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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4, 2025                                           12:47 P.M.

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The House will 

come to order. 

In the absence of clergy, let us pause for a moment of 

silence. 

(Whereupon, a moment of silence was observed.) 

Visitors are invited to join members in the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

(Whereupon, Acting Speaker Taylor led visitors and 

members in the Pledge of Allegiance.)

A quorum being present -- a quorum being present, 

the Clerk will read the Journal of Tuesday, June 3rd.

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, I move to 
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dispense with the further reading of the Journal of Tuesday, June the 

3rd and that the same stand approved.

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Without objection, 

so ordered.

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker 

and colleagues that are in the Chamber, as well as our many guests.  

It's happy to see you all today.  

I would like to share a quote with you today.  This 

one comes from Ahmen [sic] Baba Tubeki [sic].  He's a 17th Century 

scholar and philosopher.  He's written 40 books, even in the 17th 

Century, and he does some amazing work.  His words for us today:  

Knowledge has no color.  Wisdom has no continent.  Truth belongs to 

all humanity.  Again, these words from Ahmen [sic] Hubaka [sic] Tim 

-- Timbuki [sic].  And I hope they resonate in our spirits today.  

Mr. Speaker, members have on their desk a main 

Calendar and a debate list.  Before there's any housekeeping and/or 

introductions, we're gonna be calling for the Rules Committee to 

meet.  That Committee is going to produce an A-Calendar of which 

we will definitely take up today.  We'll also be calling for the 

following committees:  Ways and Means, followed by Banks, 

followed by Judiciary, followed by Transportation.  Mr. Speaker, there 

may be a need for additional floor activity today.  If so, I will be happy 

to advise at that moment.  

Right now, that's the general outline of where we're 

going.  If you could start by calling the Rules Committee to the 
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Speaker's Conference Room.

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Rules Committee to 

the Speaker's Conference Room.  Rules Committee to the Speaker's 

Conference Room.  

We do have housekeeping and introductions. 

On a motion by Ms. González-Rojas, page 7, 

Calendar No. -- excuse me, Rules Reference [sic] 206-A [sic], 

A02581-A, the amendments are received and adopted. 

On a motion by Member Kelles, page 22, Calendar 

No. 123, Bill A01029-A, the amendments are received and adopted. 

Ms. Hunter for an announcement.

MS. HUNTER:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Later today, we will be introducing a resolution 

memorializing today and having the Governor proclaim June 12th as 

Women Veterans Recognition Day in the State of New York.  But 

right now, I would like to take the opportunity to introduce women 

veterans to this Assembly Chamber.  June 12th, '25 marks the 77th 

anniversary of the Women's Armed Services Integration Act of 1948, 

signed by President Harry Truman.  And women have always 

answered the call to duty, serving the United States of America with 

integrity and respect. 

In 1973, women made up just two percent of the 

enlisted force and eight percent of officers today.  These numbers 

have grown to 16 and 19 percent, respectively.  It is important to 

recognize the contributions of my fellow women veterans and to 
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educate the people of New York concerning the role of women in our 

military.  

In 1998, New York dedicated the Women Veterans 

Memorial in Albany to honor over 1.2 million women who served 

over 200 years.  Women continue to serve with dedication across 

multiple military operations, including Operation Enduring Freedom 

and Operation Inherent Resolve, Operation Iraqi Freedom, Operation 

New Dawn and the Global War on Terrorism.  

Women Veterans Recognition Day is a living 

testament to the courage of so many from its broad base of shared 

concern and responsive endeavor.  (Indiscernible) emanates the 

current and valiant tradition and the irrepressible tide of freedom. 

Mr. Speaker, if you would kindly extend welcome 

invitation and the privileges of the floor to all my fellow women 

veterans who are here today. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Thank you.  

On behalf of Assemblymember Hunter, I am 

extremely excited -- and the Speaker of this House and all the 

members, we welcome you, and first and foremost, thank you for your 

services.  But we welcome you to these Chambers and we extend the 

privileges of this floor, and hope you enjoy the proceedings of today, 

and thank you for joining us.  You all are rock stars.  Thank you. 

(Applause)

Ms. Woerner for an introduction. 

MS. WOERNER:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 
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allowing me to interrupt our proceedings for purposes of making an 

introduction.  

This is a House that regularly honors small 

businesses, and so it is my pleasure today to introduce you to Mary 

Ann Fortune's Dance Studio upon their 50th anniversary.  Mary Ann 

Fortune is a small businesswoman, she is an artist and she is a teacher.  

She has been studying dance since she was three years old.  She began 

her -- her dance studio at age 17, and then she went off to college at 

Union College.  She is in Mechanicville, New York.  She has -- she 

continued to teach while advancing her own dance skills.  She has a 

Bachelor of Science in Psychology, and then she was able to devote 

herself full-time to dancing and teaching at her studio.  She continues 

to study dance today, now with master teachers, that help her bring 

new and innovative ideas to her students, three of which are here 

today; Layla Stengrevics is 12 years old and has been -- has been a 

dancer for ten years; Maya and Brynn Stengrevics, who are both eight 

years old and have been dancing for five years, and they will be 

dancing this weekend in the 50th Anniversary Showcase.  

Mary Ann Fortune's dance studio has been a 

cornerstone of the Mechanicville community since its founding in 

1974 in the basement of her parents, Rose and Tony Fortune's house.  

Located in Mechanicville's South Central Avenue since 1982, her 

dance studio participates in competitive Statewide competitions at the 

New York State Fair in Syracuse and at regional events in New York 

City and Boston. 
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Please join me in congratulating Mary Ann Fortune 

on her commitment to the art of dance and dance instruction and 

teaching students throughout the Capital District for five decades.  

Mr. Speaker, if you will offer them the cordialities of 

the House.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Absolutely.  I'd be 

honored.  

On behalf of Ms. Woerner, the Speaker and all the 

members, we welcome you to the Chambers and extend the privileges 

of this floor and super celebrate your 50th anniversary.  You don't 

certainly look like you've been in the game that long, but thank you so 

much.  And we hope you enjoy the proceedings and the privileges of 

this House.  Thank you, thank you, keep dancing. 

(Applause)

Mr. Carroll, Patrick Carroll for an announcement 

[sic]. 

MR. P. CARROLL:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Colleagues, as we all know, a lot of the work we do 

here in Albany, we have to leave our friends and family at home in 

our home districts.  Today I'm so happy to have two of my daughters 

here with me.  I left my older daughter, Madelyn, at home.  She's 

finishing up with fifth grade and she couldn't get out of school.  I left 

the three-year-old, Hailey, at home because I don't know if our 

capacity here in the -- in the Chamber could handle her.  Obviously, 

I'm thankful to my wife, Natalie, who is at home working and keeping 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                                        JUNE 4, 2025

7

track of all the kids and all their activities.  But with me today, I have 

my seven-year-olds, almost eight-year-olds, my daughter Lily and my 

daughter Paige.  They're both second graders at Bardonia Elementary 

School.  They came and saw civics in action today and had -- took the 

day out of school.  They're both heavily involved in soccer, lacrosse, 

bike riding, as a recent injury told us, and they're both very good 

students.  

I appreciate my colleagues for welcoming my family.  

I know we all hold our families near and dear in our hearts.  I thank 

you all for welcoming them and wish you'd offer them the continued 

cordialities of the House as their stay continues. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  On behalf of your 

dad, Assemblymember Patrick Carroll, and the Speaker of this great 

House and all the members, we welcome you, Paige and Lily, here to 

the Chambers and we extend the privileges of the floor and hope you 

enjoy the proceedings. 

MR. P. CARROLL:  I forgot to mention their 

birthday.  Lily's birthday's on Sunday and Paige's birthday on Monday.  

So, I didn't misspeak, they are twins with two different birthdays.  So, 

sorry, Mr. Speaker.

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Absolutely.  Dad is 

always right.  And we want to extend happy birthday privileges and 

welcome you to the House.  Have fun, have fun, have fun.  I've seen 

the candy, get some more, there's plenty left.  Have fun, and welcome, 

ladies and gentlemen. 
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(Applause)

Ms. Reyes -- Ms. Reyes for an introduction. 

MS. REYES:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

It's good to follow after my colleague who's 

introducing his -- who introduced his daughters.  I would like to 

introduce my son, Alex, to the floor.  Alex is 18.  He just completed 

his first year at American University.  I'm so proud of him.  He's the 

first -- actually, the first person in our family to go away to school, so 

I'm really happy to have him back home.  And, you know, just please 

extend the privileges of the floor to him.  He's studying Public 

Relations, so I think it's pertinent for him to kind of be here and watch 

the work that we do and learn from everything that goes on here.  

And, you know, the last time he was here he was able to share the seat 

with me; now he can't anymore because he's much bigger, so...  

Mr. Speaker, would you please extend the privileges 

of the floor to my son, Alex. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Absolutely, 

absolutely.  

On behalf of your mom, Member Reyes, and on 

behalf of the Speaker and all the members, Alex, we welcome you to 

the Chambers.  We extend the privilege of this floor and hope you 

enjoy the proceedings.  And I'm gonna say the same thing to you that I 

said about them.  Have fun, have fun, have fun, and welcome to the 

People's House. 

(Applause)
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Member Solages.

MS. SOLAGES:  Mr. Speaker, can the House stand 

at ease?  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  On behalf of the -- 

on Ms. Solages' recommendation, the House stands at ease.  

