
1

MONDAY, MAY 15, 2023    1:24 P.M.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The House will come 

to order.

The Reverend Elia will offer a prayer. 

REVEREND DONNA ELIA:  Let us pray.  Good and 

gracious God, we pause to give thanks for the beauty of this day, for 

signs of spring, for family gatherings and moments of rest.  As this 

Assembly prepares for the work at hand, enlighten their energy and 

wisdom.  Empower each member to listen and to speak with clarity, 

conviction and compassion.  Help them work for the good of our 

communities, State, nation and the world.  And thank You for all staff 

whose dedication and tireless effort undergirds the Assembly.  To the 

weary, grant strength.  To the grieving, give comfort.  To all who are 

ill, pour out healing mercy.  Today and always, we remember and give 
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thanks for the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Thank You for those 

who fought and persevered for the right to access for all persons, and 

help us to continue to remove barriers to inclusion and to create a 

table of equity.  We pray also especially for our Majority Leader as 

she cares for constituents who observe a tragic anniversary.  We 

remember and grieve the senseless and racist shooting in Buffalo a 

year ago yesterday.  Give all of us the will to eradicate racism and 

define constructive and lasting ways to address gun violence.  

O, Holy One who makes peace in high places, give us 

peace with justice in our time.  Amen. 

MEMBERS:  Amen.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Visitors are invited 

to join the members in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

(Whereupon, Acting Speaker Aubry led visitors and 

members in the Pledge of Allegiance.) 

A quorum being present, the Clerk will read the 

Journal of Sunday, May 14th.

Ms. Solages. 

MS. SOLAGES:  Mr. Speaker, I move to dispense 

with the further reading of the Journal of Sunday, May 14th and that 

the same stand approved. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Without objection, so 

ordered. 

Ms. Solages. 

MS. SOLAGES:  Well, good morning -- or good 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                                           MAY 15, 2023

3

afternoon, colleagues, guests and viewers.  We have a beautiful day of 

work ahead of us.  But before we commence I will give a quote, and 

today's quote is from Albert Einstein, one of the greatest and most 

influential physicists of all time.  The quote is, "Wisdom is not a 

product of schooling, but of the lifelong attempt to acquire it."   

So with that, Mr. Speaker, may I have the members' 

attention so that we can announce the schedule for the day?  Members 

have on their desks a main Calendar.  We also have a debate list.  

After any housekeeping and introductions, we may begin work by 

taking up resolutions on page 3, including one by Ms. Seawright 

commemorating New York Assembly's Legislative Disabilities 

Awareness Day.  Our principal work on the day will be to take up a 

five bill legislative package revolving around the Disabled [sic] 

Awareness Day package, and these bills include Calendar No. 152 by 

Mr. Burdick, Calendar No. 192 by Mr. Epstein, Calendar No. 212 by 

Mr. Zebrowski, Calendar No. 215 by Ms. Kelles, and finally, Calendar 

No. 216 by Ms. Seawright.  We will then begin consent, starting with 

Calendar No. 187 on page 5, and I will announce any further floor 

activity as we proceed.  There will be a need for Majority conference 

in Hearing Room B at the end of the conclusion of our work on the 

floor today, and as always I will consult with the Minority regarding 

their conference needs. 

So with that as a general outline, Mr. Speaker, if 

there are any housekeeping or introductions, now would be the 

appropriate time. 
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ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  No housekeeping, 

Ms. Solages, but we do have introductions.

Mr. Gray for the purposes of a introduction. 

MR. GRAY:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  It gives me 

great pleasure to introduce the Hammond girls -- Hammond Central 

School Girls Basketball Team on the -- the great year that they've had.  

They finished 2023 as the Championship in the Class D Division with 

a record of 21 and 1.  The Red Devils completed hard-fought victories 

with athleticism, intensity and the mindset of a championship caliber 

team.  Having captured the Class D State Regionals by defeating 

Poland 63 to 33, they continued their winning ways taking out Panama 

by a score of 78 to 56 for the New York State Semi-Finals, advancing 

on to claim the 2023 New York State Class D Championship crown 

by dismantling -- with all due respect to my colleague Mr. Angelino -- 

by dismantling Oxford Academy 61 to 37.  Under the direction of 

Coach Alyssa -- Alyssa Crosby and Assistant Coaches John Arquit, 

Katina Dillon and Chet Truskowski, your performance this season is 

testimonial to your hard work and your dedication.  We're very proud 

of the team effort and the success of the student athletes and thereby 

bringing honor and credit to their school, their village and their town. 

It is with great pride that I recognize the outstand -- 

outstanding accomplishments of the Hammond Red Devils Girls 

Varsity Basketball Team on an impressive and successful season, and 

I'd like to introduce the members, if I can:  Zoey Cunningham; we 

have Raelee Downs; we have Ava Howie; we have the Class D Player 
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of the Year, Landree Kenyon; and we have Hailee Manning; Mikayla 

Jones, Sadey Sprabary, Mia Tulley, Laurall Vinch, and Isabelle 

Woodcock.  Got that right.  And then we have Head Coach Alyssa 

Crosby, Assistant Coaches John Arquitt, Katina Dillon, Chet 

Truskowski and their School Superintendent, Douglas McQueer.  

Please.

Thank you.  Would you offer them the cordiality of 

the floor?  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Mr. Gray, the Speaker and all the members, we welcome you here 

to the New York State Assembly, extend to you the privileges of the 

floor.  Our congratulations on your achievements this year.  Our hope 

that you will continue to build on that success in your life, whether it 

be in sports or education or in careers later on.  Enjoy this time with 

us.  Please know that you're always welcome, and congratulations to 

your coaches also, for supporting these extraordinary young women.  

Thank you. 

(Applause)

Ms. Seawright for the purposes of a introduction. 

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I have 

two very special guests today in the Chamber.  They're in town for 

Legislative Disability [sic] Awareness Day.  Our first guest is Coach 

Ryan Martin.  Ryan is the Director for the City University of New 

York CUNY Men's and Women's Wheelchair Basketball Teams, as 

well as an emerging wheelchair tennis and track program.  Ryan was 
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recognized as the 2022 College Coach of the Year by the United 

States Olympic and Paralympic Committee.  The CUNY Adaptive 

Sports Program is the only intercollegiate adaptive sports program on 

the East Coast.  He is the Executive Director of the International NPO, 

the Ryan Martin Foundation, whose mission is to help youth and adult 

athletes with disabilities live independent, impassioned, productive 

and full lives through sports training, mentoring and education.  RMF 

runs youth-based wheelchair programs in Connecticut and Madrid, 

Spain since 2007.  He is also serving as the President of the National 

Wheelchair Basketball Association, and helps oversee the USA High- 

Performance Program which includes the Men's and Women's 

Wheelchair Basketball Paralympic teams.  In that role he manages key 

relationships with NWBEA [sic] corporate stakeholders such as Nike 

and Toyota.  He currently plays for the NWBE -- BA back-to-back 

reigning National Champions, the New York Rolling Knicks.  

Previously, he played professional basketball in Madrid, Spain and 

Paris, France for ten seasons.

