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MONDAY, MARCH 25, 2024    3:03 P.M.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The House will come 

to order. 

In the absence of clergy, let us pause for a moment of 

silence.

(Whereupon, a moment of silence was observed.) 

Visitors are invited to join the members in the Pledge 

of Allegiance. 

(Whereupon, Acting Speaker Aubry led visitors and 

members in the Pledge of Allegiance.) 

A quorum being present, the Clerk will read the 

Journal of Saturday, March the 23rd.

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, I move to 
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dispense with the further reading of the Journal of Saturday, March 

the 23rd and that the same stand approved. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Without objection, so 

ordered.

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, sir.  

Members and guests that are in the Chambers, I would like to share a 

quote with you today from Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis.  She was the 

First Lady of the United States between 1961 and 1963 as the wife of 

President John F. Kennedy.  Her words for us today, We should all do 

something to right the wrongs that we see, not just complain about 

them.  Again, these words are from Mrs. Jackie Kennedy Onassis.

Mr. Speaker, colleagues have on their desks a main 

Calendar, and after you have done any introductions and/or 

housekeeping, we're going to take up Calendar Resolutions on Page 3.  

And then we're gonna take up the following bills on consent:  We're 

going to start with Calendar Bill -- Calendar No. 126, that one's by 

Mr. McDonald.  And then we're going to consent bills, the new bills, 

there are 22 of them, beginning with Calendar No. 360 and it's on 

Page 4.  There may, in fact, be a need for additional floor work as we 

proceed, Mr. Speaker.  If so, I'll be pleased to make folks aware of 

that; however, that's the general outline of where we are, sir.  If you 

have introductions or housekeeping now would be a great time.

Thank you.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  We have a piece of 
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housekeeping, Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.

On a motion by Ms. Simon, Page 13, Calendar No. 

47, Bill No. 1633, amendments are received and adopted.  

And for the purposes of an introduction, Mr. Gibbs. 

MR. GIBBS:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I rise to 

introduce two young dynamic young men.  These two young men are 

actually my grandkids, my daughter's sons Myian and Ian.  You know 

on -- it's hard for me, but on February 18, 2016 my daughter Ariel 

Gibbs passed away to an aortic stenosis.  Today is her birthday, and 

what way to celebrate my daughter by bringing the two gifts she left 

me.  She left me Ian and Myian at the ages of one and two.  Let's start 

with Myian.  Myian Cameron is the older of the two.  Myian wants to 

be an astronaut and also a scientist.  He spends most of his day 

reading science and playing robots.  And then the second youngest 

one is my other grand, Ian Cameron.  Ian is a chef-in-training, and 

also a soccer player.  Any time his team loses he wants to cook for 

them, soccer and chef.  But also most importantly and I'm mostly 

proud of, Ian won his class election last week as Class President of the 

Sojourner Truth -- 

(Applause)

So I asked him when he won his election at the 

Sojourner Truth School, Do you really want to get into politics?  He 

said, Nah, I just wanna cook.  

(Laughter)

So, you know, you wanna cook for the kids as they 
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win, let's -- hopefully they win some more soccer games so they ain't 

gotta cook as much.   

Please, Mr. Speaker, please extend the cordialities to 

my great grandkids -- well, my grandkids, these two great young men 

who are working hard and, you know, keeping Mommy's legacy alive. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of your grandfather, the Speaker and all the members, Ian and Myian, 

we welcome you here to the New York State Assembly.  You're 

family.  The privileges of the floor are always given to family in this 

House.  You're in the People's House.  We hope you will continue the 

successful lives that you've lived already.  We do this for you.  We do 

this in memory of your mother.  Thank you for being with us.  Thank 

you. 

(Applause)

Mr. Tague for the purposes of a introduction. 

MR. TAGUE:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I rise today 

to recognize and introduce my very good friend, Congressman Marc 

Molinaro, who I represent as his Assemblymember.  As you all know, 

Marc is no stranger to this Chamber.  Once a member, always a 

member of the People's House.  I appreciate -- I just want to say I 

appreciate Congressman Molinaro's service and dedication to the 

people that he represents, and Mr. Speaker, I would ask you if you 

would please acknowledge the Congressman and accord him all the 

cordialities of the House. 