(Whereupon, at 12:59 p.m., the House stood at ease.)

*****************************

(Whereupon, at 1:14 p.m., the House was called back 

to order.)

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The House will 

come to order. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, sir.  

Members have on their desk an A-Calendar.  I'd like to move to 

advance that A-Calendar. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  On a motion by 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes, the A-Calendar is advanced. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, sir.  If we 

can take it up right immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  On consent, page 3, 

Rules Report No. 372, the Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Rules Report No. 372 -- oh, excuse 

me.  Assembly No. A00128-A, Rules Report No. 372, 
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González-Rojas, Paulin, Sayegh, Epstein, Hevesi, Shrestha, Simon, 

Jackson, Zaccaro, Lunsford, Davila, De Los Santos, Mamdani, Raga, 

Shimsky, Lasher, Torres, Simone,Solages, Levenberg, Bichotte 

Hermelyn, Steck, Clark, Rozic, Kay, P. Carroll, Cunningham, 

Gallagher, Dinowitz, Burroughs, Dais, Reyes, Hooks, Forrest, Ramos, 

Kassay.  An act to amend the Insurance Law, in relation to requiring 

coverage of certain asthma inhalers at no cost.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The bill is laid 

aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00617-A, Rules 

Report No. 373, Shimsky, Reyes, Schiavoni, Levenberg, Glick.  An 

act to amend the Legislative Law, in relation to the term "reportable 

business relationship" as it relates to certain employees of the State 

University of New York and the City University of New York.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will -- 

read the last section.

THE CLERK:  This bill [sic] shall take effect 

immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00622-B, Rules 
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Report No. 374 was previously amended on third read --  previously 

amended on -- amended and is high. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A00691, Rules Report 

No. 375, Hevesi, González-Rojas, De Los Santos.  An act to amend 

the Social Services Law, in relation to any unearned income of a child 

in certain circumstances.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The bill is laid 

aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A02043, Rules Report 

No. 376, Bailey.  An act to amend the Tax Law, in relation to 

authorizing the County of Livingston to impose an additional 1 

percent sales tax.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  On a motion by Ms. 

Bailey, the Senate bill is before the House.  The Senate bill is 

advanced.  Home Rule Message is at the desk.

Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.  

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A02237, Rules Report 

No. 377, Rajkumar.  An act to amend the --  
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ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Hold one second.  

We want to also take this opportunity to acknowledge 

Assemblymember Bailey in passing her first bill. 

(Applause)

The Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A02237, Rules Report 

No. 377, Rajkumar, Alvarez, Lemondes, K. Brown, Stern.  An act to 

amend the State Finance Law and the General Municipal Law, in 

relation to prohibiting procurements of certain technology that poses 

security threats.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The bill is laid 

aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A02497, Rules Report 

No. 378, Davila, Maher, Taylor, Simpson, Lupardo, Peoples-Stokes, 

Dilan, Walsh, Reyes, Tapia, Cruz.  An act establishing a Fiscal Cliff 

Task Force to conduct a study on fiscal cliffs in the State's public 

assistance programs and to make recommendations related thereto; 

and providing for the repeal of such provision upon expiration thereof.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Read the last 

section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes to explain her vote. 
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MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.  

I'd like to compliment the sponsor on this piece of 

legislation.  I mean, I know that there have been several entities across 

the State, including the Western New York Women's Foundation and 

the Buffalo Partnership, as well as the New York State Business 

Council, that we're looking at this as an issue because sometimes we 

don't realize that we create initiatives to -- in an attempt to help 

people, but in a way we just kind of hinder them because those 

benefits keep them in a place that they can't grow from.  And so the 

fact that we're willing to take a look at this on a study basis and come 

up with some real recommendations, I think it's impressive and I hope 

the work gets done swiftly.  

Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Mrs. Peoples- 

Stokes in the affirmative. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A02698, Rules Report 

No. 379, Forrest, González-Rojas.  An act to amend the Public Health 

Law, in relation to establishing an awareness campaign on the use of 

hormone replacement therapy in treating the symptoms of 

perimenopause and menopause.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  On a motion by Ms. 
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Forrest, the Senate bill is before the House.  The Senate bill is 

advanced.

Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 60th 

day. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Ms. Forrest to explain her vote. 

MS. FORREST:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I rise to support this bill, of course as the sponsor, but 

also as a woman who has serviced women across New York City, 

across Brooklyn, as they come to a big change in their lives, which is 

menopause.  Now, whether you're secretive or open about your 

lifestyle, this is something that affects everyone, including the 

spouses, the family members.  And so to have an awareness campaign 

that teaches women the importance of how to take care of themselves, 

how can family members support each other, but also important 

medication and therapies around that special time.  I wanted to call it 

special time; the time that we all experience open windows in the 

middle of the winter and changes in our bodies.  But this is a very 

important time in every woman's life.  And so to have not only a 

medical community that's aware, that's promoting medications to help 

women out, but also to make sure that in the whole grand scheme of 

women's health we're implementing important changes to support 
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women across the State. 

Thank you so much. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Ms. Forrest in the 

affirmative. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes for an announcement. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, would you 

please call the Banks Committee to the Speaker's Conference Room 

immediately?  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Banks Committee 

to the Speaker's Conference Room.  Banks Committee to the 

Speaker's Conference Room. 

The Clerk will read the report [sic]. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A03101, Rules Report 

No. 380, Simpson.  An act to amend the Tax Law, in relation to 

extending the authorization granted to the County of Essex to impose 

an additional 1 percent of sales and compensating use taxes.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record -- oh, excuse me.

On a motion by Ms. [sic] Simpson, the Senate bill is 

before the House.  The Senate bill is advanced.  Home Rule Message 

is at the desk.  

Read the last section. 
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THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The court -- excuse 

me, the Clerk will record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A03141, Rules Report 

No. 381, Lunsford, Jensen.  An act to amend the Tax Law, in relation 

to taxpayers and combined groups including members engaged in 

providing professional employer organization services.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Read the last 

section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A03549, Rules Report 

No. 382, Santabarbara, Colton.  An act to amend the Civil Service 

Law, in relation to access to certain mental health care services for 

emergency dispatchers and correction officers.

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Read the last 
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section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Ms. Walsh to explain her vote. 

MS. WALSH:  Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

I am so happy that this bill has been brought forward 

and I'm very happy to support it.  Recently -- I -- I carry a resolution 

every year about Telecommunicator's Day, and I had been speaking 

with some dispatchers, some 911 dispatchers in -- in one of the 

counties that I represent, and they were talking to me about this 

precise issue that, you know, when we think about first responders we 

think about fire or police responding to the scene of some horrific 

accident and we think about the possible mental health consequences 

to them.  Sometimes what we don't think about is that when that 911 

operator ends that call, has dispatched services to -- to that fire or that 

tragedy that they're responding to, they have to then immediately pick 

up the next phone call.  And the cumulative impact of doing that can 

really create a lot of issues with PTSD and mental health. 

So I'm so glad that this bill has been brought forward 

to try to address that, and I will be in the affirmative.  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Thank you.

Ms. Walsh in the affirmative. 
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Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Mr. Speaker, if you 

could please call the Judiciary Committee to the Speaker's Conference 

Room.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Judiciary 

Committee to the Conference Room.  Judiciary Committee to the 

Speaker's Conference Room. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker, for allowing me to interrupt our proceedings briefly to make 

an introduction on behalf of our colleague, Ms. Clark.  Today we have 

with us Joe Petito, Gabby Petito's father.  In 2021, Gabby went 

missing while on a cross-country ski trip -- cross-country trip, I'm 

sorry -- and ultimately, her life was tragically cut short.  Her story 

made national news.  Today, Joseph -- Joe travels the country on 

behalf of Gabby's foundation, working with elected officials, 

advocates who are dedicated to ending domestic violence situations 

through education, awareness and prevention strategies.

Mr. Speaker, if you would please welcome this young 

man to our Chambers and give him the cordialities of the floor and 

congratulate him on the wonderful legacy he's leaving as he carries on 

for his daughter's life. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Absolutely. 
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On behalf of Member Peoples-Stokes -- oh yeah, 

absolutely, and Ms. Clark and the Speaker, we want to thank you for 

your service, continue the work that you're doing.  But also, I want to 

extend the cordialities of this House and welcome you to the 

Chambers and extend the privileges to the floor and hope that you 

enjoy the privileges.  And again, thank you immensely for the work 

that you are doing, and continued success.  God bless you, and 

welcome to the People's House. 

(Applause)

The Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A04040-A, Rules 

Report No. 383, Lasher, Wright, P. Carroll, Epstein, Glick, 

González-Rojas, Hevesi, Hooks, Kelles, Levenberg, O'Pharrow, 

Reyes, Shimsky, Tapia, Torres, Zaccaro, Zinerman, Gallagher, 

Schiavoni, Lee, Ramos, Burroughs, Bores, Rosenthal.  An act to 

amend the Executive Law, in relation to codifying the disparate 

impact standard in the Human Rights Law.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The bill is laid 

aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A04391, Rules Report 

No. 384, P. Carroll.  An act to amend the Real Property Tax Law, in 

relation to extending limitations on the shift between classes of 

taxable property in the Town of Clarkstown, County of Rockland.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Read the last 

section.
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THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 

Recognize Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Mr. 

Speaker.  I am again interrupting our proceedings for the purpose of 

introducing guests that are in our Chambers.  They are from the 

Rosalyn Yalow Charter School, and they are chess champions, 

Statewide chess champions.  These young scholars in grades K 

through 5, they compete with schools across the State, and they have 

won many categories in the Statewide chess competition. 