We welcome Coach Ryan Martin to the Chamber 

today. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Ms. Seawright, the Speaker and all the members, we welcome you 

here to the New York State Assembly, extend to you the privileges of 

the floor.  Congratulations on the work that you're doing, and keep up 

that good work.  It reminds me, some 30 years ago we had a 

wheelchair basketball game in The Well of the Legislative Building 
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where we tried to, as -- as those who are able for a minute, to play in 

the wheelchairs.  Believe me, I understand how positively 

extraordinary it is to play in that capacity.  I haven't had my shot 

blocked so many times in all of my career.  Thank you so very much 

for being with us.  Welcome.   

(Applause)

Ms. Seawright.  

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  We 

also have a very special guest, Michael Schweinsburg, who is an 

activist for disability rights from New York City.  He's focused on 

coordinating City and State government services, promoting access, 

inclusion and equality for the people of New York State.  If you'll 

please extend him the cordialities of the House.  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Also for you, sir, 

welcome to the New York State Assembly, extend to you the 

privileges of the floor.  Our thanks from Ms. Seawright, the Speaker 

and all the members.  Continue that advocacy, it is obviously 

something that is much needed and very necessary.  Continue that 

great work.  Thank you for being here. 

(Applause) 

Mr. Beephan for the purposes of a introduction. 

MR. BEEPHAN:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  So, 

joined with me here today are two distinguished guests from my 

district, Mrs. Kristin D'Aliso, joined by her daughter, Miss Taylor 
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D'Aliso.  Both of these individuals have contributed to our community 

in a number of ways, but I'd like to highlight two things:  One, Ms. 

Kristin D'Aliso is the founder of Hudson Candle.  She, herself, was 

diagnosed with multiple immune disorders and conditions over the 

years, and she found herself upset by the number of components and 

ingredients in these candles that she couldn't use.  So she actually 

went on to start her own business, which is now featured in a number 

of national stores, creating her own candles right out of her facilities 

in -- in Fishkill, New York.  With her is her daughter, Taylor, who -- 

she did not get a chance to be recognized for being a Congressional 

Award recipient because of the pandemic, but on the floor here today 

I'd like to congratulate her on her award and thank you for your 

service to our community.  

I ask that you extend the cordialities of the floor.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Certainly.  On behalf 

of Mr. Beephan, the Speaker and all the members, we welcome both 

of these extraordinary ladies here to the New York State Assembly, 

extend to you the privileges of the floor.  Congratulations on the work 

that you're doing at your entrepreneurship, as well as the support that 

you've given your communities.  Continue that great work.  Thank you 

so very much. 

(Applause)

Page 3, Assembly No. 445, resolutions, the Clerk will 

read. 
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THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 445, Ms. 

Seawright.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim May 15, 2023 as New York State Assembly 

Legislative Disabilities Awareness Day. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Seawright on the 

resolution. 

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I rise 

to speak on our resolution to designate May 15, 2023 as Legislative 

Disability [sic] Awareness Day.  It has been an Assembly tradition for 

43 years to recognize people with disabilities, their families and 

advocates as they realize the goals of integration, independence, 

empowerment and equality in our communities and society at-large.  

Earlier this year a prolific disability rights activist and Brooklyn native 

Judy Heumann passed away.  One of the pioneers of the disability 

rights movement, used a wheelchair since her childhood as a result of 

polio.  She died on Saturday, March 4, 2023.  Her struggle to advance 

the rights of people with disabilities was pivotal in securing civil 

rights protections for all people with disabilities.  As an adult she was 

denied her teaching license after passing both her oral written exams, 

leading her to sue the New York State Board of Education and 

become the first wheelchair user to teach in the State of New York.  

Our legislative package honors also Judy's legacy by allowing people 

with disabilities to fully participate in their communities and to ensure 

equal access to opportunities that help all New Yorkers thrive.  
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We have over 25 advocacy groups joining us today 

from all across this great State.  Today is dedicated to the people who 

are advocating for more access, more opportunity, more dignity, more 

respect, and solutions to the barriers standing in the way of these 

things we take for granted. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you.   

Ms. Darling on the resolution. 

MS. DARLING:  The true measure of a community is 

how it cares for its most vulnerable; our children, seniors and people 

with disabilities, and I am happy to be part of this movement here in 

New York State.  As a member of the first-ever People with 

Disabilities Committee in the New York State Assembly, I'm elated to 

advocate for New Yorkers with disabilities and disability service 

providers.  This Committee provides a much-needed space and 

platform for them to reserve the support they truly need.  People with 

disabilities need a stronger presence in New York State's workforce, 

as well as effective housing programs, and we must also work to 

support programs of people -- for people with complicated medical 

needs.  My colleagues and I want to ensure that New Yorkers with 

disabilities have every opportunity to live their absolute best lives, and 

we are committed to doing the work to make that possible.

Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Giglio on the 

resolution. 
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MS. GIGLIO:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  And I'd like 

to thank the sponsor, the Chair of the Committee on People with 

Disabilities.  I am privileged to serve as the Ranking Member on the 

Assembly Standing Committee for People with Disabilities.  One 

particular precious and vulnerable population that I am a tireless 

advocate for is the disabilities community.  Or as I say, our precious 

individuals with unique abilities.  When I say New Yorkers with 

unique abilities must comes first, I mean it from the bottom of my 

heart.  This is a beautiful, vibrant, brilliant and hopeful community.  

This is a community that is uniquely-abled to take our State to new 

heights, and they do that just by their presence.  We owe it to them to 

put them first.   

I met with countless parents, stakeholders, public and 

not-for-profit professionals, administrators, direct support 

professionals, medical staff and unsung heroes alike.  I went on a 

Statewide OPWDD Legislative Listening Tour where I visited every 

corner of this State to meet with advocates, stakeholders, employees 

and, most important, my fellow New Yorkers with unique abilities.  I 

have seen and heard a common theme:  More needs to be done to 

empower people with unique abilities in our State.  Today's 

Legislative Disabilities Awareness Day and the corresponding 

legislative packet takes us a step closer to achieve this end.  

Again, I want to thank the sponsor of the resolution 

and look forward to working with the Committee and bringing great 

things to people in New York State with unique abilities.  Thank you, 
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Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you.

Mr. Burdick on the resolution. 

MR. BURDICK:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I want to 

thank the Chair of the Committee for her tireless work and for helping 

to put together the strong package of bills that we'll be taking up a 

little later.  I also want to thank our friends on the other side of the 

aisle for their support for this vulnerable population.  And I really do 

think that we're beginning to change the attitudes.  That things are 

turning in the right direction.  That people with disabilities who too 

often are shunned and shunted aside and treated as though they're 

invisible now are becoming more visible.  And now society is doing 

what it needs to do, which is to recognize the dignity and the respect 

that these individuals deserve.   

As Chair of the Subcommittee on Employment 

Opportunities for People with Disabilities, I'm really thrilled that we're 

doing far more in that area, not just amongst the State agencies, but in 

the private sector as well.  And again, I thank the Speaker for his 

leadership in bringing us together, the advocates who were in The 

Well today, and all of those who are supporting these changes.  

Thanks very much, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you.  

On the resolution, all those in favor signify by saying 

aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 446, Ms. 
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Lunsford. 

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim May 9, 2023 as Fentanyl Awareness Day in 

the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Lunsford on the 

resolution. 

MS. LUNSFORD:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 

giving me a moment to talk about this national health crisis.  Drug 

overdose touches everybody.  I'm sure everybody in this room and 

everybody watching has had someone in their lives either OD 

themselves or they know someone who lost a loved one.  Drug 

overdose knows no community, no class, no income level, no race.  

