  I wish everyone good fortunes going into 

the New Year and I wish prosperity for our State, for abundance of 

support for those who need it most.  

Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you.  

On the resolution, all those in favor signify by saying 

aye; opposed?  The resolution is adopted. 

Assembly Resolution No. 42, the Clerk will read.

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 42, Mr. 

Slater.

Legislative Resolution mourning the death of Captain 

Kenneth Sgroi of the York -- Yorktown Police Department.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Slater on the 

resolution.

MR. SLATER:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  On the 

resolution.  I appreciate my colleagues supporting this resolution as 

we remember Captain Kenneth Sgroi of the Yorktown Police 

Department.  Earlier this year Captain Sgroi suddenly passed from an 

illness.  Captain Sgroi was 37.  I knew him personally.  As the 

Supervisor of the Town of Yorktown I was honored to promote him to 
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the rank of Lieutenant.  He was a member of our Police Department 

since 2009.  And he's survived today by his wife Anne and his two 

children, Gabriella and Joe.  He was truly proud to be a member of the 

Yorktown Police Department.  He was a valued member of the Town 

of Yorktown and our entire community, and his loss is a great one not 

just for the Town of Yorktown in my district, but for this State overall.

And so again, to my colleagues, I thank you for the 

time to recognize this wonderful individual and his contributions to 

our State.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you, sir.  

Ms. Levenberg.

MS. LEVENBERG:  I would just like to thank 

Assemblymember Slater for recognizing Captain Sgroi for all of his 

work.  I had the honor of attending the funeral, and I'm hearing this 

fine, young Captain eulogized by so many of those who loved him and 

who he served with.  And seeing so many of the many -- of the many 

police departments who came out to pay their last respects was truly 

incredible, and it is a tragedy to see such young folks, especially who 

put themselves out in the line of service, pass at this young age from 

what we now are seeing as all of these diseases; flu, strep, Norovirus, 

et cetera.  

So I just wanted to again thank -- thank 

Assemblymember Slater for introducing this resolution, and thank you 

to my colleagues. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you. 
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On the resolution, all those in favor signify by saying 

aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is adopted. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes, we have numerous other fine 

resolutions, we will take them up with one vote.  

On these resolutions, all those in favor signify by 

saying aye; opposed no.  The resolutions are adopted.

(Whereupon, Assembly Resolution Nos. 43-45 were 

unanimously adopted.)

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, I move 

that we -- the Assembly stand adjourned until Thursday, January the 

19th, a legislative day, and that we reconvene on Monday, January the 

23rd being a Session day. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Assembly stands 

adjourned.

(Whereupon, at 2:24 p.m., the House stood adjourned 

until Thursday, January 19th, that being a legislative day, and to 

reconvene on Monday, January 23rd.)