Could you please congratulate them, Mr. Speaker, 

and welcome them here on behalf of our colleague Ms. Septimo?  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Wow!  

On behalf of Member Peoples-Stokes and Member 

Septimo, I want to welcome you smart, young, young, young, young 

people, chess players, chess champions into the People's House.  And 

on behalf of the Speaker, we want to extend the Chamber of the 

privileges of this floor and hope you're enjoying yourself.  Have fun, 

fun, and congratulations on all the great work that you're doing.  

Champions you are.  



NYS ASSEMBLY                                                        JUNE 4, 2025

21

Folks, welcome them to the House. 

(Applause)

The Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A04762-A, Rules 

Report No. 385, Chandler-Waterman, Simon, Lucas, Anderson, 

Hooks, Burroughs, O'Pharrow, Jackson.  An act to amend the 

Executive Law, in relation to requiring documents utilized by State 

agencies, public authorities and municipalities to replace the term 

"emotionally disturbed person" with the term "person experiencing an 

emotional crisis".  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The bill is laid 

aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A04777, Rules Report 

No. 386, Manktelow.  An act to amend the Tax Law, in relation to 

extending the additional 1 percent sales tax for Wayne County.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  On a motion by Mr. 

Manktelow, the Senate bill is before the House.  The Senate bill is 

advanced.  Home Rule Message is at the desk.

The Clerk will read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)
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The bill is passed. 

Mr. Gandolfo for an announcement -- for the 

purposes of an introduction. 

MR. GANDOLFO:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

On behalf of our colleague Mr. Brian Manktelow, I 

have the distinct honor of introducing the Gananda High School 

Cheerleading Squad.  They are the 2025 Class D New York State 

Champions.  

We are very privileged to have these champions in 

here in the Chamber with us today, so I ask that you please welcome 

them to the People's House and extend to them all the cordialities. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Absolutely.   

On behalf of Member Gan -- Gandolfo, I'm sorry, and 

Mr. Manktelow, I want to welcome you cheerleaders into the People's 

House.  I want you to have fun.  Enjoy the privileges of the House, 

and on behalf of the Speaker as well.  Enjoy yourselves.  And I can't 

say you do it here, but continue to make noise and be heard and do 

what you do and do it well.  And thank you again for visiting us today. 

(Applause)

Recognize Member Hyndman.

MS. HYNDMAN:  Mr. Speaker, will you please call 

the Transportation Committee to the Speaker's Conference Room?  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Transportation 

Committee to the Speaker's Conference Room.  Transportation 

Committee to the Speaker's Conference Room.   
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The Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A04910, Rules Report 

No. 387, Simone.  An act to amend the Agriculture and Markets Law, 

in relation to voluntary contributions in support of municipal animal 

pounds or shelters.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Read the last 

section.

Excuse me.

On a -- on a motion by Mr. Simone, the Senate bill is 

before the House.  The Senate bill is advanced.

Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 30th 

day. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05442-B, Rules 

Report No. 388, Mamdani, Forrest, Levenberg, Shrestha, K. Brown, 

Valdez, McDonough, Santabarbara.  Act to amend the Public Service 

Law, in relation to enacting the "Rate Hike Notice Act".  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The bill is laid 

aside. 
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THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05852-A, Rules 

Report No. 389, Steck, Walsh, Glick, Buttenschon, K. Brown, Griffin.  

An act to amend the General Business Law, relating to regulating the 

sale of kratom products.

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Read the last 

section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 365th 

day. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

Ms. Walsh to explain her vote. 

MS. WALSH:  Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

I really wanted to explain my vote and give a little bit 

of context for people who, if you're like me, had never heard what 

kratom was before.  So, I had not heard about it until the son of a 

former neighbor of mine, Nickolas Scribner, passed away in 

November of 2024 at the age of 27 from aspirating on his own vomit, 

which is a kratom-related side effect.  Since then I've learned of 

numerous other families, some in my district, who have suffered 

nearly identical losses, including -- I'm thinking of one particular 

young man from the Town of Glenville.  Individuals who use kratom 

often believe that it is safe as it has been marketed to them as all 

natural.  But that is not often the case.  Kratom derives from a plant 

native to Southeast Asia.  The chemical compounds that exists within 
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this plant are known to affect the body, but much is still unknown 

about the long-term health and safety impacts of its use. 

Kratom has earned the name "gas station heroin", 

mimicking the dangers of an opioid while being readily available.  If 

you go to a local gas station with a store, you might be surprised to see 

along the -- behind the counter a whole bunch of different items that 

have kratom in them; some are drinks, some are -- it's consumed in 

many different ways. 

I'd like to thank, specifically, the sponsor, 

Assemblymember Steck, for his quick action and for working with me 

on this bill and pushing for its passage.  And I'd like to thank all of the 

advocates pushing to address this issue, including Nickolas' mom, 

Cari Scribner. 

I hope that this will ensure the health and safety of 

people of all ages who don't know about the dangers that kratom 

presents.  So I'm very pleased to be able to cast my vote in the 

affirmative.  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.  

Ms. Walsh in the affirmative. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 

Mr. Grandolfo -- Gandolfo for an announcement -- 

introduction. 

MR. GANDOLFO:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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On behalf of Leader Barclay and the Long Island 

Delegation, we have the privilege to be joined by a number of 

Hispanic leaders from Long Island today for a meet and greet along 

with members of their respective organizations.  I will just announce 

who is here with us today.  We have the Peruvian American Chamber 

of Commerce of Long Island, Howcho (phonetic) Tradition and 

Flavor New York; Revive [sic] Today Transformation, House of 

Change Church, Your Best Version and International Ministry Faith in 

Action.  They visited Albany today to meet with some members of our 

Conference and advocate for the needs of their community.  Each of 

these organizations do so much to serve their communities and the 

people that they represent on Long Island. 

So I ask that you please welcome them to the People's 

House today and offer them all -- all of the cordialities of the floor. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Certainly.  On 

behalf of Mr. Gandolfo, Mr. Barclay, I wish to welcome you into the 

Chambers, and on behalf of the Speaker.  We thank you for visiting us 

today, and we open up the cordialities of this House, the People's 

House, for you to enjoy, and enjoy the privileges of the House and 

God bless each and every one of you.  Thank you so very much for 

joining us. 

(Applause)

The Clerk will read. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A05970, Rules Report 

No. 390, Beephan.  An act to amend the Tax Law, in relation to sales 
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and compensating use tax in Dutchess County.

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  On a motion by Mr. 

-- my apologies -- on behalf of Mr. Beephan, on a motion [sic] the 

Senate bill is before the House.  The Senate bill is advanced.  Home 

Rule Message is at the desk.

Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06047, Rules Report 

No. 391, Schiavoni, O'Pharrow, Magnarelli, González-Rojas, 

McDonald, Buttenschon, Lunsford, Shimsky, Colton, Reyes, Valdez, 

Santabarbara, Griffin, Rosenthal, Sayegh, Kelles, Levenberg, Kassay.  

An act to amend the Public Health Law, in relation to requiring annual 

reports on tick-borne illnesses; and to require the Superintendent of 

Financial Services to review the status of health insurance coverage 

for the treatment of Lyme disease and other tick-borne related 

diseases.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  On a motion by Mr. 

Schiavoni, Senate bill is before the House.  The Senate bill is 

advanced. 
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The Clerk will read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?

(Pause)

Mr. Schiavoni to explain his vote. 

MR. SCHIAVONI:  Good afternoon, Mr. Speaker. 

Tick-borne illnesses are -- are a scourge that affects 

every single part of the State of New York.  I come from a family that 

has had numerous infections of tick-borne illness.  My mother had 

babesiosis, my -- my brother has alpha-gal currently.  As a child I had 

Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever.  In fact, most of the families that I 

know on Eastern Long Island have had some version of tick-borne 

illnesses.

So I applaud the Assembly for passing this bill today.  

This will bring greater clarity and transparency towards the scourge of 

tick-borne illnesses by the State of New York by having these 

diagnoses broken down by county and published for everyone to use.  

This will help our healthcare professionals better diagnose, treat and 

address tick-borne illnesses throughout the State.  Additionally, it will 

help our municipalities employ techniques to help lower the infections 

of tick-borne illnesses.  

And while I am up here I want to acknowledge some 
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of the great work from people on all levels of government.  From the 

Village of North Haven I want to acknowledge Claas Abrahams [sic]  

for -- for what he has done.  The County of Suffolk, I want to 

acknowledge Legislator Ann Welkler, as well as Dr. Scott Campbell.  

And from the Regional Tickborne Illness Center from Stony Brook 

Southampton, Karen Wulffraat, for all of her work. 

I will be voting in the affirmative.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Thank you. 

Mr. Schiavoni in the affirmative. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06298, Rules Report 

No. 392, Bronson.  An act to authorize the County of Monroe to offer 

an optional 20-year retirement plan to Christopher R. Fay, a captain 

employed by such county.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Home Rule 

Message is at the desk.

Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)
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The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06408, Rules Report 

No. 393, Gallahan.  An act to amend the Tax Law, in relation to 

extending the authorization for Ontario County to impose additional 

rates of sales and compensating use taxes.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  On a motion by Mr. 

Gallahan, the Senate bill is before the House.  The Senate bill is 

advanced.  Home Rule Message is at the desk.  