And fentanyl is the single-largest drug threat our country has ever 

faced.  I could stand here and I could give you the stats that fentanyl 

overdose is now the number one killer of Americans under 50.  Not 

just drug overdoses, but fentanyl specifically.  I could tell you that in 

2022 a DEA analysis of fentanyl-laced prescription drugs found that 

six out of ten pills contained a deadly dose of fentanyl.  Or I could tell 

you the story of Paige Gibbons.  Paige was a 19-year-old woman from 

Pittsford, New York, which is in my district.  It's an affluent suburb of 

Rochester.  She was a college freshman, she had played sports and 

done volunteer work.  Her mother is a kindergarten teacher, her dad's 

a banker, her sister plays cheerleading.  She's the picture of the 

suburban ideal.  And four days after her 19th birthday, just a few days 

before Thanksgiving, Paige took what she thought was half a 
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Percocet.  It turned out it was 100% fentanyl.  Paige was Narcan 

trained.  She knew the risks, she understood the threat, and Paige 

passed away.  Paige's story is unfortunately not unique.  It is tragically 

common.  And I thank you so much for giving me an opportunity to 

bring awareness to this particular threat, because we need to do more 

to get fentanyl test strips into our communities, to bring Narcan 

trainings, to have Narcan kits available, and to make sure that we don't 

have anymore Paiges.  But I can tell you, there's going to be a bunch 

more today, there's going to be a bunch more tomorrow, so we have to 

do what we can today. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you.

Mr. Brown on the resolution. 

MR. K. BROWN:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I would 

like to thank the sponsor for this resolution marking May 9th as 

Fentanyl Awareness Day in the State of New York.  In the midst of an 

ongoing opioid and fentanyl crises ravaged not only my county and 

my State, but the rest of the country, a day like today should be a 

turning point.  This fentanyl -- National Fentanyl Awareness Day, we 

must ask ourselves, given this monumental public health crisis, where 

is the state of emergency?  Where is the outrage?  Are we doing 

enough?  Are we willing to take immediate action to stop it?  

Everyone in this Chamber knows someone whose family has lost a 

young adult to overdose.  My family was one of them.  We lost my 

nephew Jesse Romanasky, cut down in the prime of his life just three 
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weeks shy of his 20th birthday.  According to the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, over 150 people die from overdoses related to 

synthetic opioids like fentanyl every day.  Fentanyl is involved in 

more deaths of Americans under 50 than any other cause of death 

including heart disease, cancer, homicide, suicide or other accidents.  

Well, in the Assembly we had our first Alcoholism and Substance 

Abuse Committee meeting on April 25th, almost five months into the 

legislative Session.  We need to do more.  So that's why today I'm 

asking the Assembly and Senate leadership, the Governor and 

everyone in this Chamber to take meaningful action, to work in a 

bipartisan manner so we can prevent future deaths by offering help 

and support to current substance abusers by holding dealers 

accountable and cutting off the supply of fentanyl and other illegal 

opioids before other families like mine and people like my beautiful 

nephew suffer.  Before we hear of another death of a young person 

being cut down in the prime of their lives due to fentanyl.  We've been 

aware of this crisis for far too long now.  This Fentanyl Awareness 

Day, it's time for action.   

Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you.   

On the resolution, all those in favor signify by saying 

aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 447, Mr. 

Ra. 

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 
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Kathy Hochul to proclaim May 14, 2023 as IgA Nephropathy 

Awareness Day in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Ra on the 

resolution. 

MR. RA:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  This resolution 

recognizes May 14, 2023 as IgA Nephropathy Awareness Day in New 

York State.  Our House will join the U.S. Congress, as well as seven 

other states who have proclaimed this day of awareness.  And 

appropriately, yesterday, May 14th, was Mother's Day and it was a 

mother named Bonnie Schneider who founded the IgA Nephropathy 

Foundation 20 years ago after her son's diagnosis with -- with this 

disease, and she did so to provide support for others living with it.  

Just a little bit of information.  IgA nephropathy is an autoimmune 

disease that attacks the kidneys, which affects how blood is filtered in 

the small blood vessels of the kidneys.  And it's estimated that 20 to 

40 percent of those with this disease will develop end-stage kidney 

disease, meaning that they're going to require either dialysis or a 

kidney transplant.  

So I want to thank my colleagues who have joined 

me in cosponsoring this -- this resolution, and all of my colleagues for 

voting for it.  This entire week is IgA Nephropathy Aware Week, and 

I hope we can spread awareness about this ailment and help support 

those who are suffering from it.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you, sir.

On the resolution, all those in favor signify by saying 
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aye; opposed, no. The resolution is adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 448, Ms. 

Pheffer Amato. 

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim May 14-20, 2023 as Police Week in the 

State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Pheffer Amato 

on the resolution. 

MS. PHEFFER AMATO:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

I rise today to pay homage and tribute to our police, but also the brave 

men and women who made the ultimate sacrifice to protect our great 

State and communities.  Our law enforcement officers are heroes.  Let 

me say that again, heroes.  These are the individuals who run towards 

danger, who protect us in dangerous times.  Who were there when we 

need them.  They are our protectors and we thank them.  But we must 

recognize those we lost, those who died protecting us, serving our 

communities, taking the responsibility to make our cities, towns and 

State safe.  To keep us all safe.  We must praise them as they chose a 

profession that helps people.  To be dedicated to solving problems.  

The police officers who we lost took an oath to serve and protect the 

people, total strangers, in any situation.  To me, that is an 

extraordinary act of true selflessness and unwavering love for their 

community.  They are role models and are heroes. 

This week of May 14th through the 20th is 

recognized as Police Week.  Last week, alongside my colleagues 
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attended the Fallen Police Officer Memorial right outside this 

building, where we commemorated those who made the ultimate 

sacrifice.  We added 55 names this year, to bring it to over 1,700.  

Today we not only say thank you to our police officers for the work 

they do every day, but also remember the brave officers we lost.  May 

their memories be a blessing, may police officers and their families 

throughout the State of New York know that this legislative Body 

thanks you for your commitment and dedication to our State and 

community, and we must also remember their families.  

God bless our police.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you. 

Mr. Angelino on the resolution. 

MR. ANGELINO:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  As I 

stand in this Chamber and while this Chamber and its Body is 

deliberating the day's business, there are thousands and thousands of 

police officers gathered in Washington, D.C. for National Police 

Week, and I'll add there's even some from around the world.  Each 

year more and more names are added to the granite wall in 

Washington, and also right outside at the New York State Law 

Enforcement Memorial.  And last week my good childhood friend, F. 

Brent Chomyszak, a Sergeant with the New York State Police, was 

added; a World Trade Center sickness death in the line of duty.  These 

permanent carvings in the granite ensure that if somebody passes by, 

glances at the name and perhaps reads it, that these men and women 

will never be forgotten.  So it is right, good and just that the sponsor 
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brought this forward so that everybody could be aware that today is 

Police Memorial Day in the United States.  This one day a year is -- is 

a -- is a hallowed memory for many.  But this one day a year that we 

recognize Police Memorial Day, we should remember to the family 

members of the fallen officer every day is Police Memorial Day.  So 

many people look at a police officer and never see past the uniform.  

They never see that it's actually a mom or a dad or a neighbor or an 

uncle, a pet owner, a good neighbor, a friend.  These every day 

common people do an uncommon job for their community.  They do 

everything that society wants done, but that society would never dare 

do themselves.  These men and women run towards danger while 

others are running away, and sometimes they don't always get to come 

back.

