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MONDAY, JANUARY 27, 2025    3:15 P.M.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The House will 

come to order.  Good afternoon, colleagues.  

In the absence of clergy, let us pause for a moment of 

silence. 

(Whereupon, a moment of silence was observed.) 

Visitors are invited to join the members in the Pledge 

of Allegiance.

(Whereupon, Acting Speaker Hunter led visitors and 

members in the Pledge of Allegiance.) 

A quorum being present, the Clerk will read the 

Journal of Friday, January 24th.

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Madam Speaker, I move 
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to dispense with the further reading of the Journal of January -- 

Friday, January the 24th and that the same stand approved. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Without objection, 

so ordered. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you.  Madam 

Speaker, colleagues and guests that are in the Chambers, I would like 

to share a quote with you all today from James Baldwin.  James was 

an African-American writer and a civil rights activist who got a lot of 

acclaim around his writing of essays and novels and plays, as well as 

poems.  In 1953 he wrote a novel, Go Tell It to [sic] the Mountain, 

that has been ranked by Time Magazine as one of the top English 

language novels.  His words for us today:  "Not everything that is 

faced can be changed, but nothing can be changed until it is faced."  

Again, these words are from the late James Baldwin.

Madam Speaker, members have on their desks a main 

Calendar.  We're gonna begin our floor work today by taking up 

Calendar resolutions on page 3, and then we're going to consent the 

new bills that were added to the Calendar last week.  They're on 

Calendar No. 1.  We will then continue consent where we left off last 

week, beginning with Rules Report No. 30 on page 6.  Majority 

colleagues should be aware that there will be a need for a conference 

immediately following our floor work.  And as always, Madam 

Speaker, we will check with our colleagues on the other side of the 

aisle to determine what their conference needs may be.  There may be 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                                    JANUARY 27, 2025

3

a need for additional floor activity to be announced.  Should that be 

the case, Madam Speaker, I will be pleased to do so at that moment. 

Now, that's the general outline of where we're going 

today.  Let us begin with housekeeping and/or introductions. 

(Pause)

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you, Mrs. 

Peoples-Stokes.  We have no housekeeping, but you have an 

introduction, please. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Madam 

Speaker.  On behalf of our colleague Carrie Woerner, she has guests 

in the Chambers that I would be very pleased if you would welcome 

them to our Chambers.  They are all from the American Red Cross, 

which is a vital institution that does -- delivers a lot of service 

throughout all of our constituencies.  Today we have with us 

Christopher Desany.  He is a regional volunteer for Biomedical 

Services Committee Chair -- and the Biomedical Services Committee 

Chair; Dan Berryann, he -- he's also with the -- a volunteer with the 

Biomedical Services Committee.  Christina Strube, blood drive 

volunteer; Jessica Peck, blood drive volunteer; Lisa Cooper, a 

volunteer board chair of the Metro New York Chapter; and Laurene 

Walsh, volunteer board member for the Metro New York Chapter as 

well. 

Madam Speaker, would you please welcome these 

distinguished guests to our Chambers?  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On behalf of Ms. 
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Woerner, the Speaker and all the members, we welcome the American 

Red Cross to the Chamber.  Thank you so very much for all of the 

lifesaving work that you do.  We extend the privileges of the floor and 

hope you enjoy our proceedings today.  Thank you for joining us. 

(Applause)

Resolutions on page 3, the Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 13, Mr. Ra.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim January 9, 2025 as Law Enforcement 

Appreciation Day in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Mr. Reilly on the 

resolution. 

MR. REILLY:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  Thank 

you to my colleagues for recognizing Law Enforcement Appreciation 

Day.  As a former member of the New York City Police Department, I 

could tell you that when we acknowledge those who wear the uniform 

and patrol our streets and keep us safe, it is really empowering to them 

and it keeps them going.  But what we don't hear about is the things 

that they miss:  Their family functions, their first birthdays, their 

child's communion.  Those holidays, those Thanksgivings, those 

Christmases.  So when we acknowledge that we appreciate what they 

do for us day in and day out, we are not only saying it to them, we are 

thanking their families for everything they miss and all the sacrifice 

that their families put forward for us. 

So thank you to all my colleagues, and I vote in the 
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affirmative. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you, Mr. 

Reilly. 

Mr. Gandolfo on the resolution. 

MR. GANDOLFO:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

I'm happy to rise in support of this resolution once again this year.  

And it comes on a special day today as just a few hours ago, Suffolk 

County Police Officer Brendon Gallagher was released from the 

hospital where he had been since January 6th after being involved in a 

very horrific crash in pursuit of a suspect.  The suspect, allegedly 

driving under the influence of drugs, lost control of his vehicle, 

running Police Officer Gallagher off the road where he hit a tree.  The 

wreck was so bad that it took first responders 30 minutes to get him 

out of the wreckage.  It left him in critical condition, fighting for his 

life.  But today, thankfully, he has been released from the hospital, 

he'll continue his recovery at home.  And we're just so happy and we 

want to let him know that we appreciate him, every Suffolk County 

police officer and every police officer across the State. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you, Mr. 

Gandolfo.

Mr. O'Pharrow on the resolution. 

MR. O'PHARROW:  Yes.  Good afternoon, Madam 

Speaker.  Colleagues, it's an honor to actually talk on this matter, 

being a police officer, a detective myself, 25 years of service.  And 
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thank you, Mike, for your service as well.  We worked together, 

believe it or not, many, many years ago.  But it's important that we 

talk about how we can actually reward and thank our law enforcement 

officers not just in New York State, but all across the country.  There 

-- it's a thankless job, they do so much for our citizens in New York 

State, and I just want to commend them and those that put their lives 

on the line each and every day.  This is a job in which we signed up 

for -- well, I did sign up for many years ago, but no longer.  Now I'm 

serving the people in a different capacity.  But we want to make sure 

that we do this every year on January 9th and we commend them for 

all they do for us. 

Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you, Mr. 

O'Pharrow.

Mr. Durso on the resolution. 

MR. DURSO:  Thank you, Madam Speaker, and 

thank you to Assembly Ra for bringing this resolution forward.  Law 

Enforcement Appreciation Day, obviously is very important to thank 

those in law enforcement that do what they can to protect all of us.  

But saying thank you sometimes is not enough.  Every single day they 

go put their lives on the line to protect every single one of us and our 

families.  And as my colleagues had mentioned specific instances 

where officers have put their lives on the line and, unfortunately, some 

of their lives have been taken.  But one aspect of this I wanted to bring 

to light was not only the physical health of our officers and those in 
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law enforcement, but their mental health.  Unfortunately more and 

more, and now a number of times this year already, we have had 

where law enforcement officers have taken their own life.  And 

unfortunately yesterday in Nassau County alone, we had another one 

of our Nassau County police officers that took their own life.  

Watching out for our law enforcement and all our first responders' 

mental health is something that we should all be committed to not 

only as the Legislature, but as a people here in New York State.  It's to 

continue to do what we can to protect those that protect us. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.   

Ms. Griffin on the resolution. 

MS. GRIFFIN:  Thank you.  I appreciate the 

opportunity to speak about this important day.  And I send my deepest 

condolences to the family of the police officer who took his life and to 

so many others that struggle with mental health.  It is such a serious 

issue and I thank Assembly Durso for bringing it up.  Today is a day 

that we can come together and say our heartfelt thanks to each and 

every law enforcement officer across our State and in our county.  I 

can especially thank Nassau County Police Department for making us 

the safest county in the country. 