The Clerk will read the -- read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06466, Rules Report 

No. 394, Septimo, Colton, Burdick.  An act to amend the 

Environmental Conservation Law, in relation to reduction of air 

pollution from petroleum bulk storage facilities.

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  On a motion by the 

Senate -- on a motion by Ms. Septimo, the bill [sic] is before the 

House.  The Senate bill is advanced.  The bill is laid aside. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06485, Rules Report 

No. 395, Friend, Palmesano.  An act to amend the Tax Law, in 
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relation to extending the authorization of the County of Chemung to 

impose an additional 1 percent of sales and compensating use taxes.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  On a motion by Mr. 

Friend, the Senate bill is before the House.  The Senate bill is 

advanced.  Home Rule Message is at the desk. 

The Clerk will read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No A06783, Rules Report 

No. 396, Weprin, Braunstein, R. Carroll, Cruz, Durso, Cook, 

Hyndman, McDonough, Rozic, Simon, Steck, Pheffer Amato, Ra, 

Vanel, Mamdani.  An act in relation to ordering a study and report on 

a proposed extension of the Long Island Motor Parkway trail, a part of 

the Brooklyn Queens Greenway, east from Winchester Boulevard to 

Little Neck Parkway in the County of Queens to the trailhead of the 

planned Motor Parkway trail in the County of Nassau; and providing 

for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Read the last 

section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 
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ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A07007, Rules Report 

No. 397, Otis.  An act authorizing the Village of Port Chester to offer 

an optional 20-year retirement plan to a certain police officer 

employed by such village.  

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  Home Rule 

Message is at the desk.

Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER TAYLOR:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Are there any other 

votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A07011-A, Rules 

Report No. 398, Tapia, Shimsky, Epstein, Sayegh, Buttenschon, 

Schiavoni, Simone Rosenthal, Levenberg, Dinowitz, Hevesi, Lupardo, 

Griffin, Rajkumar, Brabenec, McDonough, Smullen, Slater, 
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Lemondes, DeStefano, K. Brown, Palmesano, Seawright, Reyes, 

Maher, Kassay, Lunsford, Sempolinski, McDonald, Santabarbara, 

Weprin, Giglio.  An act to amend the Public Health Law, in relation to 

allowing individuals to register in the "Donate Life Registry" through 

mandatory electronic personal income tax filings.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 180th 

day. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Mr. Smullen to explain his vote. 

MR. SMULLEN:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  I rise 

today to explain my vote on this important legislation which is going 

to supercharge the Donate Life program in New York. 

I want to specifically commend the sponsor for 

passing this legislation that will capture the greatest number of New 

Yorkers who could possibly now enroll in the Donate Life Registry, 

and that's the -- the taxpaying citizens.  This will go a tremendous 

way, along with the Department of Motor Vehicles and the 

Department of Environmental Conservation, but this will make the 

biggest difference across the widest swath of New Yorkers for a very 

important program which is gonna save New Yorkers' lives. 

So I say to -- to all of us, I -- I rise in support of this 
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legislation, thank the sponsor, and urge all my colleagues in both the 

Assembly, the Senate and the Governor to sign this legislation.  Thank 

you very much. 

(Applause) 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.

Mr. Smullen in the affirmative.

Mr. Palmesano to explain his vote. 

MR. PALMESANO:  Yes, Madam Speaker, and my 

colleagues.  I join my colleague in rising to support this legislation 

and thank the sponsor. 

The simple fact of the -- the simple fact is, the more 

we ask the question, Do you want to be an organ donor, the more 

people are gonna say yes.  And putting them on the tax forms just 

makes sense in every way.  We're gonna get a lot of people ask the 

questions.  We're gonna have more people register.  And we need to 

remember, right now in New York our donation rate is 50 percent; the 

national average is 64 percent.  Right now in New York, we have 

8,000 New Yorkers on the wait list; 1,000 have been waiting for more 

than five years.  There are 52 registries across our states and 

territories; New York is 47 out of 52.  We have the third-highest need 

for organs, but the sixth worst donor registry rate.  

Sadly, last year we lost nearly 400 men, women and 

children waiting for a live-saving organ transplant.  But the most 

important statistic we need to remember, we need to talk about and 

share with people, one person, just one person who donates at the time 
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of their death, can save up to eight lives and impact the lives of 75 

others.  

So let's continue to do our job.  Let's continue to 

work together.  Pass important legislation like this.  Continue to ask 

that question to the public, Do you want to register to be an organ 

donor and help save lives?

So thank you, Madam Speaker.  I vote yes. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Mr. Palmesano in 

the affirmative.

Ms. Tapia to explain her vote. 

MS. TAPIA:  Thank you, Madam Speaker, to explain 

my vote. 

Every one of my colleagues know -- know my story, 

my family, and know how difficult it has been.  But this legislation 

that we are putting in is a game-changer because, I mean, everyone in 

our communities have to -- to do their taxes.  And it's gonna be so 

easier [sic] for many of our neighbors and everyone just to donate life 

to the ones that actually are most in need. 

My son got a transplant in 2021 from an anonymous 

person that I -- we don't know who it was that has that gratitude.  And 

for me, this is important because, I mean, knowing that many -- many 

other people and we're gonna have less people, less of our people 

dying from something that can be solved with -- with -- with a love of 

our -- of our communities and all the other people that live just 

besides [sic] us and they don't know.  Many of them don't know that 
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they can donate an organ to save a life.

So thank you.  Thank you to all the cosponsors, the 

ones that sponsored this bill that helped me in this fight that we have 

been doing for many years.  I vote in the -- in the positive. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you. 

Ms. Tapia in the affirmative. 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed.

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A07334, Rules Report 

No. 399, Buttenschon.  An act to amend the Tax Law, in relation to 

authorizing Oneida County to impose additional rates of sales and 

compensating use taxes and providing for allocation and distribution 

of a portion of net collections from such additional rates.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On a motion by Ms. 

Buttenschon, the Senate bill is before the House.  The Senate bill is 

advanced.  Home Rule Message is at the desk.

Read the last section. 

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is passed. 
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THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A07385-A, Rules 

Report No. 400, Bronson, Clark, Meeks, Lunsford, Taylor.  An act to 

amend Chapter 416 of the Laws of 2007, establishing the City of 

Rochester and the Board of Education of the City School District of 

the City of Rochester School Facilities Modernization Program Act, in 

relation to granting further authority to the RJSCB to modernize 

educational facilities in the City of Rochester.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Mr. Sempolinski to explain his vote. 

MR. SEMPOLINSKI:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

So as I was preparing when this went through 

committee, the bill sort of caught my eye for one reason.  One, it's 

increasing the amount of expenditure for this particular school project 

by $125 million, which is a number that would catch my eye.  And 

then as I was reading the bill memo because of that, it says the total 

cost to the State and local government is to be determined.  That's the 

sponsor's words.  And then when I looked at the bill text, it sort of 

indicates that a bonding would be the preferred method of financing, 

which, of course, would not have a cost to the State.  But it doesn't 

authorize bonding, it authorizes an extension of the scale of the 
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project and says if the Superintendent -- the Superintendent shall 

submit to the School Board a comprehensive draft plan recommending 

outlying how it will be funded, and have to explain how it would be 

funded if it is not bonded.  So bonded is indicated as a preferred way 

of funding it, but not a determinative way of funding it.  So I'm gonna 

take the sponsor at his word and say that the total cost to the State and 

local government is to be determined, and I don't feel comfortable 

with voting for something with $125 million in additional funds where 

we don't know who might eventually be on the hook for it.

So I vote in the negative. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Mr. Sempolinski in 

the negative.

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The bill is passed.

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A07428, Rules Report 

No. 401, Pheffer Amato.  An act to amend the Administrative Code of 

the City of New York, in relation to the rate of interest used in the 

actuarial valuation of liabilities for the purpose of calculating 

contributions to the New York City Employees' Retirement System, 

the New York City Teachers' Retirement System, the Police Pension 

Fund, subchapter two, the Fire Department Pension Fund, subchapter 

two, and the Board of Education Retirement System of such city by 

public employers and other obligors required to make employer 

contributions to such retirement systems, the crediting of special 
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interest and additional interest to members of such retirement systems, 

and the allowance of supplementary interest on the funds of such 

retirement systems.

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect 

July 1, 2025. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A07560-A, Rules 

Report No. 402, Santabarbara, Shimsky, Burdick, Zinerman, 

DeStefano.  An act to amend the Mental Hygiene Law, in relation to 

requiring the developmental disabilities advisory council to submit an 

annual report on the activities of the council.

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.
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(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed.

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A07563, Rules Report 

No. 403, McDonald, Jacobson, Levenberg, Manktelow, Reyes, 

Shimsky, K. Brown.  An act to amend the Criminal Procedure Law, in 

relation to the removal of actions to certain courts in an adjoining 

county.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Ms. Walsh to explain her vote. 

MS. WALSH:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.

So, I -- I really like this bill and I'm happy to support 

this bill.  What this does -- especially Upstate we're seeing now, I 

don't know so much what's going on with the Downstate courts, but 

we're starting to have separate -- different parts to handle specific 

types of -- of issues like the Integrated Domestic Violence Court, the 

Mental Health Court.  What this does is it says that if you've got a 

county that has a Mental Health Court and an adjoining county does 

not, but they have a criminal case that they could send over to the 

court that has -- to the -- to the county that has one, as long as both 

DAs agree to do it, then we would be allowed to -- to send it over.  I 
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think that that's a great idea, because I think that you're gonna have a 

specialized court that could really give that kind of individual 

attention to -- to the defendant that's coming before them.  And -- and 

it's that -- it's that kind of reparative justice that I think we're all really 

looking for.