So in closing, let's not dwell upon how these men and 

-- men and women died, let us remember instead how they lived their 

lives because that's what made them heroes.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you, sir.

Mr. Reilly on the resolution. 

MR. REILLY:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  So, as it 

was mentioned earlier, last week we stood right out here outside the 

LOB, honoring those law enforcement police officers who died in 

New York State.  No greater love than to lay down one's life for 

another; someone you don't know.  And each year we continue to add 

names to that wall and, unfortunately, next year we will be here again, 

adding additional names.  The number is unknown.  And let's 
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remember, a majority of those names are from the 9/11 terrorist 

attack.  Many of those names on that wall are New York City police 

officers.  Some I did not know, but we shared a brotherhood and a 

sisterhood.  But there are some who I knew personally.  There are 

firemen on that -- on -- that died on 9/11 that I know as well.  But 

when we think about Police Memorial Day, we think about last week, 

lining up out there, Old Glory at half-mast, the New York State flag at 

half-mast, the sun beating down.  That is their memory looking at us, 

and it's our job to carry that on.  Those bagpipes, the rat-a-tat of those 

drums, they touch you.  They pull at your heartstrings.  But remember, 

we will be here again next year as those numbers keep rising. 

So I close with this:  Fidelis ad mortem.  Faithful 

until death.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you, sir.

On the resolution, all those in favor signify by saying 

aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 449, Mr. 

Gandolfo.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim May 15, 2023 as Police Dog Day in the 

State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no. The resolution is 

adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 450, Ms. 
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Joyner. 

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim May 2023 as Maternal Depression 

Awareness Month in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 

adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 451, Mr. 

DeStefano.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim May 2023 as Wildfire Safety Awareness 

Month in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, 

Mr. De -- DeStefano. 

MR. DESTEFANO:  I can't win.  I just can't win.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the opportunity to speak on this issue.  It 

affects many of our communities here in New York and nationally; it's 

wildfire awareness.  Wildfires can be devastating, destroying homes, 

businesses and even taking lives.  They can also harm the 

environment.  Wildlife contribute to climate change.  This is why it's 

essential to create awareness and to educate communities about the 

dangers of wildfires.  Wildfires are unex -- unplanned, unexplained 

sometimes, unwanted.  Forest, grasslands and other natural areas.  

They can start naturally from lightening strikes or human activity such 

as campfires, fireworks, cigarettes and other activities that involve 
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flames or sparks.  Wildfires can spread quickly and unpredictably, 

covering vast areas of land and causing significant damage and loss.  

The first step toward wildfire awareness is understanding what causes 

them.  Wildfires are most prevalent in hot and dry areas, especially 

those with a long and dry period.  This is why it is important to take 

caution when lighting a fire outside, like campfires, especially during 

these times.  One of the significant causes of wildfires is human 

activity.  People must be cautious when using fire outdoors and ensure 

that it is completely out before leaving the area.  Educating 

communities on fire safety through workshops, campaigns and other 

programs to encourage proper fire management reducing the risk of 

wildfires.  Another approach towards wildfire awareness is ensuring 

the environment is kept clean and free from litter.  Littered areas 

incross -- increase wildfire risk, while dry leaves, papers and plastics 

can catch fire quickly.  Communities and individuals must dispose of 

waste appropriately and encourage others to do the same.  In the case 

of wildfire sightings, it is essential to report these events immediately 

to the proper authorities.  This can help contain the fire early and 

prevent it from spreading.  Quicker reporting saves lives and property 

that would otherwise be at risk.  Creating a fire-resistant landscape is 

also essential to wildfire awareness.  This involves landscaping of 

property with materials that resist fire, such as non-flammable plants, 

trees and shrubs.  Fire-resistant landscaping also involve -- involves 

pruning of trees and eliminating dry and invasive plants on the 

property.  Preparedness is crucial during the wildfire season.  An 
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emergency kit should be readily available, such as a fire extinguisher, 

flashlights, water and other necessary items in case of an evacuation.  

Communities should also have wildfire response plans to plan -- in 

place to ensure that the property known would be in case of a wildfire 

outbreak.  The impact of wildfires on the environment is significant.  

They destroy wildlife habitants and lead to soil erosion which affects 

not only the ecosystem, but also our water supply.  Wildfires also 

contribute to air pollution, which obviously is a health hazard.  

However, it is not just the environment that suffers.  Wildfires also 

take a toll on communities since they can lead to displacement of 

people, loss of property and in some cases, death.  Therefore, it is 

essential to have this comprehensive approach to wildfire -- wildfire 

management.  One of the focuses on prevention, detection, response 

and recovery that would involve coordination between governmental 

agencies, firefighters, organizations and the public.  

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, wildfires are a significant 

concern that affects many communities in New York State and our 

country.  It is important to create awareness and educate communities 

about the risk of wildfire and ways to prevent them.  Preventive -- 

prevention involves understanding the causes of wildfires and creating 

a fire-resistant environment.  Preparedness is also important, such as 

emergency kits and wildfire response plans.  

Remember the words of Smokey the Bear:  Only You 

Can Prevent Forest Fires.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you.   
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On the resolution, all those in favor signify by saying 

aye, opposed, no.  The resolution is adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 452, Ms. 

Lupardo.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim June 2023 as Dairy Month in the State of 

New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Woerner on the 

resolution. 

MS. WOERNER:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I am 

filling in today for our colleague who is at a bill signing, she sends her 

regards and she sends me to speak to you on this resolution.  

Milk, cottage cheese, sour cream, yogurt, cheese and, 

of course, ice cream.  Right?  Who doesn't like dairy?  Well, some 

people don't like dairy, but let me just say to you that in New York we 

are a dairy state.  We are number five in the nation in dairy 

production, and there are 3,500 dairy farms in New York with -- with 

625,000 cows producing 15 billion pounds of milk a year, and yet in 

20 -- between 2019 and 2020 we lost 300 dairy farms.  Dairy farms 

which are -- have been standouts in land conservation and in good 

preservation of soil management are losing ground to developmental 

pressures across this State.

So this resolution, which memorializes National -- 

the Dairy Month State in the State of New York is -- is really meant to 

draw attention to the needs of our dairy industry, to how important it 
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is in our agricultural spectrum.  More than 50 percent of our ag 

income comes from dairy.  And to -- to invite you to Dairy Day on 

May 23rd down in The Well, where you'll be able to sample yogurt, 

sour cream, cottage cheese, chocolate milk and, of course, ice cream. 

So in -- in honor of our dairy farms today, I thank you 

for supporting this resolution about Dairy Month and I look forward to 

having an ice cream with you soon.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you, Ms. 

Woerner.

Mr. Tague on the resolution. 

MR. TAGUE:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I want to 

thank the sponsor of this resolution.  As a former dairy farmer myself, 

I appreciate this resolution for all our hardworking dairy farmers.  I 

would hope that in the future -- there was a little bill that came up not 

too long ago that would allow us to put whole milk, chocolate and 

regular milk back in our school systems and, unfortunately, it didn't 

get enough votes to pass.  But I would hope that in the future that it 

does.  

But again, I want to thank Chairwoman Lupardo and 

all the other sponsors of this bill.  We very, very much appreciate our 

dairy farmers here in New York State.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you, sir.