Thank you. 
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ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Mr. Tague, the Speaker and all the members, Congressman, Marc, 

welcome back to the New York State Assembly.  You are, as said, 

once a member, always a member.  You are always welcome here.  

We are always pleased to see you.  Continue representing your district 

in the fantastic way that you have.  Thank you so very much for being 

here. 

(Applause)

Mr. Morinello for a introduction. 

MR. MORINELLO:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I rise 

today to introduce 15 students and three professors from Niagara 

University, a Vincentian school in my district that I represent.  

However, I have a conflict because I'm a Boni graduate and there has 

been a rivalry for many, many years.  But my son went to Niagara, he 

got a degree in the hospitality and it served him well.  So I've sort of 

abandoned St. Bonaventure and adopted Niagara University because I 

represent them.  Father Maher, the President, is a personal friend and 

I'm just really proud to introduce Dr. Jamie Pimlott, Dr. Chris Pimlott 

-- Dr. Chris Lee and Professor Kevin Hinkley.  

Mr. Speaker, would you afford them the cordialities 

of the floor and welcome to the Assembly, and I am proud to be here 

with you.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Mr. Morinello, Mr. Jensen, Mr. Norris, the Speaker and all the 

members, we welcome these fantastic students from Niagara here to 
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the New York State Assembly, extend to you the privileges of the 

floor.  Thank you so much for coming and observing our House here 

as we do proceedings.  We hope that this has been a learning 

experience for you, and that maybe some of you might think about 

coming here in another capacity later on in your lives.  I always say 

later on so nobody gets nervous.  Thank you.  We are so pleased to 

have you here.  And from my memory, Calvin Murphy went to 

Niagara if I'm not mistaken, if those who remember that, right?  That's 

how old I am.  Thank you so very much.  Pleased to have you. 

(Applause)

We will move to Resolutions on Page 3.  Assembly 

No. 1007, the Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 1007, Ms. 

Rajkumar.  

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim March 26, 2024, as Bangladesh 

Independence Day in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 

adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 1008, Ms. 

Solages.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim March 22-28, 2024, as Doula Week in the 

State of New York, in conjunction with the observance of World 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                                   MARCH 25, 2024

7

Doula Week. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 

adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 1009, Mr. 

Sayegh.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim August 24, 2024, as Ukrainian-American 

Heritage Day in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Sayegh on the 

resolution. 

MR. SAYEGH:  Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.  

Nearly two years ago I presented a resolution to recognize Ukrainian 

Independence Day, which took place some 33 years ago on August 24, 

1991; independence, of course, from the USSR, the Soviet Union.  

And it's been two years with the conflict, the prolonged conflict in the 

Ukraine, and the conflict that has taken the lives of so many has given 

a sense of pride to Ukrainian-Americans all across our State and all 

across our nation.  And I'm very privileged in my city of Yonkers, 

New York to have a very large and productive Ukrainian-American 

community, and working very closely with two very important 

Ukrainian organizations, Saint Michael's Ukrainian Catholic Church 

and the SUMA Federal Credit Union have served our community for 

over 40 years.  So in light of the conflict, it is extremely important not 

only to recognize Ukrainian independence, but really provide the 
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continued moral and other support for the Ukrainian community as 

they continue to endure the conflict in their homeland.  So today's 

resolution honors Ukrainian independence, which would be celebrated 

on August 24, 2024.   

Thank you very much. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 

adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 1010, Mr. 

Brabenec.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim August 2024, as Swiss-American Heritage 

Month in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 

adopted.

We will go to Page 23, Calendar No. 126, the Clerk 

will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A04591-A, Calendar 

No. 126, McDonald, Rozic.  An act to amend the New York State 

Printing and Public Documents Law, in relation to requiring State 

agencies to make available all public documents in a digital format on 

their website.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 90th 
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day.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

On Page 4, Calendar No. 360, the Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00109-B, Calendar 

No. 360, L. Rosenthal, Forrest, Seawright, Aubry, Bichotte Hermelyn, 

Clark, Zinerman, Carroll, Hevesi, Simon, Jackson, Mitaynes, Reyes, 

González-Rojas, Jean-Pierre, Burgos, Cruz, Epstein, Otis, Gallagher, 

Cunningham, Solages, Raga, Shimsky, Levenberg, Burdick, Tapia, 

Dinowitz, Weprin, Davila.  An act to amend the Public Health Law, in 

relation to prohibiting drug, cannabis or alcohol testing and screening 

of pregnant or postpartum individuals and newborns.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00494-A, Calendar 