So, I'm very happy to support it.  I like the fact that 

it's at the discretion of the -- of both the DAs.  It's not a mandate that 

we're putting down on anybody.  It's another alternative and it's an 

option.  So, I'm happy to vote yes.  Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you. 

Ms. Walsh in the affirmative.

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed.

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A07745, Rules Report 

No. 404, Stern, Fitzpatrick, Giglio, Smith, Durso, Gandolfo, K. 

Brown, DeStefano, Schiavoni.  An act to amend the Tax Law, in 

relation to extending the authority of the County of Suffolk to impose 

an additional one percent of sales and compensating use tax.

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Home Rule 

Message is at the desk.  

Read the last section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.
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(The Clerk recorded the vote.)  

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed.  

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A08193, Rules Report 

No. 405, DeStefano.  An act in relation to authorizing the assessor of 

the Town of Brookhaven to accept an application for a real property 

tax exemption from Calvary Full Gospel Assembly of God Church. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read -- read the last 

section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)  

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A08295-B, 

Rules Report No. 406, Otis, McDonald, Simon.  An act to amend the 

State Technology Law, the Education Law and the Civil Service Law, 

in relation to automated decision-making by government agencies.

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On a motion by 

Mr. Otis, Rules Report No. 406, Bill No. A08295-B, the amendments 

are received and adopted.

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A08299, Rules Report 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                                        JUNE 4, 2025

43

No. 407, Lavine, Hevesi.  An act to amend the Domestic Relations 

Law, in relation to automatic orders in matrimonial actions.

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect on the 60th 

day. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A08589, Rules Report 

No. 408, Hooks.  An act to amend the Private Housing Finance Law, 

in relation to the amount of funds that may be used per dwelling unit 

to modernize certain authorities used by the Housing Trust Fund 

Corporation.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)  

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.) 
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The bill is passed. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Madam Speaker, if we 

could please just go back to page 7 and take up -- it's -- it's on the 

A-Calendar as well, and take up Rules Report No. 394. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will read.

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A06466 -- I'm sorry, 

Senate No. S01704, Harckham (Septimo, Colton, Burdick).  An act to 

amend the Environmental Conservation Law, in relation to reduction 

of air pollution from petroleum bulk storage facilities.

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect immediately. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The Clerk will 

record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed. 

Ms. Walsh for the purposes of an announcement. 

MS. WALSH:  Thank you very much, Madam 

Speaker.  There will be a need for an immediate, members-only 

conference at the Minority in the Parlor at this time.  Thank you very 

much. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Immediate Minority 
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conference, members-only, in the Assembly Parlor.  Minority 

conference in the Assembly Parlor.  

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Madam Speaker, would 

you please have the House stand at ease?  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes' motion, the House stands at ease.

(Whereupon, at 3:51 p.m., the House stood at ease.)

****************************

(Whereupon, at 4:09 p.m., the House was called back 

to order.)  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The House will 

come to order. 

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes.  

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you so much.  

Now, if we can go to our debate calendar.  And we're 

gonna take up Rules Report No. 244, it's on page 7, by Ms. Lunsford.  

And then we're going to go to Calendar No. 100, it's on page 21, by 

Mr. Burdick.  In that order, please. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you. 

Page 7, Rules Report No. 244, Clerk will read.

THE CLERK:  Assembly No. A08303, Rules Report 

No. 244, Lunsford.  An act to amend the Civil Practice Law and 

Rules, the Business Corporation Law, the General Associations Law, 
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the Limited Liability Company Law, the Not-For-Profit Corporation 

Law and the Partnership Law, in relation to consent to jurisdiction by 

foreign business organizations authorized to do business in New York.

MR. RA:  Explanation, please.

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  An explanation has 

been requested.  

Ms. Lunsford. 

MS. LUNSFORD:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

This bill is actually relatively simple.  It simply says that if you are a 

foreign corporation, which means you are a corporation that is not 

domicile here in New York, when you register with our Secretary of 

State to do so business in New York State, that you are consenting to 

what's called "general jurisdiction".  

Now, this bill has been vetoed in the past, but it has 

been changed since then.  And I think most notably since the last time 

it was argued the Supreme Court decided the case of Mallory v. 

Norfolk -- I have a problem with the word "Norfolk" -- Norfolk 

Southern Railway, which explicitly upheld a very similar statute in 

Pennsylvania.  And within that case, there was a dissent by Justice 

Alito that said that he has some concerns that the bill would not 

withstand a challenge under Daimler, which is the -- the case that 

actually prompted the authoring of this bill.  But the bill-in-chief here 

addresses that issue by saying that the only people who can bring a 

case of general jurisdiction in New York are those with a nexus to the 

State.  So, a resident of the State, a limited liability partnership, or 
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other business that is domicile to New York, or another foreign 

business that's registered in our State. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Mr. Ra.  

MR. RA:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  Will the 

sponsor yield?

MS. LUNSFORD:  Of course.

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Will the sponsor 

yield?

Sponsor yields.

MR. RA:  Thank you very much.  So, reading 

through this was -- was definitely a -- a trip down memory lane to -- 

MS. LUNSFORD:  International Shoe?  

MR. RA:  Yup.  International Shoe and civil 

procedures.  So, my apologies to -- to the non -- to the non-attorneys 

in -- in the room.  But it's -- it's an interesting question of -- of -- of 

law and precedent and all -- all of those types of things.  So, you went 

into that first.  So, in terms of the prior veto, some of the case law that 

has come about since then, as well as the difference between this bill 

and that bill.  So, let's start there.   

This bill, my understanding and -- and I think this is 

stated in the sponsor's memo, that you're limiting the class of potential 

plaintiffs who could sue these foreign businesses from prior versions 

of the bill, correct?

MS. LUNSFORD:  Correct.  Yes.  So, any potential 

plaintiff would have to have a nexus with New York State. 
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MR. RA:  Okay.  And it -- that would be any foreign 

corporation, limited liability company, limited partnership or limited 

liability partnership that is authorized to do business in New York 

State?  I'm talking about -- that could bring an action. 

MS. LUNSFORD:  Correct.  Or resident of the State; 

an individual. 

MR. RA:  So, now, does that mean that a business, 

even those that aren't organized under the laws of New York and don't 

have any significant presence in New York, could still bring cases in 

New York courts for actions unrelated to New York if they have 

simply registered to do business here?  

MS. LUNSFORD:  Yes. 

MR. RA:  So, that is the intention of -- of the bill?

MS. LUNSFORD:  Yes. 

MR. RA:  Okay.  And is that what you mean by 

"licensed in New York"?  That they have registered to do businesses 

here -- 

MS. LUNSFORD:  Yes -- 

MR. RA:  -- business.  

MS. LUNSFORD:  -- I believe that the -- registration 

with the Secretary of State.  And just as a reminder, all this really does 

is bring us back to the state of our law.  Prior to the Daimler decision, 

this was how our law worked for over 100 years in New York State. 

MR. RA:  Okay.  Now, this bill expands requirement 

to -- to -- for plaintiffs to have at least some connection to New York 
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State, but this still would bring into the New York court cases of 

whose actions and facts have nothing to do with New York State; is 

that correct?

MS. LUNSFORD:  Well, insomuch as the plaintiffs 

would need to have some sort of nexus to the State, that would 

have to do with New York State.  And the businesses that would be 

subject to the lawsuit, the -- the potential defendants would be 

registered to do business here.  So, that would be related to our State. 

MR. RA:  Okay.  But there does not need to be a 

relationship between the defendant's contact with New York State and 

the claim that is being brought into court?

MS. LUNSFORD:  Correct.  The situs of the harm 

does not need to be in New York State.  

MR. RA:  Okay.

MS. LUNSFORD:  I apologize for Mr. Ra and Jen 

Lunsford's Law School.  That's gonna happen today. 

MR. RA:  Yup.  

So this proposal, as stated by your sponsor's memo, 

would reestablish the jurisdiction of New York courts over foreign 

companies doing business in the State.  So, currently -- I know you're 

talking about kind of reestablishing that to where the law was 

previously.  But right now, if we were not to enact this bill into law, 

doesn't New York State still have jurisdiction over foreign businesses; 

being those that aren't formed under the laws of New York State for 

actions and claims occurring in New York State?  So, specific 
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jurisdiction?

MS. LUNSFORD:  Yes. 

MR. RA:  But they do not have general jurisdiction in 

a situation where the facts of the -- of the cases do not relate to New 

York State?  

MS. LUNSFORD:  I -- there's actually never been a 

decision that says we do not.  Following Daimler, which is -- is a very 

different situation, not to get too into the weeds, but the fact pattern in 

Daimler was an extremely tenuous connection to the State of 

California.  That was a case involving companies that are not 

registered or who do business in California.  In fact, we're doing 

business in Argentina, for things that occurred in Argentina, involving 

a German company and Argentinian residents.  So, I mean, it was a 

real, unrelated situation.  So, in this situation, the courts have never 

actually decided if Daimler affirmatively prevents us from exercising 

general jurisdiction.  So, what we're doing here is just ensuring that 

should the question ever arise we have said legislatively that that is 

our intent. 