Mr. Angelina -- Angelino on the resolution. 

MR. ANGELINO:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I 

scream, you scream, we all scream for ice cream.
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(Laughter)

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 

adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 453, Mr. 

Brabenec.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim August 2023 as Swiss-American Heritage 

Month in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 

adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 454, Mr. 

McDonald.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim October 2023 as Rett Syndrome Awareness 

Month in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On the resolution, all 

those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is 

adopted.

Page 21, Calendar No. 152, the Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06480, Calendar No. 

152, Burdick, Santabarbara Fall, Colton, Simon, Epstein, Eachus, 

Rivera, Lunsford, Levenberg, J.A. Giglio, Bendett, Walsh, Dickens, 

De Los Santos.  An act to amend the Civil Service Law, in relation to 
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allowing an individual with disabilities or a disabled veteran to hold 

full-time or part-time positions for purposes of eligibility for 

recruitment for State employment.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect January 1st.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Mr. Burdick to explain his vote. 

MR. BURDICK:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for the 

opportunity to explain my vote.  And while the vote is being tallied, 

I'd take a minute just to thank the Speaker and for staff for working 

with me in developing this bill.  And I'm so pleased that this is going 

to expand employment opportunities for people with disabilities 

because this will clarify to agencies and departments that they do have 

the authority where these positions exist that they can be filled, if they 

so choose, on a part-time basis.  Too often we hear that there are 

people with disabilities who would like to work, but unfortunately, are 

not really in a position that they can work full-time.

So again, my thanks to the Speaker and to staff for 

making this possible.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Burdick in the 

affirmative.

Ms. Giglio. 

MS. GIGLIO:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  And I 
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would like to rise today to support this bill and to commend the 

sponsor on introducing this important piece of legislation.  This bill 

would allow thousands of Civil Service positions for people with 

unique abilities to be filled on a full-time or part-time basis, 

effectively generating new employment opportunities for people with 

unique abilities.  Creating more employment opportunities for people 

with unique abilities in our State must always be at the top of our 

priority list, and as such, that's why I encourage all of my colleagues 

to support this great piece of legislation. 

Thank you to my friend on the other side. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Giglio in the 

affirmative. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed.

Page 5, Calendar No. 192, the Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A01200, Calendar No. 

192, Epstein, Burdick, Gallagher, Seawright, Cruz, Hevesi, Gibbs, 

Cook, Otis, Santabarbara, DeStefano, Colton, McMahon, Reyes, 

Taylor, Shimsky, Simon, Raga, Kelles.  An act to establish the People 

with Disabilities Access to Programs Commission. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote. 
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(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

Ms. Giglio to explain her vote. 

MS. GIGLIO:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I rise today 

to support this terrific bill and to commend the sponsor on introducing 

this piece of legislation which seeks to provide a mechanism for 

fostering collaboration between experts and stakeholders in order to 

make recommendations on how to better facilitate access to programs 

and services for people with unique abilities in our State.  Learning 

about what is needed to streamline the process for people with unique 

abilities to access these vital programs and services will inevitably 

result in greater accessibility to services for people with unique 

abilities. 

I encourage all of my colleagues to support this great 

piece of legislation.  Thank you to the sponsor, and thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Giglio in the 

affirmative.

Mr. Epstein to explain his vote. 

MR. EPSTEIN:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I -- I rise 

to explain my vote.  And really today on Disability [sic] Awareness 

Day it's really important that we think about all the programs and 

services that might be available to people with disabilities, and ensure 

that we have real coordination between our State agencies.  Time and 

time again, we hear people with disabilities being shunted from one 

agency to another, really filling out applications after applications, 
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really having a confusing, overwhelming system, and the reality is it 

doesn't have to be that way.  If you're going to services for OPWDD 

maybe you can get services through all the city and State agencies.  

Our job here is to make sure that government does a better job 

coordinating, and hopefully this bill does just that.   

Thank you.  I encourage people to vote in favor of 

this bill.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Epstein in the 

affirmative. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

Page 9, Calendar No. 212, the Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05683, Calendar No. 

212, Zebrowski, Raga, Eachus, Santabarbara.  An act to amend the 

Executive Law, in relation to establishing the Commission of the 

Deaf, Deafblind and Hard of Hearing; to amend the Social Services 

Law, in relation to requiring the Commission of the Deaf, Deafblind 

and Hard of Hearing to transmit complaints in matters affecting the 

deaf, deafblind and hard of hearing communities to the Vulnerable 

Persons' Central Register; and to repeal Section 559 of the Executive 

Law relating to the New York State Interagency Coordinating Council 

for services to persons who are deaf, deafblind or hard of hearing.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 180th 
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day. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

Ms. Giglio to explain her vote. 

MS. GIGLIO:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I rise today 

to support this bill and to commend the sponsor on introducing this 

important piece of legislation.  Having a seat at the table matters.  This 

bill's proposed new commission would fill a gap that currently exists 

and ensure that members of the deaf, deafblind and hard of hearing 

community are heard.  The needs of this precious community must be 

amplified, and we must do everything in our power as legislators to 

eradicate any inequities in the provision of services to people with 

unique abilities, especially the deaf, deafblind and hard of hearing 

community. 

I encourage all of my colleagues to support this 

important piece of legislation.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you, Ms. 

Giglio.  Ms. Giglio in the affirmative. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

Page 10, Calendar No. 215, the Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06541, Calendar No. 

215, Kelles, Lupardo, Jacobson, Santabarbara, Meeks, Otis, Epstein.  
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An act to amend the Civil Rights Law, in relation to waiving the 

State's sovereign immunity to claims under the Americans with 

Disabilities act of 1990, the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, the 

Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967 and the Family and 

Medical Leave Act.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Ms. Kelles to explain her vote. 

MS. KELLES:  So, this piece of legislation has been 

in -- in the State Assembly since 2001, we have passed it every single 

year.  It looks like this is the year that we will get it through both 

Houses from what it seems so far, so very exciting.  And I did want to 

just make sure everybody realizes the scope of this bill.  This bill is to 

opt out -- so the State will be opting out of -- of our -- our ability to 

not be held responsible to the Americans with Disability [sic] Act and 

-- as well as the Fair Labor -- Labor Standards Act, Age 

Discrimination in Employment Act, and Family and Medical Leave 

Act.  So from this point forward we would be saying that we, like any 

other employer in the State, should be holding ourselves accountable 

to our treatment of people with disabilities.  As someone who spent 

my entire childhood with a physical disability that was invisible -- I'm 

legally -- legally blind, I spent my whole life that way -- it is difficult 
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enough to go through every single day with a disability, not wanting to 

share, not wanting to communicate it.  To go on top of that to be 

discriminated against and then have to stand up against your own 

employer, where you have the fear of retribution or retaliation is too 

much to ask of any population.  We should be supporting them.  We 

should be holding ourselves accountable.  And I look forward to 

seeing this pass the Senate and will get signed by the Governor so we 

can all stand together, hold ourselves accountable and treat our 

employees as every other employer in New York State is required to. 

Thank you so much.  I stand in the affirmative. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Kelles in the 

staff.

Mr. Ra to explain his vote. 

MR. RA:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Just quickly, I 

want to thank the sponsor.  We are well past 30 years since the 

adoption of the Americans with Disabilities Act, yet we still see things 

like train and subway stations that aren't accessible to the disabled, 

and -- and other facilities that -- that can't be accessed.  So that's not 

acceptable.  I think it's up to the State now to make sure that we make 

those proper accommodations so that everybody can access places of 

public accommodation, our -- our, you know, transportation systems 

and all of those things.