Thank you for letting me speak on this important 

measure. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.

Mr. Ramos on the resolution. 
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MR. RAMOS:  Madam Speaker, I -- I commend the 

sponsor of this resolution.  I, too, was a law enforcement officer.  I 

was a Suffolk County police officer for 20 years, and that was 20 

years of watching my -- my colleagues act in heroic ways.  Twenty 

years of having them put their life on the line and other people's 

families before their own in that instance.  And this is really befitting 

that -- that we do this.  I worked for ten years of my 20 years in 

Narcotics, and my partner Dennis Wustenhoff was killed in the '90s 

when a bomb was put in his car in front of his house and he was 

blown up while his family was home.  

In his honor, and I thank all the police officers like 

Dennis Wustenhoff, and I commend the Assembly today for passing 

this wonderful resolution. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you, Mr. 

Ramos. 

Mr. Tannousis on the resolution. 

MR. TANNOUSIS:  Thank you very much for 

allowing me to speak on this resolution.  Today not only are we 

showing our appreciation for our law enforcement -- of course if you 

see a police officer please thank them for their service -- we're 

obviously recognizing also those people that gave their lives to protect 

us.  Whether it's that Detective Rivera, Detective Mora, Detective 

Simonsen, all the people that put their lives on the line, lost their lives, 

left family members behind, children, wives, parents, all to protect us.  

We should never forget that, and we should do everything we can to 
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support them each and every day. 

Thank you all, God bless them and their families.  

Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.

Mr. Chang on the resolution. 

MR. CHANG:  Thank you, Madam Speaker, and 

thank you my colleagues for offering this introduction.  And even 

though I've never worn a uniform for -- for as law enforcement, I wore 

a uniform in the military, but still they're my colleagues and I 

appreciate their -- their -- their sacrifices and their service to protect 

our citizens.  And also we have to try to make this as a career move 

because it's recruitment is down pretty much across the board at 

NYPD.  We need recruitments for them because we have to fill in the 

ranks for retiring police officers, and I hope this is one way that we 

can help them as well. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.  

Mr. Slater on the resolution. 

MR. SLATER:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  I just 

wanted to rise quickly to lend my voice in support for this fantastic 

resolution and thank the sponsor for bringing it forward.  In my 

district we have two communities who were named two of the safest 

small towns in America for the second year in a row; the Town of 

Yorktown and Town of Carmel.  And so we know firsthand the 

importance of having strong law enforcement in our communities and 
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the sacrifices they -- that they make every single day.  Also, for our 

Putnam County Sheriff's Department, it was recently accredited by 

DCJS, again, just a tribute to the investments that our communities 

make to support law enforcement in the Hudson Valley.  And so I do 

want to spend a second just to thank them all for their sacrifices, I 

want to thank their families for their commitment, and I want to again 

all my colleagues for recognizing the important work they do for us 

every single day.

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.

Mr. Fitzpatrick on the resolution. 

MR. FITZPATRICK:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

I, too, want to rise and offer my thoughts on this resolution, and thank 

you -- I thank my colleagues for doing so as well.  The men and 

women of the police force in every county in this State protect and 

serve.  So in my view, they do God's work to protect us from the 

forces of evil, for -- from those who wish to do us harm, and they do 

God's work and we should thank God for them and wish them nothing 

but the very best.  And I want to offer my best wishes to Officer 

Gallagher.  It's a great day to see him not only survive that horrific 

crash, but be able to leave under his own strength from the hospital.  

And also to the family of the officer in Nassau County.  Too many 

officers have taken their lives, and for that we are very sad and they --  

I hope they get the help that they need and we should do everything 

we can to offer them that help. 
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Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes on the resolution. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Madam 

Speaker.  I want to commend colleague Ra and the other members 

who spoke on, I think, a very important piece of legislation.  It makes 

me think about when my daughter left to go to college, she went to 

Tallahassee, and her and her roommate were living in an apartment 

unit.  They picked me up from the airport, and the first thing I saw 

when I got there was a police car.  I'm like, Okay, well, there's a 

police car.  I guess some neighbors are having some trouble and I 

hope everything will be okay.  Well, the police car was gone when we 

left to go out to dinner, but when we got back from dinner there was a 

police car there again.  I was like, What kind of place is this you guys 

are living in when there's always a police car?  They was like, Oh, 

that's Mr. Bob, he lives next door.  Now, that was very comforting, 

very comforting.  And I think it's a comfort to all Americans that have 

-- know that we have such fine people like police officers who will 

swear to give their life to protect us.  

And so I am honored to support this resolution.  I'm 

certainly honored to support the well-being of the family of Mr. 

Gallagher [sic], Officer Gallagher [sic] that was just recently lost in 

some of your communities.  But I also want to honor the families of 

the four officers -- five officers, actually, that lost their lives either 

right after or not long after the January 6th insurrection on our 
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Capitol.  I want to honor their families because I know they must still 

be going through in the loss of losing their loved ones, particularly 

when you find out that the perpetrators actually end up being 

pardoned for whatever they've done to you and anyone else at the 

Capitol.

So I do honor law enforcement, and I thank Mr. Ra 

for putting forth this resolution to appreciate them this day and every 

day. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you, Mrs. 

Peoples-Stokes.   

On the resolution, all those in favor signify by saying 

aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 44, Ms. 

Tapia.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim January 26, 2025 as the 212th anniversary 

of Juan Pablo Duarte Day in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Ms. Tapia on the 

resolution. 

MS. TAPIA:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  Today 

we honor the life and legacy of a true visionary, patriot and national 

Dominican hero, Juan Pablo Duarte, the Founding Father of the 

Dominican Republic.  I am proud to sponsor this resolution to 

celebrate Juan Pablo Duarte Day, a day to reflect on the sacrifices and 

contributions of a leader who inspired freedom and democracy.   



NYS ASSEMBLY                                                    JANUARY 27, 2025

13

Duarte was a revolutionary visionary.  Born on January 26, 1813, 

Duarte's life was defined by his unyielding commitment to justice, 

independence and the empowerment of his people.  As a young man, 

Duarte absorbed the ideals of liberty, equality and self-determination 

during his time in Europe, shaping his vision for an independent 

Dominican Republic.  Duarte returned home with a bold vision -- 

mission:  To unite its people and establish a nation free from 

oppression, rooted in democracy -- in democratic principles and 

equality for all.   

Through his leadership, Duarte founded La Trinitaria, 

a movement that sparked a revolution and ultimately led to the 

Dominican Republic's independence on February 27, 1844.  His 

unwavering belief in the power of unity, education and civic 

responsibility continues to inspire freedom fighters around the world 

today.  Here in the -- in New York State we are home to the largest 

Dominican community outside of the Dominican Republic, a 

testament of the strength and vibrancy of the Dominican diaspora.  

Dominicans in New York play an integral -- an integral role in 

shaping -- in shaping our State, embodying the values of resilience 

and determination that Duarte championed.   

Juan Pablo Duarte Day is not just about celebrating 

his legacy.  It's a moment to remember the rich history and enduring 

contributions of the -- of the Dominican people.  Let us remember that 

the fight for independence and democracy is a universal story, and 

Juan Pablo Duarte's life is a shining example of how courage and 
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conviction can change the course of history.   

Today, as I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 

the memory of Juan Pablo Duarte and recognizing the Dominican 

community's vibrant presence in New York State, allow me to say one 

of his quotes in Spanish.  (Speaking Spanish.)  

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.

Mr. Alvarez on the resolution. 