MR. RA:  Okay.  So, as -- as I'm sure you're aware, 

you know, oftentimes entities may forum shop; may look for a place 

that is -- that is, you know, a better place for them to bring an action 

where they feel like they might have more success.  And I know that 

there were other states whose legal systems are thought to maybe be 

less advantageous places to bring these types of cases.  Do you have 

any concerns that we may be setting a precedent here where New 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                                        JUNE 4, 2025

51

York businesses could be subject to litigation based on factors that 

aren't connected to actions in -- in other states and that we might 

encourage forum shopping because they'll be able to sue in New York 

for -- for claims that really do not relate to the activities here in New 

York?

MS. LUNSFORD:  I'm not concerned because that 

wasn't a problem we saw in the 100-plus years prior to the Daimler 

decision when those sorts of cases could have been brought here.  You 

know, further, that sort of forum shopping happens on the corporate 

end all the time when choosing which states to register in.  So, I think 

that this sort of evens the playing field in that regard, where if people 

want to find a venue that is more advantageous to them.  I mean, that's 

kind of how -- what happens all the time in legal matters.  But given 

that that wasn't a rampant problem for a century here, I don't think this 

is gonna open any new doors. 

MR. RA:  Okay.  And I -- I know that this is 

something that has been brought forward by the Office of Court 

Administration as a program bill, but I would note that they have 

repeatedly indicated to this Legislature, as we go through our budget 

process every year, that they have significant constraints with regard 

to resources and needs.  You know, we've -- we've added, obviously, 

judges and things of that nature to try to keep the caseload moving, 

but they do have a backlog that they are not shy about telling us about 

when it comes to our budget process.  So, is this going to add 

additional caseload burns on New York's court system?
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MS. LUNSFORD:  Insomuch as we didn't see an 

additional burden when this was the state of the law, I don't believe so. 

MR. RA:  Okay.  Thank you.  I think that's all I have 

for you for now.

Madam Speaker, on the bill.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On the bill.

MR. RA:  So, I -- I -- I just want to note with regard 

to some of those concerns I just stated.  We have, you know, decades 

and decades of precedent with regard to when a entity is subject to the 

jurisdiction in a particular state for certain actions.  You know, there's 

a test in terms of what their connection is to a particular state.  What 

this does, and regardless of whether it previously was allowed or not, 

and obviously, the constitutional, you know, bounds of this may be 

unclear at this time.  There have been some court decisions, as the 

sponsor stated, in the recent past.  But what we're looking at here is 

putting into law that a defendant who has some connection to New 

York State could then sue an entity that has some connection to New 

York State because they've -- they've registered to -- to do business 

here for something that has absolutely nothing to do with New York 

State.  For something that didn't occur in New York State, that doesn't 

have to have any relationship to activities or that corporation's 

connections to New York State.  And there's a couple of reasons why I 

think that isn't really a good thing. 

Number one, as I mentioned, I think it encourages 

forum shopping.  It encourages an individual to say, hey, this act 
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really arose in some other state, but because I can get jurisdiction in 

New York State, those laws might be more hospitable to my claim.  

Those jurors might be more generous to my claim in New York State.  

It also, because of that, maybe creates a disincentive, which the last 

thing we need is another one, for businesses to want to incorporate in 

New York State because, by doing so, they are subjecting themselves 

to the general jurisdiction of New York State even for acts that have 

nothing to do with their relationship to New York State.  So, that is a 

tremendous concern for our business community as we look to, 

hopefully, make this State a little more hospitable and, you know, 

maybe even, dare I say, welcoming to businesses that can come to 

New York, help grow our tax base, grow our economy. 

This bill is going to -- even though it's been changed 

from prior versions, it's not as widespread in terms of who can bring 

claims, but it still allows for -- and -- and I'll repeat what I said earlier, 

the class of plaintiffs who could sue foreign businesses are New York 

residents and businesses who are licensed in New York State, who 

could then commence an action against a company that conducts 

businesses in New York.  It doesn't matter whether those actions that 

created the claim, the cause of action, happened in New York or in 

any way relate to the corporation's presence and connections to New 

York.

So, for those reasons, I -- I'm urging a no vote.  I -- I 

think that this has a potential, like I said, to encourage forum 

shopping, to increase the backlog on our -- on our courts who are 
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always asking for more resources and more judges to make sure that 

the courthouses are open to any New York resident who needs to seek 

justice in them, and also another factor for corporations to think about 

when they're trying to determine whether they want to continue doing 

business in New York State.  Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.  

Mr. Molitor. 

MR. MOLITOR:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  Will 

the sponsor yield?  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Will the sponsor 

yield?  

MS. LUNSFORD:  Absolutely. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The sponsor yields. 

MR. MOLITOR:  Thank you.  You can hear me okay 

over there?

MS. LUNSFORD:  I can.

MR. MOLITOR:  Okay.  I know how excited you 

were to debate this bill. 

MS. LUNSFORD:  It's been in my noggin since 

Tuesday.  I also don't want to remember Intentional Shoe.  So, here 

we go.  

MR. MOLITOR:  So, jurisdiction is a necessary legal 

requirement before a lawsuit can be brought; is that right?  

MS. LUNSFORD:  Of course.

MR. MOLITOR:  And right now, New York has 
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jurisdiction over businesses that are incorporated in New York, right?  

MS. LUNSFORD:  Yup. 

MR. MOLITOR:  And businesses that have their 

principal place of business in New York, right?  

MS. LUNSFORD:  Yup.

MR. MOLITOR:  Which is all -- all of our small 

businesses, right?  

MS. LUNSFORD:  Any business that is incorporated 

in our State. 

MR. MOLITOR:  And that includes all of our small 

businesses, right?

MS. LUNSFORD:  Yes. 

MR. MOLITOR:  And in those instances where a 

business's affiliation are -- is so continuous and systemic as to render 

it essentially at home in New York.  New York would have 

jurisdiction over that business, correct?

MS. LUNSFORD:  Yes.  What you're referring to is 

the standard in the Daimler decision. 

MR. MOLITOR:  And this bill would extend 

jurisdiction over all businesses that register with New York State to do 

business, right?

MS. LUNSFORD:  I hesitate to say it extends 

because I would argue, actually, that we currently have general 

jurisdiction over businesses that register in our State, as that, again, 

has not been affirmatively decided.  I want to make sure with this bill 
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that we're letting the courts know that that is our intent.  But, yes, that 

if your reading of Daimler is that it precludes us from exercising 

general jurisdiction over businesses that are not domiciled here, then 

that would be an extension. 

MR. MOLITOR:  But this bill would essentially -- 

once a business registers with New York State, under this bill it says 

that that business consents to jurisdiction. 

MS. LUNSFORD:  Correct.  General jurisdiction. 

MR. MOLITOR:  So, there's no more discussion as to 

whether jurisdiction is an issue.  They waived that right once they 

consent to do business -- or once they've registered to do business in 

New York, right?  

MS. LUNSFORD:  Correct. 

MR. MOLITOR:  And registration does not mean 

that the business is operational, correct?  

MS. LUNSFORD:  No, but it gives them option to 

access our State. 

MR. MOLITOR:  Right.  So, for example, as you -- 

as you might know, someone might register a business in New York 

just for trademark protections with no intention of ever doing actual 

business in New York.  They might do it to protect a trademark. 

MS. LUNSFORD:  I might argue that trademark 

protection is a kind of business. 

MR. MOLITOR:  But, if they were just registering a 

trademark, this would open up that business to a lawsuit for any 
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reason under any -- any one, any number of New York statutes; would 

it not?  

MS. LUNSFORD:  Potentially. 

MR. MOLITOR:  Both civil and potential criminal 

cases? 

MS. LUNSFORD:  I suppose to the extent that there 

are criminal provisions that could involve a corporation. 

MR. MOLITOR:  And this bill permits any resident 

to bring a lawsuit against any business registered in New York.  It 

establishes jurisdiction but it permits any resident to bring that 

lawsuit; is that right?

MS. LUNSFORD:  It would allow any resident, in 

addition to any domicile business, the option to exercise general 

jurisdiction over any business registered in New York State just as any 

resident of New York State could have for a 100-plus years prior to 

the Daimler decision. 

MR. MOLITOR:  Okay.  When you're referencing the 

100-plus years, aren't you essentially referencing what Daimler has 

confirmed?  Which is the understanding of jurisdiction that we -- 

we've had for 100 years, is what the Daimler decision confirmed; is it 

not? 

MS. LUNSFORD:  Oh, no.  It isn't.  The Daimler 

decision was a departure from the way we approach general 

jurisdiction.  I really don't wanna have to do International Shoe, but 

when -- it's important to note that the Daimler decision didn't overturn 
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International Shoe and it somewhat left this decision open.  But if you 

look at the case in Mallory, Mallory references another case called 

Pennsylvania Fire.  Pennsylvania Fire was another case in 

Pennsylvania that was decided over 100 years ago.  And what's 

interesting about the Supreme Court's decision in Mallory is they say 

this is actually not a new question, it is a very old question and we 

have already decided this.  Because they recognize that this was the 

state of the law. 

MR. MOLITOR:  So, not only would this give any 

resident to sue any business, but any business could sue any other 

business, or the Attorney General's Office in the State could bring a 

claim against any business that's registered in New York; is that 

correct?  

MS. LUNSFORD:  As they can now, yes. 

MR. MOLITOR:  And so this might make it much 

easier for New York to bring lawsuits against businesses that drill, 

refine, transport and sell fossil fuels on an international stage; is that 

correct?  