So I'll be casting my vote in the affirmative.  Thank 

you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Ra in the 
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affirmative. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

Page 10, Calendar No. 216, the Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06543, Calendar No. 

216, Seawright, McDonald, Alvarez, McMahon, Lunsford, Darling.  

An act to amend the Executive Law, in relation to renaming the 

Developmental Disabilities Planning Council and providing for the 

appointment of members.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Ms. Seawright to explain her vote. 

MS. SEAWRIGHT:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  As 

Chair of the People with Disabilities Committee, I rise to explain my 

vote to rename the Developmental Disabilities Planning Council to 

the State Council on Developmental Disabilities and to provide for the 

appointment of its members.  This important legislation complies with 

Federal requirements and updates language for the use of first -- 

person-first language.  Person-first language is critical, putting the 

person before the disability.  Representation on this Council will 

implement a limit of two consecutive three-year terms.  Additionally, 
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the legislation specifies State agencies who will serve, including the 

Commissioners of the Office of the Aging, State Education, OPWDD 

and Health, along with the heads of University Centers of Excellence 

and State's protection and advocacy system.  The Council will include 

representatives from local and non-governmental agencies and 

provider not-for-profit agencies, and 60 percent of Council members 

shall consist of persons with a developmental disability or their 

parents or guardians.  At least one-third of the members will be 

individuals with a developmental disability or a relative of an IDD 

individual.  Representation by these New Yorkers will ensure that 

people with disabilities are the focus in conversations surrounding 

efforts toward advocacy, innovation and inclusion.

I proudly cast my vote in the affirmative.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Seawright in the 

affirmative. 

Ms. Giglio. 

MS. GIGLIO:  What a great day it is for people with 

unique abilities here in the State of New York.  I want to thank the 

Chair of the Committee for People with Develop -- with Disabilities 

and also my colleagues in the Committee.  I'm pleased to support this 

important piece of legislation, as language matters and respect 

matters.  Person-first language puts the person before their unique 

abilities and describes a person's unique abilities, not who a person is.  

In addition to the importance of using person-first language, this bill 

would ensure that the Council's name conforms to Federal 
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requirements.  It is incumbent upon us to use person-first language, as 

it puts the person before their unique ability. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Giglio in the 

affirmative. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

Page 5, Calendar No. 187 on consent, the Clerk will 

read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00043-B, Calendar 

No. 187, L. Rosenthal, Lee, Seawright.  An act to amend the General 

Business Law, in relation to labeling of ingredients or diapers.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00045, Calendar No. 

188, Weprin, Burdick, Simon, Aubry, Seawright.  An act to amend the 

Executive Law, in relation to prohibiting the Division of Criminal 

Justice Services from disclosing pending orders of Adjournment in 

Contemplation of Dismissal of civil records of arrests and 

prosecutions.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00118, Calendar No. 

189, Paulin, L. Rosenthal, Colton, Seawright.  An act to amend the 

Civil Practice Law and Rules, in relation to limited liability or persons 

jointly liable.  
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ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00133, Calendar No. 

190, Carroll, Colton, Seawright, Simon, Dinowitz, Lupardo, Williams, 

Dickens, Epstein, Sayegh, Jones, Ra, Taylor, Davila, McMahon, 

Reyes, Jean-Pierre, Fall, Anderson, Jackson, Otis, Walsh,                  

L. Rosenthal, Shimsky, González-Rojas, McDonald, Gallagher, 

Thiele, Cunningham, Woerner.  An act in relation to establishing a 

dyslexia and dysgraphia task force; and providing for the repeal of 

such provisions upon expiration thereof.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On a motion by Mr. 

Carroll, the Senate bill is before the House.  The Senate bill is 

advanced. 

Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect January 1st, 

2024.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

Mr. Carroll to explain his vote. 

MR. CARROLL:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I rise 

today to explain my vote for us to establish a task force on dyslexia 

and dysgraphia, and more generally, talk about the literacy crisis that 

is facing our State and nation.  Over one-half of fourth graders in our 

State read at below a proficient level, and over 38 percent of them can 

barely read at all.  We desperately need to reach out to families, 
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children, teachers and talk about the science of reading.  Talk about 

the pedagogy that works, talk about the five pillars of literacy that 

need to be instilled in our young people so that they can become fluent 

and fluent readers.  And of course the children who are most in need 

of this are children who are classically struggling with issues around 

dyslexia and dysgraphia.  I was one of those children.  I was so lucky 

to be able to be early identified in the first grade, and then be able to 

receive the evidence-based supports that I so desperately needed.  It is 

a real tragedy that there are hundreds of thousands of children in our 

State being left behind and not be -- not being given a proper 

education when we know what to do.  This task force will make sure 

that we start the long journey of reforming our literacy curriculum in 

the State of New York. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I vote in the 

affirmative. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Carroll in the 

affirmative.  Thank you, sir.

Mr. Blumencranz. 

MR. BLUMENCRANZ:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I 

rise today to thank the sponsor so much for introducing this piece of 

legislation.  I, too, was a student who had to experience both dyslexia 

and dysgraphia.  Luckily, I went to a fantastic public school, Jericho.  

The Jericho school system has always been at the cutting edge of 

using new evidence-based technology, and I felt so blessed to be able 

to both overcome the issues I had with my learning difference and 
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embrace what made my learning experience unique.  And I hope that 

students all across the State of New York, due to the results of this 

task force, will have that same opportunity to overcome those 

differences and embrace their neurodivergences and do whatever it is 

that makes them happy with their lives without feeling the hindrance 

of the differences they may face. 

On the bill I'll be in the affirmative.  Thank you.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Blumencranz in 

the affirmative. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00848, Calendar No. 

191, McDonald, Zinerman, Hunter, Stirpe, Bendett, K. Brown, 

McDonough, Novakhov, Jackson, Buttenschon, Kelles.  An act to 

amend the Public Health Law and the Insurance Law, in relation to 

requiring providers to share electronic health records with plans. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A01250, Calendar No. 

193, Peoples-Stokes.  An act to amend the Local Finance Law, in 

relation to the sale of municipal obligations by the County of Erie. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  On a motion by Mrs. 

Peoples-Stokes, the Senate bill is before the House.  The Senate bill is 

advanced.  Home Rule message is at the desk.

Read the last section.
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THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately.   

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

Mr. Goodell to explain his vote. 

MR. GOODELL:  Thank you, sir.  I will be voting 

against this bill, as I have in the past.  I note that last year we had 38 

no votes, and the reason we were voting against it is because almost 

all of our municipalities across New York State when they go to 

borrow money, they do it in an open, transparent manner.  And they 

put out what they're seeking, they solicit bids, they select the bid that 

has the lowest interest rate and the best terms and conditions.  We've 

strayed from that policy which is all designed to provide open, 

transparent transactions to ensure everyone can fairly bid and 

everyone has a chance, to allowing certain municipalities to do it 

privately.  Closed doors, private negotiations, not open for everyone, 

which is a recipe for an opportunity for corruption.  And it prevents a 

municipality from getting the best competitive price when they go out 

to the bond market.  Now, we did it first in 1972 when New York City 

was on the verge of bankruptcy, and they couldn't get anyone to bid, 

and we've continued it for 50 years since.  And we did it for the 

County of Erie when they were in such financial straits they had a 

financial control board appointed.  But neither the County of Erie nor 

New York City, for that matter, have a financial control board in 

place.  There is no longer any rational justification for allowing the 
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private sale of bonds, which is done without the openness and 

transparency that all public transactions should involve.  It involves 

millions and millions of dollars without the opportunity for fair and 

open competitive bidding, and for that reason I'm opposed to it and I'd 

recommend against it to my colleagues. 