No. 361, Epstein, Rozic, Davila, Clark, Cruz, Kelles, Reyes, 

Cunningham, González-Rojas, Ardila.  An act to amend the Election 

Law, in relation to notifying candidates of designation for certain 

county committees.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00523-A, Calendar 

No. 362, Epstein, Raga, Levenberg, Burdick, Shimsky.  An act to 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                                   MARCH 25, 2024

10

amend the Public Buildings Law, in relation to requiring gender- 

neutral bathrooms in State-owned buildings.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00860, Calendar No. 

363, Gibbs, Simon, Taylor, Sayegh, Novakhov, Cunningham.  An act 

to amend the Economic Develop -- Development Law, in relation to 

the authorization of the Department of Economic Development to give 

a preference to any tourist promotion agency that is promoting the 

sport of stickball.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00938, Calendar No. 

364, Vanel, Otis, Blumencranz.  An act to amend the Financial 

Services Law, in relation to requiring certain disclosures in 

advertisements involving virtual tokens.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A01219-A, Calendar 

No. 365, Bronson, Benedetto, Brabenec, Hevesi, Colton, DeStefano, 

Durso, Jacobson, Lucas.  An act to amend the Workers' Compensation 

Law, in relation to contracted network pharmacy use.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On a motion by Mr. 

Bronson, the Senate bill is before the House.  The Senate bill is 

advanced and the bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A03225, Calendar No. 

366, Vanel, Sayegh, Dinowitz, Seawright, Simon, Wallace.  An act to 

amend the Real Property Law and the Civil Practice Law and Rules,  
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in relation to clarifying requirements for acknowledgments, proofs, 

oaths and affirmations without the State.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On a motion by Mr. 

Vanel, the Senate bill is before the House.  The Senate bill is 

advanced.  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A03347-A, Calendar 

No. 367, González-Rojas, Bores, Simon, Epstein, Seawright, Simone, 

Forrest, Cruz, Kelles, Burdick, L. Rosenthal.  An act to amend the 

Criminal Procedure Law and the Penal Law, in relation to criminal 

liability for persons living with sexually-transmitted infections who 

engage in sexual activity; and to repeal Section 2307 of the Public 

Health Law relating to persons knowing themselves to be infected 

with venereal disease.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A04943-A, Calendar 

No. 368, Epstein, Kelles, Gibbs, Reyes, Levenberg, Weprin.  An act to 

amend the Environmental Conservation Law, in relation to prohibiting 

the sale or distribution of expended polystyrene containers that are 
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designed or intended to be used for cold storage.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05366, Calendar No. 

369, Bores, Bichotte Hermelyn, Cunningham, Raga, González-Rojas, 

Burdick, Simone, Lee, De Los Santos, Magnarelli, Sillitti, Kelles, 

Hyndman, Epstein, Seawright, Dinowitz, Gallagher, Gibbs, Simon, 

Weprin, Cruz, Glick, Rajkumar, Davila, Tannousis, Tapia, Forrest, 

Carroll, Burgos, Rivera, Taylor, Dickens, Zaccaro, L. Rosenthal, Fall, 

O'Donnell.  Concurrent Resolution of the Senate and Assembly 

proposing amendments to Article 6 of the Constitution, in relation to 

the number of Supreme Court justices in any judicial district.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05613-B, Calendar 

No. 370, Zebrowski, Paulin.  An act to amend the Public Officers 

Law, in relation to accessing records under the Freedom of 

Information Law.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 
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ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed.

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06583-A, Calendar 

No. 371, Shrestha, Bichotte Hermelyn, Raga, Meeks, Anderson, 

Cunningham, Hyndman, Kim, Rajkumar, Shimsky, Gallagher, 

Mamdani, Simon, Dickens, González-Rojas, Levenberg, Weprin, 

Simone, Alvarez, Septimo, Beephan, Thiele, Gunther, Aubry, 

Lunsford, Mitaynes, O'Donnell, Reyes, Darling, L. Rosenthal, Bores, 

Zinerman, Rivera, Jacobson, Ramos, Fahy, Peoples-Stokes, Kelles, 

Walker, Forrest, Vanel, Clark, Epstein, Lavine, Lucas, Sillitti, Sayegh, 

Wallace.  An act to amend the Executive Law, in relation to 

establishing November 26th of each year as a day of commemoration 

known as "Sojourner Truth Day."