MS. LUNSFORD:  I mean insomuch as those 

businesses are registered in New York, I would argue the AG could do 

that right now. 

MR. MOLITOR:  Isn't it possible that this bill could 

essentially set New York up to be like the central hub for, you know, 

major worldwide international lawsuits?  

MS. LUNSFORD:  I mean, we are already the hub 
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for major worldwide international lawsuits because our courts are very 

famously experts in many cases and given that so many foreign 

businesses operate in New York State, the tenth largest economy in 

the world, this happens to us all the time.  But I don't think this opens 

us up to some new flood of legislation, again particularly because 

Daimler was decided, what, in 2014?  We're talking about 11 years 

ago.  The state of the law has only been in question for 11 years.  We 

haven't seen a major change since then in the amount of lawsuits 

coming in under some new rubric that are being prevented.  If there 

wasn't a flood of litigation in 1987, I don't see why there'd be a flood 

of litigation today. 

MR. MOLITOR:  Well, this bill makes jurisdiction 

more expansive, which would theoretically bring more lawsuits.   

MS. LUNSFORD:  Not more expansive than it was in 

2013.  It brings it back to how expansive it was in 2013, and I think 

we have a long legislative history that points to how many lawsuits we 

could expect.  

MR. MOLITOR:  So this bill is codifying a law that 

was in existence in 2013?  

MS. LUNSFORD:  It is clarifying our position as a 

State to ensure that there's no more question under Daimler. 

MR. MOLITOR:  So this bill, the language of this bill 

was not the law in 2013?  

MS. LUNSFORD:  No, but this was the policy of the 

State. 
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MR. MOLITOR:  Oh.

MS. LUNSFORD:  There wasn't specific legislation 

that stated this, but it was the policy -- it was our interpretation of 

general jurisdiction in New York State.  And frankly, all other states, 

as far as I'm aware, unless there was some express prohibition to 

general jurisdiction in another state, all states operated that way. 

MR. MOLITOR:  Doesn't this bill, you brought up 

Mallory.  Doesn't this bill violate Section -- Article 1, Section 8, 

Clause 3 of the United States Constitution -- 

MS. LUNSFORD:  No. 

MR. MOLITOR:  -- which we've all sworn to 

uphold?  

MS. LUNSFORD:  No. 

MR. MOLITOR:  It does not violate the Commerce 

Clause? 

MS. LUNSFORD:  No. 

MR. MOLITOR:  You don't foresee any circumstance 

in which it would violate the Commerce Clause?

MS. LUNSFORD:  No. 

MR. MOLITOR:  Okay.  Now, in order for 

businesses to avoid this expanded jurisdictional attachment, let's say, 

they can just not register to do business in New York; isn't that 

correct?  

MS. LUNSFORD:  Correct. 

MR. MOLITOR:  And for those businesses that are 
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currently registered, if they cease to register, then jurisdiction would 

no longer attach to them; is that correct?  

MS. LUNSFORD:  Correct.  This law actually 

expressly states that if you were to choose to unregister, that that 

consent is also withdrawn. 

MR. MOLITOR:  Okay.  All right, thank you, Ms. 

Lunsford. 

MS. LUNSFORD:  Thank you.

MR. MOLITOR:  On the bill. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On the bill. 

MR. MOLITOR:  So, this bill will likely discourage 

foreign, out-of-state companies from registering to do business in New 

York due to fear of being sued here for conduct unrelated to their New 

York operations.  This is especially damaging to start-ups and 

mid-size businesses, tech firms and out-of-state manufacturers and 

logistic companies.  At a time when we are trying to attract new jobs 

and investment, this bill could drive those opportunities to 

neighboring states with more predictable jurisdictional rules.  Despite 

what the sponsor argues, there is no state that has -- that has 

legislation like this one.  This bill would expose businesses to 

nationwide litigation in New York courts simply by registering here.  

This could raise legal insurance premiums, increase operating cost, 

undermine -- and undermine business certainty.  No other major state 

subjects business to unlimited jurisdiction just because they follow 

registration rules.  This is a trapdoor disguised as a forum.  We risk 
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years of litigation and the eventual nullification of this law, while 

damaging our business climate in the meantime.  As I pointed out, 

there are -- this bill, I believe, is unconstitutional under the Commerce 

Clause.  There are smarter constitutional ways to protect New Yorkers 

without scaring off job creators.  The State of New York should be a 

model for fair, competitive and constitutionally-sound business 

regulation.  While this bill is well-intentioned, it could send a 

damaging messages [sic] to companies nationwide.  If you come to 

New York, you can be sued here for anything, by anyone, from 

anywhere.  And that's not the message we want to send.  I'd encourage 

all my colleagues to vote no on this bill. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Read the last 

section.

THE CLERK:  This act shall take effect January 1st.

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  A Party vote has 

been requested.

Ms. Walsh. 

MS. WALSH:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  Due to 

two prior votes in 2021 and 2013, with significant opposition and two 

prior Governors' vetoes, this will be a Party vote in the negative for 

our conference.  Thank you very much. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Madam 

Speaker.  The Democratic conference is going to be in favor of this 
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piece of legislation.  So, we'll be voting in the affirmative; however, 

there may be a few that would desire to be an exception.  They should 

feel free to do so at their seats. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.

The Clerk will record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

Are there any other votes?  Announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.) 

The bill is passed.

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Madam Speaker, if we 

could now go to page 3 and take up our resolutions. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Page 3, 

Resolutions, the Clerk will read.

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 628, Ms. 

Solages.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim May 19, 2025, as Human Milk Day in the 

State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On the resolution,

all those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  

The resolution is adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 629, Mr. 

Jensen.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 
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Kathy Hochul to proclaim June 2025, as Scleroderma Awareness 

Month in the State of New York.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On the resolution,

all those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  

The resolution is adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 630, Ms. 

Williams.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to declare June 2025, as North American Hurricane 

Awareness Month in the State of New York, at the start of the Atlantic 

hurricane season. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On the resolution,

all those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  

The resolution is adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 631, Ms. 

Barrett. 

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim June 2025, as Farmer's Market 

Appreciation Month in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On the resolution,

all those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  

The resolution is adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 632, Ms. 

Glick.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 
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Kathy Hochul to proclaim June 2025, as Gay Pride Month in the State 

of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Ms. Glick on the 

resolution. 

MS. GLICK:  Thank you very much for giving me an 

opportunity to speak on the resolution.  This pride month really dates 

back to the Stonewall Uprising in 1969, when folks who had been 

regularly facing raids -- police raids, in the few places where they 

were able to congregate and feel a sense of community and feel safety.  

But, those raids would result in people being outed and losing their 

jobs and maybe their families.  And so, that uprising was the 

beginning of what is the modern gay pride movement and in my 

district, we have the Stonewall Visitor Center, the National 

Monument, which has not yet been stripped.  Although, they have 

eliminated transgender from it.  It is painful today to think that Harvey 

Milk, who was a Korean War Veteran, who was a council member in 

San Francisco and was assassinated along with the Mayor of San 

Francisco because Harvey Milk was gay and another council member 

took exception to that reality.  It is -- it is a painful set of 

circumstances and right now, more than ever, it is important.  

Authoritarian org -- governments like Hungary, have banned pride 

celebrations.  You're not gonna eliminate gay people, we're here.  Just 

like the Nazis didn't eliminate Jews, though they tried.  This 

administration and others are not going to eliminate gay people.  

We're in your families, we're in your neighborhoods, we're working 
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with you, we work for you.  And this is an important marker for 

people who are facing discrimination -- a revival of discrimination in 

a way that is shocking to me today.  

I will just remind you that we passed a civil rights bill 

in this State protecting basic rights of employment, public 

accommodation and housing and it was signed into law in 2002.  I 

have been a member of this House in since 1991 and my basic civil 

rights, regarding public accommodation, were not protected until 

2002.  This attempt to gaslight America, to erase a peoples from 

America, is not going to be successful.  

And so, I'm pleased that we have this and I know that 

the Governor will be happy to declare June Pride Month and that we 

have support in this -- in this State, but not in every corner of the 

State.  And the pushback against people who are just trying to live 

their lives, because some people don't understand what their lives are 

about, is no reason for people to lose their basic civil rights. 

And so, I appreciate the patience of my colleagues.  

I'm sorry, I'm as irritated today as I am about this but, the attempt to 

erase Harvey Milk from a Navy ship is the same thing that was about 

trying to erase Harriet Tubman from the website of and the attempt to 

erase some of the history at the Smithsonian.  Those things are wrong.  

We have to say they're wrong, we have to be united and not allow the 

forces of division that have no interest in us being united on the basic 

interest that all of us care about:  Delivering for the people in our 

communities.  Seeing that kids get a good education, seeing that 
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people get good jobs, all of that is the same thing.  And so, I'm pleased 

to have this opportunity and I thank you for your patience, but this 

Pride Month this year is all the more important.  Thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you, Ms.  

Glick. 

(Applause)

On the resolution, all those in favor signify by saying 

aye; opposed, no.  

The resolution is adopted.

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 633, Ms. 

Walsh. 

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim June 2025, as Reunification Month in the 

State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Ms. Walsh on the 

resolution.