Thank you, sir. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Are there any other 

votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed.

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A01371-A, Calendar 

No. 194, L. Rosenthal, Jackson, Bichotte Hermelyn, Sayegh, Simon.  

An act to amend the State -- State Technology Law, in relation to 

requiring State websites to use gender-neutral terminology.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the votes. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A01476, Calendar No. 

195, Weprin, Simon.  An act to amend the Banking Law, in relation to 
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requiring licensed cashers of checks to file suspicious activity reports.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly -- Assembly No. A01707, 

Calendar No. 196, D. Rosenthal, Dickens, Colton, Williams, 

Seawright, Cook, Simon, Jacobson, Hunter, Dinowitz, Zinerman, 

Weprin, Meeks, Shimsky, L. Rosenthal.  An act to amend the 

Insurance Law, in relation to requiring certain manufacturers of 

prescription drugs to notify the Superintendent of any proposed 

increase of the wholesale acquisition cost of such prescription drugs.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On a motion by Mr. 

Rosenthal, the Senate bill is before the House.  The Senate bill is 

advanced, the bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A01838-A, Calendar 

197, Kim, Eachus, Simon, Bendett, DeStefano, Seawright.  An act to 

amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law, in relation to the displaying of 

charter bus driver qualifications while they are on duty and the review 

of charter bus driver files.  
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ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect April 1st. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A01931, Calendar No. 

198, Bichotte Hermelyn, Hyndman, Seawright, Jean-Pierre, Rozic, 

Walker, McDonald, Williams, Gibbs.  An act to amend the Executive 

Law, in relation to requirements of the annual report from the 

Division of Minority and Women's Business Development.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On a motion by Ms. 

Bichotte Hermelyn, the Senate bill is before the House.  The Senate 

bill is advanced. 

Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)  

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 
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THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A02078, Calendar No. 

199, Stern, Otis, Santabarbara, Pheffer Amato, Weprin.  An act to 

amend the Insurance Law, in relation to standards for prompt 

investigation and settlement of claims arising from states of 

emergency.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The bill is laid 

aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A02147, Calendar No. 

200, Dinowitz.  An act to amend the Public Health Law, in relation to 

the provision of end-stage renal disease services. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A02364, Calendar No. 

201, Stirpe, Otis, Darling, De Los Santos.  An act to amend the State 

Administrative Procedure Act and the Economic Development Law, 

in relation to requiring the Division for Small Business to public a 

small business compliance guide.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 
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record the vote -- oh, read the last section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately.

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)  

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A03075-A, Calendar 

No. 202, Magnarelli.  An act to amend the Tax Law, in relation to 

extending the authorization of the County of Onondaga to impose an 

additional rate of sales and compensating use taxes.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Home Rule 

message is at the desk.  

Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)  

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

Ms. Walsh. 

MS. WALSH:  Thank you very much, Madam 

Speaker, for allowing me to interrupt these proceedings for an 
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introduction.  My guest standing to my left served in the Assembly for 

17 years, from 2003 to 2020, before becoming the Town Clerk of 

Huntington, following his mother who served as the Town Clerk for 

40 years, the longest-serving town clerk in New York State history.  

So he waited a long time.  

(Laughter)

He is a friend to many here.  He is the King of 

Karaoke, and especially Neil Diamond's "Sweet Caroline"; the former 

Ranker on the Health Committee and former resident of the back row.  

Please welcome my dear friend, Town Clerk Andrew 

Raia and extend to him the full privileges of the House and 

cordialities of the House.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On behalf -- on 

behalf of Member Walsh, the Speaker and all the members, we 

welcome Mr. Raia back to the Chamber and extend to you all the 

privileges of the floor and hope you enjoy the proceedings.  Thank 

you again for joining us.   

(Applause)

Ms. Solages. 

MS. SOLAGES:  Thank you, Mr. -- Mrs. Speaker -- 

Madam Speaker.  I'd also like to introduce a former colleague, the 

Honorable Sandy Galef, who served in this wonderful House for 30 

years.  And we do miss her on her retirement, but if you could extend 

the cordialities of the House to her we would greatly appreciate it. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.  We see 
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Sandy over there.  On behalf of Member Solages, the Speaker and all 

of the members, we welcome you, Sandy Galef, back to the Chamber 

and extend to you the privileges of the floor and hope you enjoy the 

proceedings.  Thank you so much for joining us. 

(Applause)

Page 7, Calendar No. 203, the Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A03152, Calendar No. 

203, Angelino.  An act to amend the Tax Law, in relation to extending 

the additional 1 percent sales and use tax for Chenango County.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Home Rule 

message is at the desk. 

The Clerk will -- oh, read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Are there any other 

votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A03645-A, Calendar 

No. 204, Manktelow, Miller.  An act to amend the Tax Law, in 

relation to extending the additional 1 percent sales tax for Wayne 

County.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section.  
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Home Rule message is at the desk.

Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A04212, Calendar No. 

205, McDonough.  An act to amend the Highway Law, in relation to 

designating a portion of the State highway system as the "Trooper 

James R. Gohery Memorial Bridge."  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A04793, Calendar No. 

206, McGowan.  An act to amend the Highway Law, in relation to 

designating a portion of the State highway system as the "Doc Schelin 

Memorial Highway."  
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ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Mr. McGowan to explain his vote. 

MR. MCGOWAN:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  I rise 

to ask my colleagues' support for this bill to designate a portion of 

Route 303 in the town of Orangetown in memory of Doc Schelin.  Dr.  

Robert C. "Doc" Schelin was a longtime member of Rockland County 

-- a longtime resident of Rockland County and really a pillar of our 

community.  His storied career includes leadership in education, local 

government, public safety, and serving as Tappan's own Santa Claus.  

He was known by pretty much everyone as "Doc."  A 50-year life 

member of the Volunteer Fire Association of Tappan, including 

serving as its president and secretary of commissioners for the Tappan 

Fire District.  In addition, he educated future generations at St. 

Thomas Aquinas College, my alma mater, where he served as a 

representative for both the men's and women's basketball teams, Dean 

of Student Affairs, and on the Rockland Community College Board of 

Trustees.  I credit Doc Schelin with a lot of my education in college.  

He was my faculty advisor for all four years.  He was an excellent 

history professor, my major undergrad, and he taught a course in the 

American Presidency which was absolutely wonderful to be a part of 

his class.  I took every class that I could that was offered by Doc 
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Schelin.  And it really is an honor and a privilege to be here as a 

member of the State Assembly, seeking to have a portion of a local 

roadway in Orangetown dedicated in his memory.  Anyone that knew 

him remembers him fondly, as do I, and I would ask my colleagues to 

support this bill today. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. McGowan in the 

affirmative.  Thank you, sir. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

And Mr. McGowan, Doc would be proud of you 

because that's the first bill that you've passed, and with his name on it.  

Congratulations. 

(Applause)

The Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A04899, Calendar No. 