MR. ALVAREZ:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  I rise 

today to honor the life, legacy and ideology of Juan Pablo Duarte, the 

Founding Father of the Dominican Republic, my own country.  Every 

January 26th is a national holiday in the Dominican Republic in honor 

of our hero Juan Pablo Duarte.  Duarte was an essential piece of the 

Dominican Republic independence, and he always fought for a liberal 

democracy after founding the nation.  

As an africaryan, I thank all my fellow Dominicans 

across the world who understand the sacrifice of Juan Pablo Duarte 

and celebrate his legacy, and to Ms. Tapia for bringing this resolution 

forward.  (Speaking Spanish.)  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.

Mr. De Los Santos on the resolution. 

MR. DE LOS SANTOS:  Thank you, Madam 

Speaker, for the opportunity to speak on this important resolution.  

Today we marks [sic] the 212th anniversary of the birth of Juan Pablo 

Duarte, the Founding Father of the Dominican Republic, the country 
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where I was born.  A visionary leader who championed our country, 

independence.  As Dominican Americans celebrate his birth, we also 

should be imitating his values, his principle, his hard work, his 

struggle, but also his dedication to our country.  As he once said, Let 

us work forth and for the country which is to work for our children 

and for ourself.  (Speaking Spanish.)

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.   

Ms. Levenberg on the resolution. 

MS. LEVENBERG:  Thank you, Madam Speaker, 

and I would like to thank the sponsor.  And I just want to tie two 

things together, because as we recognize Juan Pablo Duarte Day we 

are also today, in a following resolution, recognizing International 

Holocaust Remembrance Day.  And I just wanted to remind 

everybody that the Dominican Republic was one of the first nations to 

accept Jewish refugees.  In the 1930s they agreed to accept up to 

100,000 Jewish refugees.  Led by dictator General Rafael Leónidas 

Trujillo Molina, the Dominican Republic admitted 645 Jews from 

1938 to 1945 and issued approximately 5,000 visas.  And they set up 

an agricultural community, Sosua, which I believe still is in existence 

today.

So I just wanted to give a shout out to the sponsor for 

this bill and how they tie together.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.   

Mr. DiPietro on the resolution. 
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MR. DIPIETRO:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  Just 

to reiterate the same, it's -- my daughter-in-law's birthday was 

yesterday.  Her and her entire family are from Puerto Rico and we 

celebrated yesterday at our house with a nice dinner and -- and I know 

it meant a lot to them.  And I just wanted to thank the sponsor for 

bringing this up. 

So thank you, Madam Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.   

On the resolution, all those in favor signify by saying 

aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 45, Ms. 

Rozic.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim January 27, 2025 as Holocaust 

Remembrance Day in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Ms. Rozic on the 

resolution. 

MS. ROZIC:  Thank you, Madam Speaker and 

Madam Majority Leader.  Today we gather to commemorate 

International Holocaust Remembrance Day, honoring the six million 

Jewish men, women and children alongside millions of others who 

perished in the Holocaust.  

It's officially 80 years since the world learned about 

the horrors of the Holocaust.  Auschwitz, where 1 million Jews and 

many others perished, was the most notorious.  But I also want to 
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remind everyone that the Nazis built over 44,000 mass incarceration 

camps, and over the course of many years decimated two-thirds of 

European Jews.  

For many of us in this room and those of you 

watching at home, including my mom, you already know that this day 

compels us not only to remember the atrocities of the past, but to 

confront the dangerous resurgence of anti-Semitism in our own time.  

And if you're wondering why I constantly bring this up and if you 

follow me on social media, that's why I always post about it, it's 

because 90 years ago people said nothing.  And the Holocaust did not 

just happen and begin with gas chambers, it began with words, 

insidious propaganda, dehumanizing rhetoric and the passive 

complicity of those who turned a blind eye.  The world's failure then 

to confront early manifestation of anti-Semitism allowed it to 

metastasize into one of humanity's greatest tragedies.  You see, 

Auschwitz is not merely a site of memory, it's a warning.  It reminds 

us of what happens when hatred is normalized, when silence replaces 

action, and when leaders fail to meet the moment.  We really can't 

afford to ignore the lessons of history.  The rise of anti-Semitic 

incidents across New York and the country under -- underscores this 

urgency.  Last year alone, New York City recorded over 300 

anti-Semitic hate crimes, a huge spike from the year before.  Just 

yesterday a Jewish-owned restaurant in Brooklyn was the target of 

anti-Semitic graffiti, labeling it "genocide cuisine."  It's important to 

note that an anti-Semitic act or a perversion of the truth, even if it 
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occurs miles away, affects all of us.  

For the second time in a century, Jews and their 

families are consulting lists to find out which of their relatives were 

murdered and which have lived.  We also have a second set of 

survivors in our midst.  These attacks are not isolated incidents, 

they're a part of a wave of hate that threatens not only Jewish 

communities like my own, but the broader principles of equality, 

justice, humanity that really underpin our society because what starts 

with the Jews never ends with us.  And sadly, we've learned that they 

are too many out there who would gladly see another Holocaust.  

I'm gonna quote Primo Levi, who was an Auschwitz 

survivor himself.  He says, "Monsters exist, but there are too few in 

number to be truly dangerous.  More dangerous are the common men 

-- and I'll add women -- the functionaries ready to believe and to act 

without asking questions."  

And so I say to my Jewish community, we're not 

alone in this struggle, even though it really might feel that way at 

times.  We deserve a society where we can live, worship and thrive 

without fear.  To the leaders in this room, now is the time to act.  I've 

said that in prior years, but really, I mean it.  Protecting Jewish 

communities from anti-Semitism is not just about safeguarding one 

group, it's about upholding our values, strengthening protections for 

Jewish communities, enhancing educational efforts to combat 

anti-Semitism, and ensuring that those who perpetuate this hate are 

actually held accountable.  And it's not enough.  The window for 
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preventative action is actually closing.  This urgency cannot be 

overstated.  Seventy-six percent of adults surveyed in the U.S. believe 

something like the Holocaust could happen again today.  And if you 

talk to any student on any college campus, they will agree with you.  

Anti-Semitism unchecked not only endangers Jews, but threatens all 

of us.  And what we can do and should do is give meaning to the 

memory of the victims and living Holocaust survivors through our 

actions.  This year must be a turning point in the fight against 

anti-Semitism in New York and beyond.  To those in this Chamber 

and across the State, I issue a renewed call to action.  Make this the 

year we say, Enough.  As we remember the victims and the survivors, 

let us also honor their memory by building a society rooted in justice, 

compassion and courage.  "Never again" is not just a pledge to 

remember, it is also a promise to act. 

Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you, Ms. 

Rozic. 

Mr. Eric Brown. 

MR. A. BROWN:  You guys can call me Ari.  Thank 

you, Madam Speaker.  And as a son and grandson of Holocaust 

survivors, I would like to thank the sponsor for bringing this important 

piece of -- resolution forward.  And to quote Ecclesiastes, (speaking 

Hebrew), There's nothing new under the sun.  How did it all start?  

How did it all first happen?  Start off with breaking the windows of 

Jewish-owned businesses.  Of course in the universities, of places of 
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higher education, and that's typically where it starts, condemning the 

Jewish people, and then of course the murder of Jewish people.  As 

my colleague just mentioned, just the other day, on Saturday, Miriam's 

Restaurant in Brooklyn was treated very similarly to what happened to 

the Jewish-owned businesses in Nazi Germany.  Of course we know 

today the universities are a cauldron of anti-Semitism.  Not much is 

being done about that.  We talk, but we allow what goes on, especially 

the CUNY system, to continue to go on.  And of course the similarity 

what happened on October 7th, the murder of innocent Jewish lives.  