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote). 

Ms. Shrestha to explain her vote.

MS. SHRESTHA:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I 

represent the 103rd District in the mid-Hudson Valley where 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                                   MARCH 25, 2024

14

Sojourner Truth was born in what is today the Town of Esopus, and 

she made a historic walk from the Town of Esopus to the City of 

Kingston where she took slave owners to court in the Ulster County 

Courthouse and made history by winning that legal case.  I am here 

today carrying this bill on behalf of many young folks in my district 

who really want an occasion to celebrate Sojourner Truth, to pass 

knowledge about the fight that she took all over the country not only 

to fight for freedom for all, but also for voting rights and to inspire 

Americans all over the country to be bold and to stand up for what is 

right.   

With that, I vote yes on this bill very happily.  Thank 

you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Shrestha in the 

affirmative. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06947-A, Calendar 

No. 372, Pretlow.  An act to amend the Agriculture and Markets Law, 

in relation to strengthening enforcement efforts of the State's 

Anti-Slaughter of Race Horses and Race Horses Breeding Stock Law.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote. 
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(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

ACTING SPEAKER LUPARDO:  Are there any 

other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A07249, Calendar No. 

373, Magnarelli.  An act to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in 

relation to making technical corrections to the adjudication of certain 

traffic violations; and repealing certain provisions of such law relating 

thereto.  

ACTING SPEAKER LUPARDO:  Read the last 

section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER LUPARDO:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed.

Ms. Walsh for the purposes of an introduction. 

MS. WALSH:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  Friends 

and colleagues, it's my pleasure to recognize one of our former 

members who's joined us here this afternoon.  To my right is John 

Salka, a Member of the Assembly from January of 2019 until January 

of 2023.  I had the pleasure, as many of you did, to serve with John, 
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and we're so happy to have him back here today.  After leaving the 

Assembly, John is now a Director of Community Relations for 

Congressman Brandon Williams in the 22nd District where he handles 

constituent work for Onondaga, Madison and On -- and Oneida 

Counties.  That's a mouthful.

So Madam Speaker, if you would please welcome our 

former colleague to the Chamber and afford him all the cordialities of 

the House. 

ACTING SPEAKER LUPARDO:  Certainly.  On 

behalf of Ms. Walsh and all the members of the Chamber, it's nice to 

see you, Mr. Salka.  We welcome you to the Chamber and we extend 

to you, as always, the privileges of the floor.  Certainly, as a former 

member it's always a pleasure to see you and you're always going to 

be welcome here.  Please enjoy the proceedings, and thanks again for 

joining us.  It really is nice to see you. 

(Applause)

The Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A07466, Calendar No. 

374, Kelles, Seawright, Sayegh, Simon, Steck, Paulin, Gallagher, 

Vanel, Hevesi, Otis, González-Rojas, Epstein, Cruz, Glick, L. 

Rosenthal.  An act to amend the Criminal Procedure Law, in relation 

to the expungement of syringe convictions.  

ACTING SPEAKER LUPARDO:  The bill is laid 

aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A07910-A, Calendar 
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No. 375, Weprin, Reyes, Gallagher, Levenberg, Lee, Shimsky, 

Gunther, Dickens, González-Rojas, Burdick, Hevesi, Lucas, 

Seawright, Aubry, Cruz, Lunsford, Glick, Ardila, Simone, Wallace, 

Septimo.  An act to amend the Insurance Law in relation to 

prohibiting discrimination because of the affordability of residential 

buildings.  

ACTING SPEAKER LUPARDO:  The bill is laid 

aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A08831, Calendar No. 

376, Berger.  An act to repeal certain provisions of the Insurance Law 

relating to anti-arson applications.  

ACTING SPEAKER LUPARDO:  Read the last 

section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER LUPARDO:  The Clerk will 

record the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

We'd like to acknowledge that this is -- oh, sorry.  

The bill is passed.  

And now I'd like to acknowledge that this is Mr. 

Berger's first bill.  Congratulations, Mr. Berger.  This is a great 

accomplishment. 

(Applause)
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All right.  Remember the moment.   

The Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A09145, Calendar No. 