207, Dinowitz, Burdick, Shimsky, González-Rojas, Epstein, Kelles, 

Darling, Aubry, Colton, Hyndman, Glick, Jacobson, Solages, Bores, 

Simon, Simone, L. Rosenthal, Seawright.  An act to amend the 

Criminal Procedure Law, in relation to authorizing the Chief 

Administrator of the Courts to require and provide at least three hours 

of annual training regarding bail, recognizance and commitment 

procedures and standards.  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Read the last section. 
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THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect January 1st.

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Clerk will record 

the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Ms. Walsh to explain her vote. 

MS. WALSH:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  So, this bill 

would require that -- at least three hours of annual training regarding 

bail, recognizance and commitment procedures and standards for all 

judges exercising preliminary jurisdiction over any offense, and I'll be 

voting in favor of it.  But I would just say that sometimes the problem 

is not that the judges need to be trained better, sometimes the problem 

is the bills that we draft.  And very often the bills that are drafted and 

are passed by both Houses and signed into law by the Governor lack 

clarity and specificity, and that's the source of the confusion that we've 

got.

So, I'll support greater training for judges.  Judges 

already go through a lot of training and a lot of continuing training.  

But I'll support this bill, but I think it's -- it's wise that we keep that in 

mind as well.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Walsh in the 

affirmative. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

Ms. Solages.
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MS. SOLAGES:  Can you please recognize Mr. 

Jacobson for an announcement?  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Mr. Jacobson. 

MR. JACOBSON:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  The 

Majority Conference is so lucky today, because we're having another 

Conference meeting immediately following this Session in Hearing 

Room B. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Majority Conference, 

Hearing Room B immediately following Session.

Ms. Solages. 

MS. SOLAGES:  Mr. Speaker, do you have any 

further housekeeping or resolutions?  

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  We have 

housekeeping and resolutions, Ms. Solages.

On a motion by Ms. Rosenthal, page 18, Calendar 

No. 117, Bill No. A.5693, amendments are received and adopted.   

On a motion by Ms. Rosenthal, page 25, Calendar 

No. 182, Bill No. A.6276, amendments are received and adopted.

And we have a resolution by Ms. Simon, Resolution 

455, the Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 455, Ms. 

Simon.

Legislative Resolution mourning the death of Judith 

Heumann, tireless leader and advocate for the Disability Rights 

Movement. 
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ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Ms. Simon on the 

resolution. 

MS. SIMON:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  Today we've 

been talking about our Disabilities Legislation Day [sic], and no 

Disabilities Legislative Day [sic] would have been possible without 

the force of nature that was Judy Heumann.  Forty-three years ago 

when we started this, she was already a national leader and an iconic 

leader in the Disability Rights Movement.  When honoring her life it's 

hard to know where to begin; from contracting polio at 18 months to 

being denied entry to her local public school, to suing for the right for 

a teacher's license when she was accused of being a fire hazard.  She 

really brought the first disability rights case in America.  She would 

just not take no for an answer.  But as committed as she was to 

disability rights, Judy was also deeply committed to Judaism.  She was 

born to parents who had fled Nazi Germany as children, all of her 

grandparents and other family members were lost.  And she also said 

that she believed it was her parents' experience that led them to reject 

doctors' recommendation that they institutionalize her because she lost 

the use of her legs.  As she later wrote in her memoir, Being 

Heumann, they came from a country where families were separated.  

Some children were taken away, other were sent away by the 

authorities and never returned.  It was all part of a campaign of 

systematic dehumanization and murder.  Their daughter, disabled or 

not, wasn't going anywhere.  And Judy never went anywhere other 

than where she wanted to go.  This is probably her source of her 
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steadfast opposition to separate but equal policies.  As a disability 

rights advocate long before I became an attorney, I knew Judy from 

her national advocacy work.  Just as the Civil Rights Movement had 

its iconic moments leading to legislation such as the 1963 March on 

Washington for the Civil Rights Act and the march from Selma to 

Alabama for Voting Rights Act, both led by the Reverend Dr. Martin 

King, Judy Heumann was the iconic leader of the Disability Rights 

Movement and its iconic moment, the 28-day sit-in at the HEW 

Building in San Francisco in 1977 which culminated in the approval 

of regulations implementing Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 

1973, fully implementing them five years after the legislation was 

passed.  Even though I didn't know her well, I met Judy numerous 

times over my career of disability advocism [sic].  Her intersectional 

to her core, Judy believed in including everyone and learning from 

everyone.  She valued diversity by building alliances with all types of 

Civil Rights movements, because the story of changing the world is 

always the story of many.  And it was no surprise one of the key 

organizers of the sit-in was Brad Lomax, who was the founder of the 

Black Panther Party in D.C. who had multiple sclerosis.  

Judy once said when asked to serve on a board of an 

organization advocating for people with communication disabilities 

that she believed communication was essential to every individual 

throughout the world.  And she remembered when she had first 

entered a segregated classroom how the teachers really didn't pay 

attention to those kids who were perceived as not being smart enough 
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because they had difficulty articling what they wanted to say.  And so 

she really committed then and there, which was nine years old, to 

make sure that all voices mattered.  

You may have seen Judy's leadership in the movie 

Crip Camp, which was nominated for an Academy Award, or you 

may have read her book, Being Heumann, an unrepentant memoir of a 

disability rights advocate.  She would go on to serve two presidential 

administrations, as well as founded the World Institute on Disability 

and the work at the World Bank and the -- and the Ford Foundation.  

I recently asked a number of my colleagues for some 

remembrances.  One of them said she worked constantly to secure the 

rights and abilities of all people to express ourselves, be heard and 

seize control of our own lives and activities.  One person said, Don't 

forget to remember that besides being a friend to all, her infectious 

smile and her commitment to her faith.  Another said that she was so 

impressive in her personal kindness that when he invited her to speak 

to one of his disability law courses, there were foreign students there 

getting an LLM.  And it was November and she invited them to 

Thanksgiving at her home.  That was the way she -- she operated.  

And so we can best honor her to keep the fires of advocacy and 

personal kindness burning.  Another friend of mine said he had known 

about her for years and he had only met her in March of 2022 when he 

asked her to serve as an expert witness in a major disability rights case 

in Chicago.  And she, who was an expert in so much, had never served 

as an expert witness.  But -- and this was unfamiliar terrain for her.  
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She didn't flinch.  She wrote a kick-ass expert report and was 

delivered in January of 2023 and she was really looking forward to 

defending that in a deposition, but she never got the chance.  So the 

point is, she shrank from no battle for justice, and when the ground -- 

even when the ground was unfamiliar to her and that her brave -- her 

bravery is really a legacy to us all.

So, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  Thank you.   

On the resolution, all those in favor signify by saying 

aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is adopted.

Ms. Solages, we have a few other fine resolutions.  

We will take them up with one vote.

On the resolutions, all those in favor signify by saying 

aye; opposed, no.  The resolutions are adopted.

(Whereupon, Assembly Resolution Nos. 456-468 

were unanimously adopted.)

Ms. Solages. 

MS. SOLAGES:  I now move that the Assembly 

stand adjourned and that we reconvene 2:00 p.m., May 16th, 

tomorrow being a Session day. 

ACTING SPEAKER AUBRY:  The Assembly stands 

adjourned.  

(Whereupon, the House stood adjourned until May 

16th at 2:00 p.m., that being a Session day.)