And everybody always thinks that they're gonna be Oskar Schindler, 

they're gonna save the Jews.  But as we've seen recently, people aren't.  

No one's saving Anne Frank.  

So what can we do?  You know, it was our third 

President that said, All tyranny needs to gain a foothold is for people 

of good conscience to remain silent.  And that's really what happens.  

You know, we have an opportunity not to remain silent.  Our 

colleague Lester Chang proposed a resolution, October 7th Day, to 

memorialize October 7th, only to get back a notice to say that it was 

too controversial.  Too controversial?  Wow!  We heard that 80 years 

ago and we're hearing that again from our own legislative Body?  You 

know, most of my family was killed in the Holocaust; all of my 

grandfather's family.  My mother and grandmother had to escape.  

They ended up in an internment camp right here in Oswego, New 

York, in a barbwire internment camp for 18 months.  I have no 

relatives on my mother's side, and my mother and grandmother are no 
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longer alive.  We have an opportunity to put the politics aside, and we 

have resolutions like October 7th Day to speak out and do the right 

thing and not to remain silent, so that it will truly never happen again. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you, Mr. Ari 

Brown.

Mr. Eichenstein. 

MR. EICHENSTEIN:  Thank you, Madam Speaker, 

for allowing me to speak on this resolution, and I want to thank the 

sponsor for bringing this resolution to the floor.  Today we gather in 

this Chamber to mark Holocaust Remembrance Day.  We honor the 

memory of six million Jews who were brutally murdered during the 

darkest hour in our modern history.  For me, this day holds deeply 

personal significance, as I stand here today as a grandchild of four 

Holocaust survivors.  Exactly 80 years ago today on January 27, 1945, 

the notorious Auschwitz concentration camp, which was the largest of 

the Nazi death camps, was liberated.  Let's be clear.  Auschwitz was 

built for one purpose and one purpose only:  To exterminate the 

Jewish people.  Every single one.  The Nazis implemented their 

genocidal plan with horrifying and precise detail.  But it's important to 

note that the Holocaust didn't start with the gas chambers.  What 

started with hate speech which was allowed to fester, over time turned 

into violent attacks, yellow stars, concentration camps, and eventually 

the gas chambers.  All while the world remained silent.  History has 

taught us, it doesn't begin with the cattle cars and with the death 
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camps.  It begins with hate speech and with isolated acts of violence.  

But when -- but when society fails to extinguish, extinguish those 

sparks of hate it can escalate into disaster.  We know this because it 

has happened before.  So to those that say, Move on of a singular 

incident here or a singular incident there, we say, No.  Never again.  

It begins right now. 

Colleagues, we have a formidable task ahead of us.  

First of all, we must end hate speech and the random acts of violence 

now, before it's too late.  And that means we need to step out and 

speak up regardless of where it's taking place, including our very own 

CUNY campuses.  We must educate our next generation, who are 

shockingly clueless about our basic history.  According to a survey 

released just last week by the Claims Conference, a full 66 percent of 

millennials couldn't even identify Auschwitz.  Young people need to 

know.  Students need to know.  Our children need to know.  Let's 

learn from history.  We are strong when we stand together for our 

fellow human beings.  We are strong when we teach the next 

generation about the atrocities and the unchecked evils of the past.  

We are strong when we fully prosecute those that are carrying out 

these hate crimes.  

Eighty years ago hate and bias led to horrific 

atrocities against the Jewish people, and nobody spoke out.  It's 80 

years later.  Let's stand united to make sure that it never happens 

again.  Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.   
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Mr. Norber on the resolution. 

MR. NORBER:  Thank you, sponsor Rozic for 

putting in this very important bill, and thank you, colleagues for 

allowing me to address the Chamber on this day of remembrance.  

Today, as we mark Holocaust Remembrance Day, we honor the 

memory of the six million who perished and the countless others who 

died on those terrible days of World War II.  We remember the 

survivors, the resilience and the strength that they showed after 

rebuilding their lives after they suffered these horrible experiences 

during World War II. 

As a grandson of Holocaust survivors, I was raised 

with many stories of survival from this dark era.  My grandfather, who 

read Mein Kampf very early on, completely understood the intentions 

of Adolf Hitler and he begged his community and his people and his 

family to flee Poland before it was too late.  He was completely 

ignored because they thought back then that everything will be okay 

and nothing will happen and things will be always all right with the 

Jewish people.  But evidently, ultimately, his entire village was wiped 

off of the face of the earth.  There is no remembrance or any records 

of his village which once existed in Poland.  

And as of today we find ourselves again at a troubling 

moment.  Anti-Semitism is rising again in this country and around the 

world.  We are living in a time of violent attacks on synagogues, hate 

speech and college campuses and high schools and everywhere in 

New York -- in many places in New York, and harassments on our 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                                    JANUARY 27, 2025

24

streets.  And we must be always mindful of what hate speech can lead 

to.  This is why Holocaust Remembrance Day is not just about 

looking back, it is about confronting the threats of today.  It is about 

educating the next generation to recognize hate, speak out against it, 

and stand in solidarity with those who face it.  No matter what 

ethnicity, race or religion, we must stand together and oppose hate in 

all its forms.  As a father raising Jewish children here in New York, I 

feel an even greater responsibility to ensure that they and the next 

generation of New Yorkers inherit a world that learns from the past 

and values decency and humanity.  No one should be ashamed of their 

religion.  We in this Chamber must set that example not only with our 

actions, but also with our rhetoric.  We must continue to ensure that 

the promise of "never again" is not just a phrase, but a commitment 

that we must uphold with our actions. 

As a proud resident of this great State, as a proud 

Jew, and most importantly, as a father, I urge all of us to recommit 

ourselves to fighting against hate against all minorities.  Let us lead by 

example through policy and through compassion to create a world 

where our children can live without fear, where they can practice and 

express their faith, and where they can thrive in a New York that 

accepts all people from all backgrounds.

Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.   

Ms. Glick on the resolution. 

MS. GLICK:  Thank you, Ms. Speaker, and I want to 
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thank the sponsor for bringing this forward again.  It's -- it is 

interesting that we live in a time when historical illiteracy seems to be 

the watch word.  People don't remember four years let alone 80 years.  

So it's no surprise that the change in the way in which information is 

disseminated makes it easier for people to lie, it makes it easier for 

people to create fake news, and it also is an organizing tool for those 

who would band together to ensure that they can promulgate 

widespread hatred and, in fact, act on that.  We see the rise of far-right 

vigilante groups across the globe, not just here, and that threat should 

not be taken lightly.  The mechanism for the Holocaust was really 

about not being able to kill enough Jews individually.  They couldn't 

move fast enough, and so they created manufacturing facilities which 

were the concentration camps with the crematorium.  And that made it 

also easier for average people who were part of the military who 

might have had moral qualms about shooting people one after another 

to have some distance from what they were doing.  That evil and the 

undermining of people's moral compass is at the heart of hate speech, 

the dehumanizing other individuals, saying that they are, as the Nazis 

said, Jews were vermin.  They were a threat.  They were poisoning the 

blood of Germany.  They weren't real Germans.  Those echoes are 

loud and clear today.  And if we consider ourselves moral individuals, 

if we believe ourselves to be at least spiritual, if not religious, then we 

have to look at ourselves and our own willingness to hear similar 

phrases, similar words, and not rise up and resist.   