377, Gibbs, Aubry, Shimsky, Forrest, Taylor, Epstein, Weprin.  An act 

to amend the Criminal Procedure Law, in relation to youthful offender 

determinations.  

ACTING SPEAKER LUPARDO:  The bill is laid 

aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A09254, Calendar No. 

378, Weprin.  An act to amend Chapter 395 of the Laws of 2008, 

amending the Agriculture and Markets Law relating to licensing of 

establishments where animals or fowls are slaughtered, in relation to 

the effectiveness thereof.  

ACTING SPEAKER LUPARDO:  Read the last 

section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER LUPARDO:  The Clerk will 

record the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Are there any other 

votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A09407, Calendar No. 

379, Weprin.  An act to amend the Insurance Law, in relation to 
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supplemental spousal liability insurance.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 180th 

day. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A09409, Calendar No. 

380, Wallace.  An act to amend the Election Law, in relation to 

moving the date of the meeting of the electors and the method for the 

transmission of the certificates of vote.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A09505, Calendar No. 

381, McMahon, Seawright, Sayegh.  An act to amend the Family 

Court Act and the Domestic Relations Law, in relation to 
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establishment and modification of child support orders.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, do you 

have any further housekeeping or resolutions?  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  No housekeeping, 

but we do have a privileged resolution, 1020, the Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 1020, Mr. 

Tannousis.

Legislative Resolution recognizing the Federation of 

Cypriot American Organizations in conjunction with its 

commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the Turkish invasion and 

occupation of Northern Cyprus.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Tannousis on the 

resolution. 

MR. TANNOUSIS:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  On 

July 20, 1974, the Turkish military invaded the Mediterranean island 

of Cyprus.  They took over one-third of the island, they displaced 

150,000 Greek Cypriots, and many of those Cypriots fled and many of 

them came to New York City.  Two of those refugees are my parents.  

It would mark 50 years -- on July 20th it will be 50 years since the 

Turkish invasion of Cyprus.  The Cypriot people suffered a great 

injustice.  And before coming to the Assembly, as many in the 

Chamber will know, I was a prosecutor.  Part of the reason I became a 

prosecutor was because my family suffered an injustice, and I wanted 
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to fight for those that also suffered an injustice.  And that's why I 

became a prosecutor to begin with.   

So I stand here before you today in memory of that 

invasion of Cyprus 50 years ago, and I want to recognize the 

Federation of Cypriot American organizations that represents dozens 

of organizations across the country of Greek Cypriots that is fighting 

for the cause, which is for justice for Cyprus.  Thank you very much. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Lemondes. 

MR. LEMONDES:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  On the 

resolution. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, 

sir. 

MR. LEMONDES:  Thank you.  This resolution 

brings to light the great injustice thrust upon Greek Cypriots.  More 

importantly, it illustrates that for the second time in 100 years, the 

displacement of Greek citizens from two of their natural places of 

origin; Cyprus most recently, and the Pontian Greek, a Syrian and 

Armenian genocide less than 100 years prior.  The attempt of the 

Turkish government and its -- and its willingness to use these events 

as the erasure of Christian culture could not be more racist.  It could 

not be more morally wrong and incorrect.  Yet it happened and it 

occurred.  And you have in this Chamber two people, two different 

generations; one his parents, myself, my grandparents who are the 

descendants of these injustices.   
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So, Mr. Speaker, so that we may never forget that the 

struggle is still ongoing and continues to impact thousands of Greek 

Cypriots and their descendants, we should continue to diplomatically 

pressure the Turkish government to withdraw all forces and repatriate 

all persons and property.  Turkish uncertainty in the Eastern 

Mediterranean destabilizes the entire world.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you.

On the resolution, all those in favor signify by saying 

aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is adopted.  

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes, we have other fine resolutions, 

we will take them up with one vote. 

On these resolutions, all those in favor signify by 

saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolutions are adopted. 

(Whereupon, Assembly Resolution Nos. 1011-1019 

and 1021 were unanimously approved.)

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  I now move that the 

Assembly stand adjourned and that we reconvene at 2:00 p.m., 

Tuesday, March the 26th, tomorrow being a Session day. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Assembly stands 

adjourned.  

(Whereupon, at 4:41 p.m., the House stood adjourned 

until Tuesday, March 26th at 2:00 p.m., that being a Session day.)