MS. WALSH:  Thank you, Madam Speaker, my 

colleagues.  So, June is celebrated nationally as Reunification Month 

which celebrates the power of family reunification and its positive 

impact on those within the foster care system.  It recognizes the 

people and ongoing efforts to help families stay together.  It is also a 

time to recommit to strengthening and improving those efforts 

throughout the year.  It was an initiative started by the American Bar 

Association Center on Children and the Law in 2010.  So, some 

important things to think about in Reunification Month, is that when -- 
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when it's not safe or appropriate for a child to remain with their birth 

family, there is sometimes a need for a foster care placement.  And 

during that time period, the local department of Social Services and 

their team of caseworkers and various providers are really trying hard 

to try to repair any infirmities within the family unit so that that child 

in foster care can return home.  That is the gold standard, that is what 

we hope to do and accomplish.  We don't want any children to have to 

be in foster care.  But we also, at the same time, need to give great 

credit to those foster parents and foster families that are willing to step 

up and provide a loving home and offer support for reunification, but 

at the same time be there to try to provide all the support that they can 

to that child until, if, that family unit can be repaired again. 

So, this Children's Bureau highlighted this month as 

quote, "an incredible opportunity for the child welfare system to 

commit to resource families and children’s parents working together 

to provide children and youth with the critical love and support they 

need.  It is an opportunity to use the compassion and skills of resource 

families across the country to encourage and promote safe 

reunification, where possible, and to remain engaged with children 

and parents post reunification as ongoing support for reunified 

families."  As I said, the goal of foster care is reunification with the 

hopes that all children can be reunited with their parents when it is 

safe and when it's appropriate.  And the most effective foster care 

givers encourage reunification, extending their role in to supporting an 

entire family, not just the children in their care.  That's why I think 
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that this is such an important resolution and one that I'm very proud to 

present to my colleagues today.  Thank you so much. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.  On the 

resolution, all those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  

The resolution is adopted.

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 634, Mr. 

Lavine.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim June 2025, as Post-Traumatic Stress Injury 

Awareness Month, and June 27, 2025, as Post-Traumatic Stress Injury 

Awareness Day in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On the resolution, 

all those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  

The resolution is adopted.

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 635, Ms. 

Jackson.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim August 11, 2025, as Hip-Hop Celebration 

Day in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On the resolution, 

all those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  

The resolution is adopted.

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 636, Mr. 

DeStefano. 

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                                        JUNE 4, 2025

70

Kathy Hochul to proclaim August 2025, as Children's Eye Health and 

Safety Awareness Month in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On the resolution, 

all those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  

The resolution is adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 637, Mr. 

Eachus.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim September 7, 2025, as Grandparents Day in 

the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Mr. Eachus on the 

resolution. 

MR. EACHUS:  Thank you, Madam Speaker, for 

allowing me to speak on this resolution.  As a grandfather five times 

over, with my oldest grandson being 25 years old, I really enjoy this 

role.  And I also have come to a very deep appreciation on why 

generations much younger than myself are the ones that give birth and 

raise these children.  So, thank you very much. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.  On the 

resolution, all those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  

The resolution is adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 638, Mr. 

Brabenec. 

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim September 17-23, 2025, as Constitution 
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Week in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On the resolution, 

all those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no. 

The resolution is adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 639, Ms. 

Buttenschon.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim October 2025, as Disability Employment 

Awareness Month in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On the resolution, 

all those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  

The resolution is adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 641, Mr. 

Raga.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim December 10, 2025, as Human Rights Day 

in the State of New York. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On the resolution, 

all those in favor signify by saying aye; opposed, no.  

The resolution is adopted. 

THE CLERK:  Assembly Resolution No. 642, Ms. 

Hunter.

Legislative Resolution memorializing Governor 

Kathy Hochul to proclaim June 12, 2025, as Women Veterans 

Recognition Day in the State of New York. 



NYS ASSEMBLY                                                        JUNE 4, 2025

72

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Mr. Stern on the 

resolution. 

MR. STERN:  Madam Speaker, and rising today in 

my capacity as the Chairman of the Veterans Affairs Committee in the 

New York State Assembly.  First of all, Madam Speaker, 

congratulations to you and to your outstanding team on such a special 

day for so many special women from all across the State of New 

York, those women that have served and continue to serve our great 

nation.  

Women have formally been part of the United States 

Armed Forces since the inception of the Army Nurse Corps in 1901, 

well before they actually even had the right to vote.  But women have 

informally served since the inception of our nation's military, 

sometimes dressed and disguised as men.  President Harry Truman 

signed the Women's Armed Forces Services Act [sic] in 1948 -- in 

June of 1948, which granted women a permanent place in our armed 

forces.  That proud tradition of women in the military service 

continues to this day.  As I'm speaking, I -- I think fondly of Marcelle 

Leis, many of my colleagues from Suffolk County know Marcelle Leis 

as the relatively new Director of our Veteran Services Agency, a 

veteran services agency that serves our veterans population, which is 

the largest in New York State.  I speak of her because not only does 

she provide outstanding service to our veterans and their families 

today, not only does she have a very distinguished record serving in 

the armed forces, but we all know her, whether we know it or not, 
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because she was one of the professionals that helped establish the 

Joseph P. Dwyer PTSD -- Peer to Peer Program that all of us advocate 

so -- so well for in all of our districts throughout New York State.  

Marcelle Leis is a tremendous example of someone who have served 

in the military and continues to serve our veterans population today. 

These women who are here today, like Marcelle Leis, 

and all across the State, all across the country, are such a vital 

component of the United States Military Services.  All of us owe them 

a tremendous debt of gratitude and all of us -- I know all my 

colleagues feel the very same every time we see all of our colleagues, 

all of our veterans, particularly women in the armed forces, that we 

take a moment to say thank you. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.

Mr. Chang on the resolution. 

MR. CHANG:  Thank you, Madam Speaker, and 

thank you for introducing this resolution as we're veterans and for as a 

Naval veteran for over two decades, I served with women veterans 

side by side, even in Afghanistan.  And they served well and they 

served with loyalty and distinction and -- and it's great that we 

recognize them, but unfortunately, it's not enough for them to be 

joining this services and I hope that this will enable young women to 

join military service as a -- another career field.  Thank you, Madam, 

for this resolution.  Thank you.

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes on the resolution.
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MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Thank you, Madam 

Speaker.  I rise to speak on this resolution to congratulate you for 

putting it in and for entertaining the stellar veterans that were in our 

presence today, both in the Chambers and in the Capitol.  I do want to 

just recall to folks attention that on this same day, the 19th 

Amendment was passed in 1920 allowing women the right to vote.  

And by the way, they were already serving in the military.  And to be 

clear, it was 50 years later before that vote included Black women, 

and they were already in the military as well.  You might remember 

the history of Six Triple Eight.  And so, I'm saying all of this to say 

that, you know, women have always stood up for this country, even 

when the country didn't stand up for them.  So, thank you for putting 

forward this resolution. 

(Applause)

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Thank you.

On the resolution, all those in favor signify by saying 

aye; opposed, no.  

The resolution is adopted.

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  Madam Speaker, do you 

have any further housekeeping or resolutions?  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  We have several 

pieces of housekeeping.  

On behalf of Mr. Weprin, Bill No. A06652-A, 

Assembly bill recalled from Senate.  The Clerk will read the title of 
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the bill. 

THE CLERK:  An act to amend the Insurance Law.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Motion to 

reconsider the bill -- the vote by which the bill passed the House. 

The Clerk will record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

The Clerk will announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is before the House, the amendments are 

received and adopted.

On behalf of Mr. Zaccaro, Bill No. A07033-B, 

Assembly bill recalled from Senate.  The Clerk will read the title of 

the bill.  

THE CLERK:  An act to amend the Arts and Cultural 

Affairs Law.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  Motion to 

reconsider the vote by which the bill passed the House.  The Clerk 

will record the vote. 

(The Clerk recorded the vote.)

The Clerk will announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the result.) 

The bill is before the House, the amendments are 

received and adopted. 

On behalf of Mr. Braunstein, Bill No. A08069, 

Assembly bill recalled from Senate.  The Clerk will read the title of 
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the bill. 

THE CLERK:  An act to amend Part P of Chapter 39 

of the Laws of 2019.  

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  The motion to 

reconsider the vote by which the bill passed the House.  The Clerk 

will record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

The Clerk will announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is before the House and the amendments are 

received and adopted.

On behalf of Ms. Lee, Bill No. A07618-A, Assembly 

bill recalled from the Senate.  The Clerk will read the title of the bill. 

THE CLERK:  An act to amend the Election Law. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  A motion to 

reconsider the vote by which the bill passed the House.  The Clerk 

will record the vote.

(The Clerk recorded the vote.) 

The Clerk will announce the results.

(The Clerk announced the results.)

The bill is before the House and the amendments are 

received and adopted. 

We have a number of resolutions before the House.  

Without objection, these resolutions will be taken up together. 

On the resolutions, all those in favor signify by saying 
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aye; opposed, no.  The resolutions are adopted.

(Whereupon, Assembly Resolution Nos. 643-663 

were unanimously approved.)

Mrs. Peoples-Stokes. 

MRS. PEOPLES-STOKES:  I now move that the 

Assembly stand adjourned and that we reconvene at 10:00 a.m., 

Tuesday [sic], June 5th, tomorrow being a Session day. 

ACTING SPEAKER HUNTER:  On Mrs. 

Peoples-Stokes' motion, the House stands adjourned.

(Whereupon, at 5:06 p.m., the House stood adjourned 

until Thursday, June 5th at 10:00 a.m., that being a Session day.)