There is a notion and there's a lie that the Jews went 
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quietly to their death.  That is not true.  Many, many fought and many 

survived, but many died.  And they died because the mechanisms of 

government, not individual hateful people like the guy who shot up 

the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, but the mechanism of 

government was utilized to demonize a group of people, isolate them, 

demonize them, dehumanize them and then act.  

We have a cautionary tale today, and it is up to us as 

individuals and as community to recognize that our own humanity is 

at risk when we do not recognize the threat and act.  Because post-war 

Germans have acted as a community to recognize the Holocaust, to 

memorialize the Holocaust, and we have to make certain that we do 

not participate in some other government-organized and sanctioned 

attempt to demonize and isolate people who are living and have lived 

in our own communities.

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you, Ms. 

Glick. 

Mr. Wieder on the resolution.

MR. WIEDER:  Honorable Speaker, distinguished 

members of the Assembly, thank you for allowing me to speak today 

on this important occasion.  I also want to thank the sponsor for this 

resolution, for bringing forward this crucial remembrance of the 

Holocaust. 

Holocaust Remembrance Day coincides with the day 

Auschwitz was liberated, a fact that carries immense weight.  Like 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                                    JANUARY 27, 2025

27

Assemblyman Eichenstein, as a grandson of four Holocaust survivors, 

two of whom were in Auschwitz, and a great-grandson of three more, 

this day holds deep personal meaning for me.  I stand here today not 

only as a member of this Assembly, but also as someone whose family 

was directly impacted by one of the darkest chapters in human history.  

The lessons of the Holocaust are not just historical, they are personal.  

Etched into my family's story.  The slogan, "Never again" is a 

powerful and important declaration, but we must acknowledge that it 

often rings hollow when we look at the atrocities, hate and 

anti-Semitism that persists all around the world to this very day.  The 

tragic events of October 7th serve as a painful reminder that the battle 

against hatred is far from over.  While this makes "Never again" feel 

like an elusive goal, it does not absolve us from the responsibility to 

remember.   

Many, many years ago I visited Auschwitz for the 

first time.  I didn't tell my grandfather, my zayde, that I was going 

because I knew he would object.  He had always said he never wanted 

to return to Europe.  But on the brisk cold morning I entered 

Auschwitz-Birkenau, I felt compelled to call him.  I said, Zayde, I'm in 

Auschwitz.  There was a long silence on the other end of the line 

which felt like an eternity.  Finally, he tells me, Watch out for 

yourself.  It's a very dangerous place.  Then unexpectedly, he 

instructed me to tell them that (speaking Yiddish), Jonas is alive and 

Jonas survived.  I was puzzled because there was no one there to say 

this to.  But I repeated, Jonas survived.  He raised his voice and said, 
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Say it louder.  So I did.  I said it louder, but he insisted... No, say it 

louder.  At that point, standing between the barracks of Auschwitz 

amidst the solemn grounds of that notorious place, I found myself 

screaming at the top of my lungs, (speaking Yiddish), Jonas is alive, 

Jonas is alive.  Indeed, my grandfather, my dear, dear grandfather 

Jonas, survived the horrors of the Holocaust.  He came to America, 

built a beautiful life, raised a family and lived to see his grandson 

stand here today in the People's House of the State of New York.  

We owe it to my grandfather, indeed, to all survivors 

and to the millions who have perished, not just as a duty, but as a 

moral imperative.  We must remember the atrocities, the thousands of 

communities destroyed and the millions of lives that were lost.  And 

perhaps if we continue to honor the memory and fight against hate, 

one day, one day the phrase "Never again" will no longer be a slogan, 

but a true statement. 

Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.   

Mr. Lavine on the resolution. 

MR. LAVINE:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  This is 

a meaningful day for all who have spoken, and certainly for me as 

well.  Every member of my European family was murdered.  None of 

them survived the Nazi ritualized slaughter of the Jews.  

So today we mark the 80th anniversary of the 

Auschwitz-Birkenau liberation, and we refer to this as International 

Holocaust Remembrance Day.  Today is a reminder of the need for 
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constant vigilance to overcome and battle against stereotypes and 

prejudice.  Today marks not only the liberation of Holocaust victims, 

but it also serves to remind us of the resilience and the courage of the 

survivors who rebuilt their lives, shared their stories and continue to 

fight against hate.   

There was a reference earlier to the Jews who 

resisted, and I think that it is imperative that each of us recognizes that 

there were major rebellions in every ghetto and in the death camps 

themselves.  So, we take a moment today to recognize the loss and the 

heroism, but we also have to recognize the price paid for hatred and 

we have to honor today the Roma, the Slovs, the people with different 

abilities, the LGBTQ+ people and everyone else who was murdered 

by the Nazis and its ally.  

Today anti-Semitism and racism and hate are not 

simply relics of the past; they remain a clear and present danger to 

America.  Our work extends beyond remembrance.  It requires action.  

That means passing legislation to combat hate crimes, to protect 

vulnerable communities, and to support efforts to promote human 

rights in both the United States and throughout the world.  I ask each 

of us to honor the memory of those many souls lost in the Holocaust 

by committing ourselves to build a world where justice, compassion 

and the courage to stand against hatred guide us each and every day, 

and ensuring that "Never again" isn't just a phrase, but a promise that 

we uphold. 

Finally, growing up in the home of a grandmother 
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from Northern Europe who was one of 14, and she and a sister were 

sent against their will to the United States, they survived.  Of the 

remaining 12, 11 died as a result of the Nazis.  One more, to make a 

full 14, was killed in a pogram in the early part of the last century.  So 

my grandmother had a lot of letters from these people.  All those 

letters' postmarks ended once the Nazis arrived.  And I had always 

wanted to have those letters translated so we would have some -- 

because they were in Yiddish in onion skin -- if anybody remembers 

what that was -- air -- air mail envelopes.  I wanted to know what 

were their lives like.  And sadly, my family moved from place to place 

to place, those letters are long gone.  What we do today to honor the 

memories of those people speaks for them.   

I thank you for letting me speak. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.

Mr. Brook-Krasny on the resolution. 

MR. BROOK-KRASNY:  Thank you, Madam 

Speaker, for allowing me to speak on this resolution.  I want to thank 

you, the sponsor and all my colleagues supporting this resolution.  Just 

a few short thoughts in addition to what my colleagues have been 

saying here today.  Among the six million people that we Jewish 

people lost were real fighters.  One of those fighters was my own aunt, 

Basya Katsnelson.  She was a (inaudible) in a Russian force and she 

lost her life somewhere in 1942.  She was killed by the Nazi fire 

squad.  She was pregnant at the time, so our family lost -- didn't lose 

just one fighter, but lost two.  No matter how many attempts we -- 
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how hard we were trying to find her grave, it was impossible up until 

now.  So to celebrate her life, we cannot go to her grave.  That's why 

I'm especially thankful to the -- my colleagues today for supporting 

this resolution because this is one of the very few ways to celebrate 

the life of my aunt who was a real fighter against Nazis.   

I have in my district still a few Holocaust survivors.  

Not too many, unfortunately.  So when we speaking [sic] about 

Holocaust -- on Holocaust, we're always concluding -- almost always 

concluding by saying, "Never again."  So today when I'm speaking to 

my Holocaust survivors in my district and when I'm saying, "Never 

again", some of them -- some of them are responding by saying, Alec, 

are you sure?  Because Holocaust survivors are afraid again, and it's 

time to fight.  We will all have to become fighters like my aunt was, 

Basya Katsnelson.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.  Thank you all.

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.   

Mr. Epstein on the resolution. 

MR. EPSTEIN:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  I want 

to thank the sponsor for introducing this resolution again.  And, you 

know, as someone who is Jewish and less than 1 percent of the world 

population is Jewish, and you see so much anti-Semitism in the world 

and you wonder with such a minority population, why is there so 

much hate and anger against Jews.  When you think back to the 

Holocaust and what happened and the family members that I lost 

during that period of time and see what's happening today, it has to 
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come into effect that -- that there's so much misunderstanding and 

inability to understand the history of Judaism and Jews in the United 

States, and our role to be a productive member of this society.  Over 

the last year-and-a-half, the growth of anti-Semitism is beyond its 

pale, and the reality is that we have broken down the ability to talk to 

each other.  And when you see things like that happen, you realize 

what happened in German in the 1930s.  Jews became others.  Jews 

became untouchables.  Jews became people who you couldn't talk to 

or understand or relate to.  And we see some of those happening --  

things happening today in our society as well.  Just because you're 

Jewish we're gonna vandalize your store.  Just because you're Jewish 

we gonna vandalize your office.  Just because you're Jewish we're 

gonna speak out against you and say you're doing things that are 

unacceptable.  And you have nothing to do with any of these incidents 

except being Jewish.  That is what the -- that is what anti-Semitism is 

about.  And if we continue to let it fester and grow within our society, 

we can see other atrocities coming forward.

So I implore us all to stand up against hate and 

cruelty.  To build bridges to other people and different experiences.  

Because unless we do this, the message "Never again" may not 

become true.  "Never again" has to have meaning for us all, and it 

means taking all affirmative steps to make sure it happens never again.  

And I really want to applaud the sponsor and make sure that we all 

work vigilantly to make sure that becomes our reality.

Thank you. 
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ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.

Ms. Kay on the resolution. 

MS. KAY:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  And thank 

you to the sponsor and all my colleagues who have been so supportive 

of this resolution.  Today is a reminder that we must never forget.  

And if we had a moment of silence for each and every Holocaust 

victim, we would be sitting here silent for the next 11-and-a-half 

years.

Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.   

Mr. Zaccaro on the resolution. 

MR. ZACCARO:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

Today we gather with heavy hearts and profound reverence as we 

remember one of the most darkest chapters in human history, the 

systematic persecution of the Jewish people.  On this day 80 years 

ago, the world bore witness to the horrors of the Auschwitz 

concentration and extermination camp, a place where unimaginable 

cruelty was unleashed.  And as we reflect on that day in 1945, let us 

not forget the faces of those people who suffered.  The faces of real 

people with real dreams, with real hopes and families whose lives 

were shattered by hatred and violence.  For many New Yorkers -- for 

many Jewish New Yorkers, the scars of this dark period remain.  The 

trauma endured by them and their loved ones is a haunting reminder 

that the echoes of the past can linger for generations.  It is our solemn 

duty to acknowledge this pain and to honor their stories.  "Never 
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forget" [sic] is not just a mere phrase.  It is a powerful call to action.  

It is our unwavering commitment to unite against hatred and against 

violence.  To stand shoulder to shoulder with those who are 

marginalized and oppressed.  It is a promise to champion the dignity 

and the worth of every individual, regardless of their background.  

"Never forget" [sic] also compels us to foster interfaith cooperation, 

recognizing that our shared humanity is far greater than the divides 

that seek to separate us.  In a world often fraught with division, let us 

choose -- let us choose the path of understanding, of compassion and 

solidarity. 

I extend my gratitude to the sponsor for bringing 

forth this important resolution.  Together, as members of this 

Chamber, we must remain resolute in our mission to forge a brighter 

future.  We will not waver in our commitment to remember the 

lessons of the past and ensure that such atrocities never are repeated.  

Let us honor the memory of those that we lost by dedicating ourselves 

to a world where love triumphs over hate and where every voice is 

valued. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.   

Mr. Chang on the resolution. 

MR. CHANG:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  Thank 

you, sponsor, for this bill and thank you for my fellow colleague 

speaking about this Holocaust Remembrance Day.   

I represent a district in Borough Park which a fair 
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portion are Orthodox Jews, and lived most of my childhood in 

Midwood, Brooklyn, which is a large amount of Jewish population.  

This is a very important occasion because our -- our people, our 

Jewish neighbors and their families suffered because of the Holocaust.  

About a year ago I took my family and went to Shanghai.  And near 

the hotel was a Holocaust Museum.  Somehow, a number of refugees 

able to immigrate to -- as refugees to Shanghai and -- and a portion of 

them were able to survive and thrive, even surrounded by the Japanese 

in World War II.  Fast forward, I did a year in Afghanistan as a 

veteran.  Many of you never experienced the horrors of war.  It's a 

waste.  It destroys human lives.  You have to remember, even with 

that war, the Taliban wanted to destroy our way of life, in another way 

another Holocaust.  We cannot forget this.  This type of hatred is 

amongst certain parts of the world and certain religions and certain 

sects.  They still want to destroy certain ethnicity, religion or our 

culture of way of life.  We cannot forget this. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.   

Mr. Alvarez on the resolution. 

MR. ALVAREZ:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  As 

you all can see clearly, I'm not a Jewish [sic], right?  But I'm coming 

from a country that extend our hands when -- when the survivors 

needed, and we feel their pain as well.  So I rise today to honor the 

victims, reflect the horrors of the history, but also to pledge to ensure 

that such atrocity[sic] are never repeated. 
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Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.   

Ms. Lunsford on the resolution. 

MS. LUNSFORD:  I rise today as a Jewish woman 

who is the great-grandchild of Russians who fled from (inaudible).  

And we've done a good job in this Chamber remembering the impact 

of the Holocaust on the Jewish population.  But I want to remind 

people that when we say "Never forget" [sic], we need to remember 

that the Nazis didn't start with the Jews.  They started with political 

opponents and trade unionists.  They started with the Communists and 

the Social Democrats.  It wasn't just Jews that were murdered by the 

thousands; it was homosexuals who didn't meet the gender roles the 

government felt they should meet.  A government that defined what a 

man or a woman was.  It was the Roma who the Nazis said had alien 

blood that predisposed them to criminality.  And we went door to door 

and we took those with alien blood and we isolated them and we 

deported them and we murdered them.  And when we rise in this 

Chamber to remember today, we need to remember the government 

actions that led to this, because everything that happened in Germany 

was legal.  We need to look to ourselves and say, What does 

remember mean?  We all like to think what we would have done if we 

had been there.  When I look around this room today and I say, What 

are you doing because I'm hearing othering every day.  Right now in 

our communities there are children that did not go to school today 

because their parents are afraid they won't come home.  Or they're 
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afraid they will come home to an empty house.  When we say 

"remember", what are we doing with our memory?

Thank you.   

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.  

Mr. Weprin on the resolution. 

MR. WEPRIN:  I, too, rise in support of this 

resolution.  I have had a number of Holocaust survivors in my family 

and in the district, and each and every year there are less and less 

firsthand accounts of the horrors of the Holocaust; the torture, the 

murders, the extermination or attempt to exterminate an entire people.  

True genocide.  It just seems that each and every year, you'd think 80 

years later things would dissipate a little bit, be a little different.  But 

it seems, unfortunately, the last year or two have become worse as far 

as the rise of anti-Semitism, the rise of hate throughout the world, 

locally, as well as internationally.  And that just reminds us how 

important it is to speak out, to remember any time hate rears its ugly 

head against -- no matter who it's against, it's very important that we 

all speak out.  And it -- it just seems amazing to me that anti-Semitism 

has not been on the decline, but has really been on the rise, and hate 

against so many different groups has been on the rise.  And that's why 

it's so important that we all speak out and -- and truly remember what 

happened, and that -- that's the only way we'll avoid it repeating and -- 

and -- and seeing horrors again.

So may -- may the millions of individuals' memories 

truly be for a blessing.  Thank you. 
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ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.   

Ms. Griffin on the resolution. 

MS. GRIFFIN:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  Today 

marks 83 years since the Holocaust began and anti-Semitism is still a 

tremendous threat against the Jewish community.  We see far too 

many instances of anti-Semitic attacks.  That is why now more than 

ever we must stand together as history continues to repeat itself.  We 

must all stand up to hate and racism in our communities, hate of any 

kind. 

I commend Assemblymember Rozic for bringing this 

meaningful resolution forward, and thank her and my colleagues for 

sharing their poignant words on this very, very serious issue and topic.  

I am proud to cosponsor this resolution commemorating Holocaust 

Remembrance Day so we never forget the tragedies of our Jewish 

brothers and sisters and what they -- and what they continue to go 

through in our country.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.  

Ms. Levenberg on the resolution. 

MS. LEVENBERG:  Thank you, Madam Speaker, 

and thank you to the sponsor.  I just wanted to mention that my 

great-grandfather Julius Schmidt's name was read yesterday at 

Westerbork to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the 

Auschwitz-Birkenau liberation.  And I am so lucky that I guess he was 

the only one to have passed at the hands of the Nazis.  But we know 

from hearing today how many descendents actually are here today in 
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our Chamber who were blessed by survivors who managed to make it 

through this hateful period of our history.  And I'm proud that we 

memorialize this day so that we can continue to pay forward the 

messages of the Holocaust.  But I really want to lift up my colleague 

Assemblymember Lunsford's words because she literally took the 

words out of my mouth.  I don't think that we can wait to host Anne 

Frank.  My mother was similarly hidden in Holland, as -- as was Anne 

Frank, as were my grandparents.  I'm grateful to other people, 

righteous Christians, who were brave enough to take them in.  But we 

can't wait for this to happen.  We need to act now against hate, against 

divisiveness, and stand up for those who are being othered right now 

in this country and across the world so that we do not repeat these 

brutal mistakes of the past and lose productive members of our 

communities because somebody thinks that they should have a label 

and that they should wear something like a Jewish Star on their arm 

and they should be put into a camp and they should be deported.  This 

is not acceptable in this country, and it's not acceptable for those of us 

who have survived and have come from survivors.  We know better, 

and we cannot let this happen ever again.  We must never forget and 

we must act.

Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.   

Mr. Yeger on the resolution.

MR. YEGER:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  So, it's 

my first speech in this Chamber, and to have the opportunity as the 
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grandson of Holocaust survivors to stand in the legislative Body of the 

State of New York I don't think is something that my grandparents and 

great-grandparents would have thought is possible.  When you look 

around the Chamber, as has been mentioned before, there are so many 

of us.  I've had the great privilege of representing the largest 

community of Holocaust survivors when I served in my local 

legislative Body, and today that -- in this Chamber that responsibility 

and obligation -- as the gentleman Mr. Eichenstein, who does a fine 

job.  We have incredibly dwindling numbers of survivors, and in my 

job I always felt that every day was really Holocaust Survivors Day, 

International Holocaust Remembrance Day is really local for me 

because it's walking down the streets of my neighborhood.  My 

family's story is like so many stories.  The gentleman Mr. Chan [sic] 

spoke about seeing the memorial in Shanghai; one of those people was 

my grandfather who managed to get on the Trans-Siberian Railroad 

and cross the Port of Japan into Suruga, Japan, where he ultimately 

made it to Shanghai and was able to live out the war together with his 

younger sister.  He never saw his parents again, his other siblings.  My 

other grandfather -- another story was mentioned that was very similar 

-- left his family in Europe, was a young man, begged his parents and 

his family to follow and he said, We have to leave the country, it's 

coming, and they didn't listen.  And he never saw them again, they 

never survived.  And, you know, we talk about "Never again", and 

"Never again" has been mentioned on this floor so many times today.  

And whether or not it's a slogan, whether it's aspirational or whether 
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it's just not true.  If "Never again" is actually true.  It's something that 

we have to consider today when we look at the last 15 months and 

what's happened in this world.  October 7th was an attempt at a 

Holocaust.  It was a starting point.  It was a place and a time when 

people said, We're going to kill Jews.  They set out as a mission to kill 

Jews, over 1,000.  They took many of them as hostages.  The last 15 

months has showed the world that "Never again" is not real, it's 

happening in front of our faces.  The streets of my City in New York, 

people marched the streets.  The ideological heirs to the Nazis 

marched the streets in support of Hamas.  On college campuses in 

New York and all across America, they stand up for Hamas, the 

ideological heirs to the Nazis.  The people who want to kill the Jews.  

In halls of government, not in foreign countries, in the United States 

halls of government people who took an oath to defend the 

Constitution of the United States stand up for Hamas and for their 

allies in New York.  "Never again" is something nice to say, and for a 

really long time it felt like, well, this is America.  I have the privilege 

of standing in front of an American flag in the legislative Body in 

New York.  But it's not real.  Not right now.  Not when you look at 

Brooklyn, New York where a restaurant happened to be owned by 

Jews -- wasn't even kosher -- gets vandalized just because the owner is 

Jewish.  "Never again" is not yet.  We're not there yet.  We can make 

"Never again" real, but it requires that those of us in government, 

particularly those of us in government, stand up to our colleagues in 

government who empower the ideological heirs to the Nazis.  That we 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                                    JANUARY 27, 2025

42

stand up to the college presidents who are educating an entire 

generation of kids to hate Jews.  As a matter of policy, they're doing it 

because it just happened to be that way.  They've set out a course, a 

scholarship, of "End the Jewish people."  And we see it.  It's not 

something that we have to turn on a TV to see.  I live in the city where 

it's happening.  It's happening every single day just blocks away from 

where I worked at City Hall.  

I want "Never again" to be real.  The dream of my 

family.  Four of my great-grandparents were killed by the Nazis.  Two 

of my grandparents, my grandfathers, managed to make it through.  I 

am very fortunate and I'm honored to be here.  I'm grateful to those 

who stand up for the Jewish people every single day.  Thank you, 

Madam Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.

Mr. Ramos on the resolution. 

MR. RAMOS:  Madam Speaker, I rise to speak on 

this resolution, a resolution that allows us to remember.  And many of 

us are very thankful to the Jewish people of the world for making sure 

that we do not forget.  And, you know, when this started, it started -- 

the Holocaust started with elected officials saying, Jewish people are 

the cause of your problems.  That's what they said to the general 

citizens.  Gypsies are the cause of your problems and they're 

criminals.  Immigrants are the cause of your problems.  People who 

are handicapped are costing you money.  That's how the Holocaust 

started, those were the seeds.  Now, one can -- can figure out why the 
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leaders were trying -- used the tactics they used because a united 

country cannot be conquered.  They would have to first divide the 

country into segments in order to -- to conquer that country.  And how 

did they do that?  They started with the rhetoric and to the point where 

-- you know, to the point where it wasn't just elected officials.  You 

wonder how your average citizen would go along with people being 

marched to their death, the gas chambers.  Children, women, families.  

You wonder how your average citizen could go along with that.  And 

that's how it started because to them they were told that all their 

problems are because of that group.  Divide. 

You know, just today we -- we're reminded of the 

things that -- that happened then, and we saw our -- our Commissioner 

at the Federal level of Government Efficiency in Germany saying that 

we should get over this and that it's not fair to German people today to 

keep bringing this up.  

Thank you to the Jews of this world for making sure 

that we don't forget, and I pray for the United States of America. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.

Mr. Hevesi on the resolution. 

MR. HEVESI:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  I rise to 

commend the sponsor and I'm gonna be very brief.  If you're gonna 

learn a lesson from the Holocaust it is incumbent upon you to apply 

those lessons to what we're dealing with now in the United States of 

America.  And one of the most scary -- not most scary, but one of the 

scariest components of 1930s Germany was when the Federal 
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government allowed its law enforcement officers to go around to any 

citizen and say, Show me your papers.  Show me your papers, which is 

the beginning of a horrible, horrible road.  Now, I understand why that 

happened, and I understand why people were afraid of that.  But 

there's a parallel here that we just elected a President of the United 

States who said it's okay to empower law enforcement to say, Where 

are your papers?  Now, the circumstances are different but the result 

is the same.  What you're doing is looking for people among you, 

Americans among you, to single them out, to make people afraid of 

them, to make people think they're gonna take your job, they're gonna 

take your money, and it's an outrage.  And for everybody who thinks 

that we are not on that road, that we've learned this lesson because we 

come here every year, you're wrong.  Because the vast majority of 

Americans just voted for a government where we're repeating the 

exact same thing we did in the 1930s and it's wrong.  And it was 

wrong then when it was going against the Jewish people, and it's 

wrong now when it's happening to Black, Brown and Asian 

Americans.  It's just plain wrong.

So that's the lesson that I am taking from this 

Holocaust Remembrance Day.  Thank you, Madam Speaker, for 

allowing me to speak on this. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.

On the resolution, all those in favor signify by saying 

aye; opposed, no.  The resolution is adopted.

On consent, page 4, Calendar 1, the Clerk will read. 
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THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00565, Calendar No. 

1, Paulin, Simon, Seawright, Hevesi, Rosenthal, González-Rojas, 

Kelles, Sayegh, Otis, Shimsky, Kim, Raga, Simone, Tapia, Levenberg, 

Brabenec, Maher.  An act to amend the Public Health Law, in relation 

to the establishment, incorporation, construction or increase in 

capacity of for-profit hospice.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The bill is laid 

aside. 

On consent, page 6, Rules Report No. 30, the Clerk 

will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A01026, Rules Report 

No. 30, Solages.  An act to amend the Public Health Law, in relation 

to access to doulas; and to repeal a chapter of the Laws of 2024 

amending the Public Health Law relating to permitting doulas to be 

present in the operating room while a cesarean section is being 

performed, as proposed in legislative bills numbers S.5991-A and 

A.7606.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 90th 

day. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                                    JANUARY 27, 2025

46

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A01468, Rules Report 

No. 31, Paulin.  An act to amend the Public Health Law, in relation to 

certificates of qualification for clinical laboratories and blood banks.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A01472, Rules Report 

No. 32, Sayegh.  An act to amend the Public Health Law, in relation 

to establishing an Alzheimer's Disease Outreach and Education 

program.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 180th 

day. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 
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Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A01475, Rules Report 

No. 33, Burdick.  An act to amend the Public Health Law, in relation 

to requiring general hospitals to obtain and record certain information 

during the intake and registration of a patient, and to amend a chapter 

of the Laws of 2024 amending the Public Health Law relating to 

requiring hospitals to ask patients if they have a disability that requires 

accommodation under the Americans with Disabilities Act, as 

proposed in legislative bills numbers S.8666-A and A.8560-A, in 

relation to the effectiveness thereof.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A01476, Rules Report 

No. 34, Pretlow.  An act to amend the Public Health Law, in relation 

to medically-fragile young adults; to amend a chapter of the Laws of 

2024 amending the Public Health Law relating to medically-fragile 
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young adults and pediatric specialized nursing facilities, as proposed 

in legislative bills numbers S.5969-A and A.3674-A, in relation to the 

effectiveness thereof.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 120th 

day. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00418, Rules Report 

No. 35, Lupardo.  An act to amend the Cannabis Law, in relation to 

cannabis showcase event permits; and to amend a chapter of the Laws 

of 2024 amending the Cannabis Law relating to authorizing a cannabis 

showcase event permit, as proposed in legislative bills numbers 

S.9679-A and A.10398-A, in relation to the effectiveness thereof.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The bill is laid 

aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00428, Rules Report 

No. 36, Vanel.  An act to amend the General Business Law, in relation 

to certain provisions of online dating services.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 
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section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 60th 

day. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00432, Rules Report 

No. 37, Woerner.  An act to amend the Economic Development Law, 

in relation to the promotion of local small businesses listed on the 

Registry of Historic Businesses.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 30th 

day. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00433, Rules Report 

No. 38, Otis.  An act to amend the State Technology Law and the 
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Civil Service Law, in relation to the disclosure of automated 

employment decision-making tools and maintaining an artificial 

intelligence inventory; to amend a chapter of the Laws of 2024 

amending the State Technology Law relating to automated 

decision-making by State agencies, as proposed in legislative bills 

numbers S.7543-B and A.9430-B, in relation to the effectiveness 

thereof; to repeal Sections 1 and 3 of a chapter of the Laws of 2024 

amending the State Technology Law relating to automated 

decision-making by State agencies, as proposed in legislative bills 

numbers S.7543-B and A.9430-B, in relation to the short title and 

disclosure; to repeal Sections 403 and 404 of the State Technology 

Law relating to impact assessments and submission of certain reports; 

and providing for the repeal of certain provisions upon expiration 

thereof.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The bill is laid 

aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00434, Rules Report 

No. 39, Rosenthal.  An act to amend the General Business Law, in 

relation to connected vehicle service and domestic violence victims; 

and to amend a chapter of the Laws of 2024 amending the General 

Business Law relating to remote vehicle technology and domestic 

violence victims, as proposed in legislative bills numbers S.9174-B 

and A.9616-C, in relation to the effectiveness thereof.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section. 
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THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results. 

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Madam Speaker, do you 

have further housekeeping or resolutions?  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Yes, we have a 

number of resolutions before the House.  Without objection, these 

resolutions will be taken up together.   

On the resolutions, all those in favor signify by saying 

aye; opposed, no.  The resolutions are adopted. 

(Whereupon, Assembly Resolution Nos. 49-56 were 

unanimously approved.)

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Madam Speaker, would 

you please call on member Clark for the purposes of an 

announcement?  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Ms. Clark for an 

announcement. 

MS. CLARK:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  I have 

the exciting news of conference for the Majority.  Majority conference 
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immediately following Session in Hearing Room C.  New place, same 

time, immediately following Session.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you, Ms. 

Clark.   

We have an immediate Majority conference in 

Hearing Room C. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  I now move that the 

Assembly stand adjourned and that we reconvene at 12:30 p.m., 

Tuesday, January the 28th, tomorrow being a Session day. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On Mrs. Peoples- 

Stokes' motion, the House stands adjourned.  

(Whereupon, at 5:07 p.m., the House stood adjourned 

until Tuesday, January 28th at 12:30 p.m., that being a Session day.)


